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1. The Returning Officer shall deliver to each member present a 
balJot paper which shall contain a list of the .candidates as described in 
their respective nomination papers and arranged alphabetically in the 
order of their sutnames and,' if th~reare two or more ca:qdidates with 
the same surname, of their other names. 

2. Each member on receiving the ballot paper shall be entitl~d to 
.record his vote by placing a mark in the form of an X opposite the name. 
of one candidate and no more, and no other mark shall be placed on the 
ballot paper. 

3. Each' member shall then fold the ballot paper :and deliver it so 
folded to the Returning Officer.' . 

4. The Returning·Officer shall first satisfy himself that the number 
, of ballot papers retJ].rned to him does not exceed the number issued by 
,him to the members present. He shall ther<;upon examirie each ballot 
, paper and shall reject any papers on which ho mark has been placed or, 
on which'marks have beeil placed opposite'the nam,es 6f more thaI,l one 
candidate, or on which any mark other than,that pe:t:mitted by Regu­
lation 2 h<,;reof has been made. The number of papers not so rejected 
shall be the number of votes validly cast. ' 

S. The Returning Officer shall thereupon count the number' of 
votes validly c:ast for each candidate. 

'6. The Interpretation Act, 1921, shall apply to the interptetation of 
these Regulations as it applies to the interpretation of ~n Act of the 
Parliament of Northern Ireland. ' 

,7., These ~egulation$ may be cited as the Electoral (Local Govern­
ment, Casual Vacancies - Poll) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1946. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
Northern Ireland, this twenty-first day of November" One, 
Thousand Nine Hundred' and. Fotty-six, in the presence of 

(L.S.) J. B. O'Neill, 
Assistant Secretary. 

Parliamentary Elections 
R;EGULATIONS DATED '4TH SEPTEMBER,' 1946, MADE BY THE MINISTRY 

OF HOME AFFAIRS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND UNDER SECTIONS 
TWENTY, TWENTY-SIX AND, FIFTY-FOUR OF THE ELECTIONS AND 
FRANCHISE ACT (NORTHERN IIWLAND); 1946. 

1946. No. 136 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

PART I - QUESTIONS AND OATHS 

1, Questions to be asked and Oaths to be administered by Presiding 
Officers - General. ' " 
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2. Appropriate questions. 
,3.0a~hsand Mfir:mations. Manner of Aditiinistration" etc. 
4. Oatl? or Mfirmation in relation to Questions I and II. 
5. Oath or Mfirmation in relation to Questions III and IV. 
6. Oath or Affirmation in relation to Que~tions V. YI, VII, and VItI. 

PART II":"'" VOTING BY POST 

FreHm£nary 
7. Postal Voting Area. 
8~ , Po~tal Voting :List. 
9. Application of Ballot Act. 

10~ Form of ballot paper and declaration of identity. , 
n. Presence of Agents. 
12. Numbet of Postal Vo~er. 

Proceedings on issue of Ballot Papers 

13. Issue of ballot papers. 
,14. Provision of Postal Voters' Ballot Boxes; 

Proceedings' on receipt of Ballot Papers 

15. Envelopes to be placed in Postal Voters' Ballot Boxes. 
16. Opening of Postal Voters,' Ballot Boxes. ' 
17. Rejected declaratioI).s of Identity. " ' 
18. Ballot papers to be placec;l. in Postal Voters"BaHot Boxes. 

, Documents to be sent to the Clerk of ' the Crown in N~thern Ireland 

19; Action to .he taken after is~me, of ballot papers. 
20. Action to be takellafter examimition of voting docUInents. ' 
21. Covering envelopes received after close of ballot or, retllrned 

undelivered. ' 
22. Documents to be furnished to Clerk of the Crown in Northern 

. Ireland. ' ' ' 
23. Disposal of envelopes sub~e9.uently received. 

