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Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 26 February 2014 on public procurement and
repealing Directive 2004/18/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE II

RULES ON PUBLIC CONTRACTS

CHAPTER III

Conduct of the procedure

Section 3

Choice of participants and award of contracts

Subsection 2

Reduction of numbers of candidates, tenders and solutions

Article 65

Reduction of the number of otherwise qualified candidates to be invited to participate

1 In restricted procedures, competitive procedures with negotiation, competitive
dialogue procedures and innovation partnerships, contracting authorities may limit the number
of candidates meeting the selection criteria that they will invite to tender or to conduct a dialogue,
provided the minimum number, in accordance with paragraph 2, of qualified candidates is
available.

2 The contracting authorities shall indicate, in the contract notice or in the invitation
to confirm interest, the objective and non-discriminatory criteria or rules they intend to apply,
the minimum number of candidates they intend to invite and, where appropriate, the maximum
number.

In the restricted procedure the minimum number of candidates shall be five. In the
competitive procedure with negotiation, in the competitive dialogue procedure and in
the innovation partnership the minimum number of candidates shall be three. In any
event the number of candidates invited shall be sufficient to ensure genuine competition.

The contracting authorities shall invite a number of candidates at least equal to the
minimum number. However, where the number of candidates meeting the selection
criteria and the minimum levels of ability as referred to in Article 58(5) is below the
minimum number, the contracting authority may continue the procedure by inviting
the candidates with the required capabilities. In the context of the same procedure,
the contracting authority shall not include economic operators that did not request to
participate, or candidates that do not have the required capabilities.


