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ANNEX I

Extract from Uniform Rules concerning the contract for
international carriage of passengers and luggage by rail (CIV)

Appendix A

to the Convention Concerning International Carriage by Rail (COTIF)
of 9 May 1980, as modified by the Protocol for the modification of the
Convention Concerning International Carriage by Rail of 3 June 1999

TITLE IV

LIABILITY OF THE CARRIER

Chapter IV

Common provisions

Article 48

Loss of right to invoke the limits of liability

The limits of liability provided for in these Uniform Rules as well as the provisions of national
law, which limit the compensation to a fixed amount, shall not apply if it is proved that the loss
or damage results from an act or omission, which the carrier has committed either with intent to
cause such loss or damage, or recklessly and with knowledge that such loss or damage would
probably result.

Article 49

Conversion and interest

1 Where the calculation of compensation requires the conversion of sums expressed in
foreign currency, conversion shall be at the exchange rate applicable on the day and at the place
of payment of the compensation.

2 The person entitled may claim interest on compensation, calculated at five per cent
per annum, from the day of the claim provided for in Article 55 or, if no such claim has been
made, from the day on which legal proceedings were instituted.

3 However, in the case of compensation payable pursuant to Articles 27 and 28, interest
shall accrue only from the day on which the events relevant to the assessment of the amount
of compensation occurred, if that day is later than that of the claim or the day when legal
proceedings were instituted.

4 In the case of luggage, interest shall only be payable if the compensation exceeds 16
units of account per luggage registration voucher.
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5 In the case of luggage, if the person entitled does not submit to the carrier, within a
reasonable time allotted to him, the supporting documents required for the amount of the claim
to be finally settled, no interest shall accrue between the expiry of the time allotted and the
actual submission of such documents.

Article 50

Liability in case of nuclear incidents

The carrier shall be relieved of liability pursuant to these Uniform Rules for loss or damage
caused by a nuclear incident when the operator of a nuclear installation or another person who
is substituted for him is liable for the loss or damage pursuant to the laws and prescriptions of
a State governing liability in the field of nuclear energy.

Article 51

Persons for whom the carrier is liable

The carrier shall be liable for his servants and other persons whose services he makes use of
for the performance of the carriage, when these servants and other persons are acting within
the scope of their functions. The managers of the railway infrastructure on which the carriage
is performed shall be considered as persons whose services the carrier makes use of for the
performance of the carriage.

Article 52

Other actions

1 In all cases where these Uniform Rules shall apply, any action in respect of liability,
on whatever grounds, may be brought against the carrier only subject to the conditions and
limitations laid down in these Uniform Rules.

2 The same shall apply to any action brought against the servants and other persons for
whom the carrier is liable pursuant to Article 51.
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole legislation item and associated
provisions
– Art. 3(1) word substituted by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 7(a)
– Art. 3(4) words substituted by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 7(b)
– Art. 3(5) words substituted by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 7(c)
– Art. 3(6) words substituted by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 7(d)
– Art. 3(11) words substituted by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 7(e)
– Art. 3(16) words substituted by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 7(f)
– Art. 3(18) inserted by S.I. 2019/1165, reg. 7(g) (as inserted) by S.I. 2020/318 reg.

3(2)(b)
– Art. 21(3) inserted by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 13 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 13 substituted immediately before IP completion day by S.I.
2020/318, regs, 1(2)(b), 3(3)(d))

– Art. 21(3) inserted by S.I. 2019/1165, reg. 13(b) (as substituted) by S.I. 2020/318
reg. 3(4)

– Art. 30(2)(3) substituted for Art. 30(2) by S.I. 2018/1165 reg. 17(b)
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