" 'PART III ~ MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS' 

24. Notice of pr9posed appointment of Polling Places. 
25. Marking of Register. ' ," . 
26. Issue of bitllot,papers 'in respect of marked entries. 
27. Document of Identity. , 
28. Certificate under Section 23 (7) of the Act, of 1946. , 
29. Returns to be made by 'Electoral Officers to' Ministry after 

Parliamentary Elections. 
30; 'Interpretation. 
31. Citation and Commencement., 



Parlia~entary Elections. 145 

, Schedule :-Forms 

In pursuance of the powers' conferred upon it by Sections Twenty, 
Twenty-six and Fifty-four of the Elections and Franchise Act (Northern 
Ireland), 1946, and of all other powers on that behalf it thereunto 
enabling the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland hereby 
makes the following regulations ,:-

PART I - QUESTIONS AND OATHS 

1. At any Parliamentary Election the Presiding Officer, may, and if Questions to 
required by any candidate, or by the agent of any candidate, (including b,e hsked band 
an agent appointed under Section Two of the Parliamentary and Local ~d~in~~te:ed 
Government Elections Act (Northern Ireland), 1930) shall, put to any by Presiding 
voter at the time of applying for a ballot paper, and not afterwards, such gfficer~­
one or more of the questions hereinafter prescribed as shall be appro- enera. 

priate, and may, and if required by or on behalf of a candidat~ as ' 
aforesaid, shall, administer to the said voter the oath or affirmation 
prescribed in relation to any such question ; and unless -the voter shall 
give a satisfactory answer to. every question so asked and take the oath 
or affirmation so administered, a ballot paper shall not be issued to him. 

2. For the purposes of the preceding regulation Appr?pr,iate 
, questions. 

(a) ~he following questions shall be appropriate to be asked of an 
elector claiming to vote in person at any Parliamentary 
Elections :~ 

Question I. "Are you the same pers~~ whose name appears 
as A.B. on the register of electors for the Parliamentary 
Constituency of (here add the name of the Constituency to 
which the election relates)?" 

Question II. . " Have you already voted, either here or else­
where, at this election for the Parliamentary Constituency of 
(here add the name of the Constituency to which the election 
relates) ? " , 

(b) the following questions shan be appropriate to be asked of a ' 
person claiming to vote as proxy for an' elector at any Parlia-
mentary Election. ' 

Question Ill. "Are you the sa~e person whose name 
appears as A.B. [on this proxy paper] (or where the proxy is 
permitted to vote without producing the proxy paper ) [on the 
list of proxies for this election J as entitled to vote as proxy on 
behalf of C.D. ? " 

Question IV. "Have you already voted as proxy on behalf 
of C.D., either here or elsewhere, at this election for the 
Parliamentaty Constituency of (here. add the 'name of the 
Constituency to which the election relates) ? " 
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(C) the following additional questions shall be appropriate to be 
asked at a Parliamentary General Election :--:-, ' 

Questio11: V. (In the case of a person voting in respect of a 
residence qualification). "Have you already voted at this 
general election in respect of a residence qualification? " 

Question VI., (In the case of a person vo.ting in respect of a 
qualification other than a residence qualification). "~ave you 
already voted at this general election in respect of a qualifi­
cation other than a residence qualification ?" 

Question VII. (In the cJlse of a person claiming to vote as 
proxy on b.ehalf of a person registered in respect of a reside'lJ-ce 
qualification)., "Have you already voted at this general 
election on behalf of C.D, in respect of a residence qualifi­
cation? " 

Question VIII. (In the case of a person voting qs proxy on 
behalf of a person registered in respect of 4 qualificatiQn other 
than a residence qualification). "Have you already voted at 
this general. election on behalf of C.D. in respect of a qualifi­
cation other than a residence qualificatiQn ? " 

Oaths and 3. The Oaths cir Affirmations to be administered in relation to the' 
Affirmatiofns. several questions shall be in the form set out in the next three succeed-
Manner 0 • 1 . d h 11 b d .. d' hell .' Administra- mg regu atlOns, an s a e a mlUlstere m t e.LO owmg manner :-
tion, etc. (a) The person taking the Oath shall hold the New Testament,' 

or, in the case of a Jew, the Old Testament, in his uplifted 
, hand, and shall say or repeat after the Officer administering 

the Oath, the Oath prescribed as appropriate. 
(b) Unless the person about to take the Oath voluntarily objects 

thereto, 6r is physically incapable of !30 taking the Oath, the 
Oath shall be administered in the manner aforesaid and in the 
form prescribed, without question, but in the case of a person 
who is neither a Christian nor a Jew, the Oath shall be 
administered in any manner which is held lawful. 

