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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 7: Associations

Section 102: Guests

Effect

331. This section makes it unlawful for an association to discriminate against, harass or
victimise existing or potential guests. In particular, an association cannot refuse to invite
a person as a guest because of a particular characteristic or invite that person on certain
conditions which the association would not apply to other would-be guests. Equally, a
guest cannot be refused access to a benefit or subjected to any other detriment simply
because of a protected characteristic.

Background

332. Previous legislation provided protection to existing and potential guests of associations
because of disability only. This section extends similar protection to all protected
characteristics covered by this Part.

Example

• An association refuses to invite the disabled wife of a member to attend an annual dinner,
which is open to all members’ partners, simply because she is a wheelchair user. This would
be direct discrimination.
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