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Council Directive 2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003
restructuring the Community framework for the taxation of
energy products and electricity (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 19

1 In addition to the provisions set out in the previous Articles, in particular in Articles
5, 15 and 17, the Council, acting unanimously on a proposal from the Commission, may
authorise any Member State to introduce further exemptions or reductions for specific policy
considerations.

A Member State wishing to introduce such a measure shall inform the Commission
accordingly and shall also provide the Commission with all relevant and necessary
information.

The Commission shall examine the request, taking into account, inter alia, the proper
functioning of the internal market, the need to ensure fair competition and Community
health, environment, energy and transport policies.

Within three months of receiving all relevant and necessary information, the
Commission shall either present a proposal for the authorisation of such a measure by
the Council or, alternatively, shall inform the Council of the reasons why it has not
proposed the authorisation of such a measure.

2 The authorisations referred to in paragraph 1 shall be granted for a maximum period of
6 years, with the possibility of renewal in accordance with the procedure set out in paragraph 1.

3 If the Commission considers that the exemptions or reductions provided for in
paragraph 1 are no longer sustainable, particularly in terms of fair competition or distortion of
the operation of the internal market, or in terms of Community policy in the areas of health,
protection of the environment, energy and transport, it shall submit appropriate proposals to the
Council. The Council shall take a unanimous decision on these proposals.


