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2022 CHAPTER 18

PART 1
Adoption

CHAPTER 4

Status of adopted children

PROSPECTIVE

Status conferred by adoption

66.—(1)  An adopted person is to be treated in law as if born as the child
of the adopters or adopter.

(2)  An adopted person is the legitimate child of the adopters or adopter and,
if adopted by—

(a) two persons who are a couple; or
(b) one of a couple under section 48(2),

is to be treated as the child of the relationship of the couple in question.
(3)  An adopted person—

(a) if adopted by one of a couple under section 48(2), is to be treated in law
as not being the child of any person other than the adopter and the other
one of the couple; and

(b) in any other case, is to be treated in law, subject to subsection (4), as not
being the child of any person other than the adopters or adopter;

but this subsection does not affect any reference in this Act to a person’s natural
parent or to any other natural relationship.
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(4)  In the case of a person adopted by one of the person’s natural parents as
sole adoptive parent, subsection (3)(b) has no effect as respects entitlement to
property depending on relationship to that parent, or as respects anything else
depending on that relationship.

(5)  This section has effect from the date of the adoption.
(6)  Subject to the provisions of this Chapter and Schedule 4, this section—

(a) applies for the interpretation of statutory provisions or instruments passed
or made before as well as after the adoption, and so applies subject to any
contrary indication; and

(b) has effect as respects things done, or events occurring, on or after the
adoption.

(7)  This section—
(a) does not apply to a statutory provision or other instrument passed or made

before 1st October 1989 in so far as it contains a disposition of property;
and

(b) does not apply to any public general Act in its application to any
disposition of property in a statutory provision or other instrument passed
or made before 1st October 1989.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 66 not in operation at Royal Assent, see s. 160(1)
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/18/section/160/1
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and
Chapters:

– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/412, Sch. 3 (as substituted)
by 2022 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 3 para. 83
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