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Directive 2008/52/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21
May 2008 on certain aspects of mediation in civil and commercial matters

Article 1

Objective and scope

1 The objective of this Directive is to facilitate access to alternative dispute resolution
and to promote the amicable settlement of disputes by encouraging the use of mediation and by
ensuring a balanced relationship between mediation and judicial proceedings.

2 This Directive shall apply, in cross-border disputes, to civil and commercial matters
except as regards rights and obligations which are not at the parties’ disposal under the relevant
applicable law. It shall not extend, in particular, to revenue, customs or administrative matters
or to the liability of the State for acts and omissions in the exercise of State authority (acta iure
imperii).

3 In this Directive, the term ‘Member State’ shall mean Member States with the
exception of Denmark.


