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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 8: Supplementary

Section 46: Review and research

101. In exercising it functions under this section, Qualifications Wales must have regard to
the principles set out in section 54(2) (performance of regulatory activities). See also
section 47 as to the requirement to prepare a statement of its policy in relation to its
functions under this Part.

102. This section enables Qualifications Wales to review the awarding of approved and
designated qualifications and other activities of recognised bodies relevant to their
recognition, on an ongoing basis, as well as to conduct any other reviews related to
any aspect of qualifications (“qualification” is defined in section 56). For example,
Qualifications Wales may conduct a review of an individual recognised body’s quality
assurance processes, or it may decide to review the processes for delivering online
assessment of all awarding bodies that it recognises. In relation to approved or
designated qualifications, Qualifications Wales may, for example, decide to review one
awarding body’s form of GCSE Biology, or it may decide, for example, to review
all approved and/or designated qualifications at a given level. Qualifications Wales
may also, for example, wish to review qualifications awarded by bodies that are not
recognised by it or qualifications that recognised bodies have decided to exclude from
recognition.

103. The section also requires Qualifications Wales to keep its own role and that of awarding
bodies under review. This duty may, for example, encompass consideration of whether
and in what way, in time, Qualifications Wales should become an awarding body. This
would require further legislation (see paragraphs 6 and 7 above).

104. The section also gives Qualifications Wales the power to undertake or commission
research, about any matter connected with qualifications. Qualifications Wales may use
its own staff to carry out this research, or it may ask others to carry it out on its behalf.
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