(c) The person making the Mfirmation shall say or repeat after 
the Officer administering the Mfirmation the words of the 
Mfirmation prescribed as appropriate. 

Oath or 4. The Oath or AffirmatIon to be administered in relation to 
fUfirm

l 
~tion Questions I and II in paragraph (a) of Regulation 2 shall be :- ' 

III re a tlon to ' 
Questions I " I swear by Almighty God [or" I do' solemnly, sincerely and 
and II. truly, declare and affirm "] (as the case may be) that I am the 

same person whose name appears as A.B. on the register of 
electors now in force for the Parliamentary Constituency of 
(here add the name of the Constituency to which the election 
relates), and that I have not before voted, . either here' or 
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elsewhere, at' the preseht election for the. Parliamentary 
ConstitQency of :(h~re add the .name of the Const#uency to 
whiclJ,the election relates)." .. 

5, The Oath, or Affirmation to ~ be administered in relation to Oath or 
'Questions III and IV in paragraph (b) of Regulation 2 shall be :~ t::~~~:i~~~o 

,,'I sweat· by Almighty God [or" I do solemnly, sincerely and Questions 

1 1 
. . . h .' III and IV. 

tru y, dec are and affirm "] (as t e case may be) that I a,m the 
.same person whose name appears as A.B. [on the proxy 
paper issued in respect of C.D.] (or' where the'proxy is per-
mitted to vote.without producing dproxy papernonthe list 
of proxies for this election] as entitled to vote .as proxy on 
behalf of C.D., and that I have not already voted as proxy 
on behalf of C.D., either here or elsewhere, at this election 
for thepa;rliamentary Constituency of (here add the name of 
the COnStituency,to .which the election relates) ". 

. 6: T·he Oath Qr Affirmation to he ~dministered in relation· to Oat!). or 
·Questions.V; VI, VII and VIII in paragraph (c) of Regulation 2 shall ~ffirml ~tion. 
b 

. ." . . ' mre~'tlOnto 

e .- . QuestIons V, 
" I swear by Almighty God [or" I do sQlemnly, si;ncerelY and VI,. Vn, 

truly, declare'and affii'm."] (as ~he cq.se may be).that [(in ihe and VUL 
. case of Question V) I have not ?lreadyvoted at this general . 
election in respect .of a residence qu;:tlificationJ or [(in the 
case oj Que$fion V.() I have not already. voted at this general 
election in respect of a qualification' other. than a residence 
qualification] or [ (in the case of a proxy voting on behalf of a 
person, in respect of a residertcequalification) I 1?-ave not already 
voted' at this general election on behalf of C.D. in respect of a 
'residence qualification] or [(tn the case of a proxy voting o~ 
behalf of a person in respect ,oj' a qualification other. than a 
resid~nce qualification) I have noeilready voted at this general 
ere~tion on behalf of C.D~ in respect of.a qualificati<:m other 

. tha,n a residence qli~lification] (as the case may be) ". 

PART II - VOTING BY post·· 

Preliminary . 

7. . for the purposes of paragraph (b) of sub-section 2 of Section Pos~al 
Forty-two of the Elections and Fr.anchise Act (Northern Ireland)" 194;6; VotIng Area. 
the,po~tal voting area shall be-

(a) Gre~t Britain. 
(6) Isle of Man. 
(c) Channel Islands,., 
(d) . Eire. 
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8. If, after the initiation of an election in any constituency, and not· 
later than three clear days before the day fixed for nominations at the 
eleCtion, the Electoral Officer for the County or County Borough in 
which the constituency is situated receives, in the form set out ·in the 
Schedule hereto, from any person registered as· a Parliamentary elector 
in the constituency other than a person registered by virtue of a Service 
qualification, an application to vote by post at the election, he shall, 
after satisfying himself that either-

(a) the postal address furnished with the application, to which a 
postal ballot paper is to be sent, is outside Northern Ireland 
but within the prescribed postal voting area; or 

(b) the postal address furnished, although within Northern 
Ireland, is accompanied by a certificate by a registered 
medical practitioner that the applicant will be prevented by 
illness or other physical incapacity from voting in person at 
the election ; 

enter the name of the applicant in a List of Postal Voters prepared in 
the form set out in the Schedule hereto, and the said· List shall be the 
Postal Voting List for that election but .for no other election. 

