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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 5: Work

Chapter 4: Supplementary

Section 81: Ships and hovercraft

Effect

284. This section provides that the employment provisions in Part 5 will apply to seafarers
and the crew of hovercraft only in the way set out in regulations made by a Minister
of the Crown.

Background

285. The Act is silent on the territorial application of the employment provisions. While this
approach is acceptable for most workers, who at any given time are within either the
territory of the United Kingdom or some other territory, seafarers work on ships that
may be constantly moving between waters under the jurisdiction of different States.
This section will allow the Minister to say how and when the employment provisions
apply to seafarers on ships and crew on hovercraft in accordance with international law
and custom and the global practices of the shipping industry. The Minister may make
provision with regard to ships outside Great Britain.

286. This section replaces provisions in previous legislation concerning its application to
seafarers.
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