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Directive 2008/52/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21
May 2008 on certain aspects of mediation in civil and commercial matters

Article 5

Recourse to mediation

1 A court before which an action is brought may, when appropriate and having regard to
all the circumstances of the case, invite the parties to use mediation in order to settle the dispute.
The court may also invite the parties to attend an information session on the use of mediation
if such sessions are held and are easily available.

2 This Directive is without prejudice to national legislation making the use of mediation
compulsory or subject to incentives or sanctions, whether before or after judicial proceedings
have started, provided that such legislation does not prevent the parties from exercising their
right of access to the judicial system.