9.-(1) Sections Four and Eleven of the Ballot Act, 1872, shall apply 
with the necessary" modifications to officers, assistahts, clerks or agents 
in attendance at the proceedings on the issue of ballot papers, or at the 

. proceedings on the receipt of ballot papers, as they apply to officers, 
assistants, clerks or. agents in atteI).dance at Polling Stations. 

. (2) The following provisIons of the Ballot Act, 1872, that is t6 
say, Section Three, and Rules 39 to 42 inclusive, 48, 49, and 51 to 55 
inclusive, in Part I of the First Schedule, shall be deemed to be incor­
porated in this Part of these Regulations, with such modifications as 
are necessary to make them applicable to the provisions thereof, and in 
particular with th<,; substitution in Rules 52 and 54 of the issue of the 
ballot papers or of the opening of the postal voters' ballot boxes for the 
opening of the poll, and with the substitution for any reference in any 
of the said Rules for the expression " Clerk of the Crown in Chancery" 
of the expression" Clerk of the Crown in Northe·rn Ireland". . 

(3) In this Part of these Regulations, unless the context other­
wise requir.es, the expression " Agent" includes the election agent of 
the candidate and any person appointed by any such election agent to 
be ·present at the issue or opening of ballot papers and the expression 
" issue"· includes the original and any subsequent issue. 

Form of 10.-(1) The ballot papers to be sent to postal voters shall be in the 
Ballot Pal'er same forin as, and indistinguishable from, the ballot papers delivered 
a?-d declara- to othei· electors .. 
tlOn of • . 
identity. (2) A declaration of identity shall be sent with the ballot paper 

to each postal voter and shall be in the fqrm set but in the Schedule 
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.. hereto, oi· in a·form to the li1{e effect, ilhdshall have printed- on the hack 
thereof the instructions t6 the voter set out· inihat Schedule, which 
instructions· shall have effect as though they were contained in this 
Part of these Regulations . 

. 11.~(1) The R~turning Officer, his assistants and clerks, the election Presence of· 
agent of each candidate,. or some person appointed by such election Agents. 
agent and no ·other person, may be present at the proceedings on the 
issue of ballot papers and on the opening of the postal voters' ballot 
boxes and the envelopes contained therein. . 

(2) Where th~ .ballot papers are to be issued or the envelopes 
. contained in the postal voters'· ballot boxes are to be opened simul­
taneously in two or more batches, the election agent of each candidate 

. may appoint such nuinber of person$ as 'he may be authorised by the 
Returning Officer to appoint; not exceeding. the number of such 
batches, to be present with him or on his behalf at such issue or opening: 

Pro~ided that no eleCtion agent shall be authorised by the .Returning . 
Officer to appo.int a larger number of persons than any other election 

. agent. . 

12.--:-(1) ;rhe nUIIiber of ~n elector· in the Postal Voting List shall be Number of 
his number within the ·meaning of Section Two of, and· Rule 24 in Postal Voter. 

Par~ I of the First -Schedule to, the Ballot Act, 1872, for the purpose of . 
voting by post.· . . 

(2) In the case of a voter voting by post, the distinctive number 
. of the polling district shall not be deemed to be part of the number. of 
the elector within the me~ming of Section Two, of, and. Rule 24 iIi Part I 
of the First Schedule t<?, the Ballot Act, 1872. 

Proceedings on ii;ue of Ballot Papers 

13.-(1) The Returning Officer shall, not later than the day of Blssue of 
. . f d'd I" hi' f h allot nommanon 0 can 1 ates at an <? ectlOn,. glVe tee ectlOn agent 0 eac Papers. 

candidate notic~ of the time and place at which he will issue the ballot 
papers, and of the number of pe~SoIis each agent may appoint to attend 
the said issue. . 

