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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 20: Rail vehicle accessibility: compliance

Paragraphs 5 to 12

943. Paragraphs 5 to 12 make provision for a civil enforcement regime which would enable
penalties to be levied for non-compliance with rail vehicle accessibility regulations.

Penalty for using rail vehicle that does not conform with accessibility
regulations: paragraph 5
Effect

944. This paragraph sets out the procedure to be followed by the Secretary of State in
respect of an operator of a regulated rail vehicle which appears not to comply with
the construction requirements of rail vehicle accessibility regulations. The procedure
would involve the issue of “improvement” and “final” notices and, if the vehicle is
used despite still being non-compliant with those elements of rail vehicle accessibility
regulations with which it is required to conform, the Secretary of State could impose a
penalty. The various timescales leading up to the imposition of the penalty would have
to be set out in regulations.

Background

945. This paragraph replicates the provisions of section 47E of the Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not yet in force.

Penalty for using rail vehicle otherwise than in conformity with accessibility
regulations: paragraph 6
Effect

946. This paragraph makes similar provisions to paragraph 5 but in respect of vehicles
used in a way which does not comply with the operational, rather than technical,
requirements of accessibility regulations. For example, a regulated rail vehicle may
have appropriate equipment to assist a disabled person in getting on or off the vehicle,
such as a lift or ramp, but no member of staff is available to operate it.

Background

947. This paragraph replicates the provisions of section 47F of the Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not yet in force.

Inspection of rail vehicles: paragraph 7
Effect

948. This paragraph sets out powers of inspection, to be available where the Secretary
of State has reasonable grounds for suspecting that a regulated rail vehicle does not
conform with those provisions of accessibility regulations with which it is required to
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conform. The paragraph also grants similar powers of inspection following the issuing
of notices under paragraph 6. “Inspectors” would be empowered to examine and test
such rail vehicles and to enter premises at which it is believed they are kept. If an
inspector was intentionally obstructed in the exercise of these powers by an operator,
or someone acting on the operator’s behalf, the Secretary of State could in certain
circumstances impose a penalty on the operator.

Background

949. This paragraph replicates the provisions of section 47G of the Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not yet in force.

Supplementary powers: paragraph 8
Effect

950. This paragraph would allow the Secretary of State to issue a notice to a rail vehicle
operator requiring it to provide information by a specified deadline to enable a rail
vehicle which is described in that notice to be identified. A penalty could be imposed
on the recipient of such a notice if it fails to provide the information required by the
deadline, which must be a minimum of 14 days from the date on which the notice was
given.

951. Provision is also included to incentivise compliance with notices served under
paragraphs 5 or 6 (notices requiring rail operators to make vehicles, or their use,
compliant with accessibility regulations). Operators could be required to state what
steps they are taking to comply with such notices.

952. In default of providing this information, the Secretary of State is empowered to proceed
to the “further notice” stage under paragraphs 5 or 6, a precursor to charging a penalty
for non-compliance.

Background

953. This paragraph replicates the provisions of section 47H of the Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 as inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not yet in force.

Penalties: amount, due date and recovery: paragraph 9
Effect

954. This paragraph makes provision in relation to the amount, due date and recovery of
penalties imposed under paragraphs 1 and 5 to 8. It stipulates that the maximum penalty
cannot exceed the amount prescribed in regulations, or 10 per cent of the turnover
of the rail vehicle operator subject to the penalty, whichever is the lesser amount.
“Turnover” must be determined in accordance with provisions set out in regulations and
the Secretary of State is able to take court proceedings to recover any penalty payable
to him. All penalties must be paid into the Consolidated Fund.

Background

955. This paragraph replicates section 47J (1) to (7) of the Disability Discrimination Act
1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not yet in force. The other
aspects of section 47J are replicated at paragraph 10.

Penalties: code of practice: paragraph 10
Effect

956. This paragraph would require the Secretary of State to issue a code of practice to set
out matters that must be considered in determining the level of a penalty. The Secretary
of State would be required to take account of the code when imposing a penalty under
this Schedule or in considering any objections received to the imposition of a penalty.
A court must also take account of the code in considering an appeal against a penalty
(see paragraph 12).
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957. Before issuing either the first or a revised code of practice, the Secretary of State would
have to lay a draft before Parliament, and could bring it into operation by order.

Background

958. This paragraph replicates the remaining provisions of section 47J of the Disability
Discrimination Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not
yet in force.

Penalties: procedure: paragraph 11
Effect

959. This paragraph sets out the procedure for the imposition of penalties under this
Schedule. In particular it specifies the information which the Secretary of State would
have to provide when notifying a rail vehicle operator that it is liable to a penalty, and
outlines the operator’s right to object to the imposition, or amount of, a penalty. Should
an objection be received, the Secretary of State would be under an obligation to consider
the objection and take appropriate action.

Background

960. This paragraph replicates the provisions of section 47K of the Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not yet in force.

Penalties: appeals: paragraph 12
Effect

961. This paragraph sets out the right of an operator, on whom a penalty has been imposed,
to appeal to a court on the grounds that either it is not liable to a penalty, or that the
amount is too high. An appeal under this section is a re-hearing of the Secretary of
State’s original decision to impose a penalty, and may be brought whether or not the
operator has given a notice of objection (under paragraph 11), or the Secretary of State
has already reduced a penalty.

Background

962. This paragraph replicates the provisions of section 47L of the Disability Discrimination
Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not yet in force.

Forgery, etc.: paragraph 13
Effect

963. This paragraph would make it a criminal offence for a person, with intent to deceive,
to forge, alter, use, or lend a compliance certificate, to allow one to be used by another
person, to make or have possession of a document which closely resembles one, or to
knowingly make a false statement for the purpose of obtaining one.

964. It would also make it a criminal offence for a person, with intent to deceive, to
impersonate an inspector authorised by the Secretary of State under paragraph 7.

Background

965. This paragraph replicates elements of the provisions of section 49 of the Disability
Discrimination Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not
yet in force.

Regulations: paragraph 14

966. This paragraph provides that any power to make regulations provided for in the
Schedule is exercisable by the Secretary of State.

Interpretation: paragraph 15
Effect
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967. This paragraph defines what is meant by the terms “compliance assessment”,
“compliance certificate” and “operator” in relation to this Schedule.

968. Under sub-paragraph (2), if a rail vehicle to which this Schedule applies is the subject
of an exemption order issued under section 183, then a reference in this Schedule to a
rail vehicle accessibility requirement would not include a requirement from which that
vehicle is exempt.

Background

969. This paragraph replicates elements of the provisions of section 47M of the Disability
Discrimination Act 1995 inserted by the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 but not
yet in force.
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