. Where any subsequent issue of ballot papers is made, the Returning 
Officer shall give the election agent of each candidate, as'soon as ·prac­
ticable, notice of the time and place at which he will make such subse­
quent issue and of the n).lmber of persons each agent may appoint to 
at.tend f)uch issue. . 

. (2) Each ballot paper issued shall be marked on both sides with 
the offiCial markeithet stamped or perforated, and the number, name 
aJ,lddescriptiohof the elector as stated in the postal voting list shall be 
calledout,and such number shall be marked on the counterfoil, and a 
mark shall be placed in a copy of the postal voting list against the 
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number of the elector to denote that a ballot paper has been issued "to 
the elector, but without showing the particular ballot paper issued to 
him. 

(3) The Returning Officer shall enter or cause to be marked 
"upon the form of declaration of identity the number of the ballot paper. 

(4) The Returning Officer shall place in an envelope addressed 
to the postal voter at the recorded address ;-

(a) the "ballot paper ; 

(b) the form of declaration of identity; 

(c) an envelope addressed to the Returning Officer (hereinafter 
referred to as a " covering envelope ") ; 

(d) a smaller envelope marked " ballot paper envelope " .bc~aririg 
the number of the ballot paper; 

"and shall effectually close such first-mentioned envelope. 

The above-mentioned envelopes shall be in the respective forms set 
out in the Schedule hereto. 

(5) Where a Returning Officer is satisfied that twq or more 
entries in the postal voting l'ist for a constituency relate to the same 
person, he shall not issue more than one ballot paper in respect -of those 
entries. 

"(6) All envelopes addressed to the postal voters shall be counted 
and forthwith delivered: by the Returning Officer to the nearest Head 
Post Office, or such other office as may.-be arranged with the Head 
Postmaster, and the Postmaster shall stamp with the Post Office date 
stamp a form of receipt to be presented by the Returning Officer stating 
the number of envelopes so" delivered, and shall immediately forward 
such envelopes for delivery to the persons to whom they are addressed. 

(7) Where an envelope containing a ballot paper and the other 
documents referred to in this regulation is returned to the Returning 
Officer as not having been delivered "to a postal voter, the Returning 
Officer may re-address the envelope to any address to which he could 
send a ballot paper for that voter if he were then sending iffcir the first 
time. " 

Provision of 14.-(1) The Returning Officer shall provide a ballot box or ballot 
Postal boxes for the reception of the covering envelopes when returned by the 
Voters' 
Ballot Boxes. voters. 

" (2) Every such ballot box shall be shown open and empty to the 
agents present, and shall be sealed with the Seal of the Returning Officer 
and the seals of such of the agents as desire to affix their seals; and shall 
be marked" postal voters' ballot box" and with the name of the con­
stituency, and the Returning Officer shall make provision for the safe 
custody of such ballot box. 
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Proceedings O1i receipt oj Ballot Papers 
, , Envelopes to 

15. The R~turning Officer shall,immediately on receipt of covering ~e ~liced in 
envelopes, place them unopened in a postal voters' ballot box. V~~e~s' 

, ' Ballot Boxes. 

, 16.-(0 The postal :voters' ballot boxes shall be opened by the OpeJ$g of ' 
Returning Officer, in the presence of the agents, before the time fixed Pv:,ostal, 

h . fh ' oters for t e countmg 0 t e votes. Ballot Boxes. 
,(2) The Returning Officershal,l give the election agent of each' 

candidate at least twenty-four hours' notice in' writing of the time and 
place at which he will proceed to open the postal voters' bllllot boxes 
and the envelopes contain~d thereii;t, and of the number of persons such 

'agent may' appoint to be present at the opening. 

(3) 'When a postal voters' -ballot box has been opened, the 
'Returning Officer shall count and note the number of envelopes, and 
shall then open each covering envelope 'separately, examine the de­
claration of identity, and compare ,the number thereon with, the number 
,on the ballot paper envelope. 

, (4) If the numbers ;agree and the declaration of identity is found , 
to be duly signed and authenticated; he shall place the declaration of ' 
identity and the ballot paper envelope in separate receptacles. ' 

(5) If he is not satisfied that the declaration :of identity has been' 
duly signed and authenticated, he shall endorse the declaration of 
identity "vote rejected" and shall attach thereto the ballot paper 
envelope, without opening such envelope, or if there is no such 
envelope, the ballot paper. , 

(6) If he finds that .the 'numbers on the declaration of identity 
and on the ballot paper envelope do not agree; or jf the envelope has no 
number ,on it, he shall' open the envelope, and if the number on the 
baJlot paper agrees with the number on the declaration of identity he 
shall plac(! the ballot paper in the ballot box referred,to in paragraph (2) 
~f, Regulation 18 of these Regulations. 

(7) In ~very case in which the number on the ballot paper, does, 
not agree with the number on the .declaration of identity, he shall 
replace the ballot paper.in its envelope (if any), attach, such envelope 
or ballot paper as the case may be to the declaration of identity, and 
endorse the declaration of identity " vote rejected ". 

, (8)' Where a declaration of identity does not appear to accompany 
the ballot paper envelope, the Returning Officer shall open the env.elope, 
and ifit is found to contain the decHlration,of identity, he shall deal with 
such declaration and ballot paper in accordal):ce with the r!!gulations in 

, this Part of these Regulations. ' ' , 

(9) Any declaration not accompanied by a ballot paper, and any 
ballot paper" not accompanied by a declaration of identity, s:hall be 
marked "rejected '''. 
,L ' 
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(10) Where a ballot paper· and declaration· of identity are 
received together and the numbers thereon agree, the ballot paper shall 
not be rejected solely on the ground of non-compliance with paragraph 
5 of the instructions to the voter set out in the Schedule hereto. 

17.-( 1) The Returning Officer shall show any declaration of identity 
which he proposes to reject on the ground that it has not been properly 
signed and authenticated to the agents, and if an objecdon is made by 

. any agent to his decision shalJ add to the endorsement the words 
" reject~on objected to". . 

. . 

(2) The Returning Officer shall keep all rejected declarations, 
with the attached envelopes or ballot papers as the case may be, separate 
from other documents. 

Ballot papers 18.-(1) When the covering envefopes in any postal voters' ballot 
. !o be placed box have been opened and their contents dealt with under the two 

m postal. . f h d b 11 Voters' precedmg rules, the Returnmg.o ficershall open eac unopene a ot 
Ballot Boxes. paper .envelope and compare the number on the envelope with the 

number on the ballot paper . 

.(2) If the numbers agree he shall place the ballot paper in a ballot 
box previously shown and sealed in the manner provided in Regulation· 

·14 of these Regulations which shall be subsequently treated as a ballot 
box for the purpose of Rule 34 in Part I of the First· Schedule to the 
Ballot Act, 1872. 

(3) If the numbers do not ~gree he shall ·mark the ballot paper 
" rejected " and shall attach it to the envelope. 

Documents to be sent to the Clerk of the Crown in Northern Ireland 

Action to be 19. The Returning Officer, as soon as practicable. after the com­
!aken after pletion of the issue of the ballot papers, and in the presence of the 
b:ll~t~apers. agents, shall make up in separate packets, sealed with his own seal and 

sealed by such of the agents as desire to affix their seals, the marked 
copy of the postal voting list and the counterfoils of the .ballot papers: 

Provided that where any subsequent issue of. ballot papers is plade 
the sealed packet containing the marked copy of the postal voting list 
may be opened by the Returning Officer for the purposes of that issue, 
.and on completion of that issue the list and the counterfoils of the 
ballot papers at that issue shall be made up and sealed in accordance 
with this reguhition.· 

Action to be 20. The Returning Officer shall seal up in separate packets (1) the 
taken after declarations of identity which accompanied any ballot papers duly 
examination d (2) . d d 1 . f of voting accepte, \ . any reJecte ec aratlOns 0 identity, and (3) any rejected 
documents. ballot papers; in the two latter cases with· the envelopes (if any) attached 

thereto. 
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21. "W~ere covering envelopes are receivc:;d by the Returning Officer Covering 

" after the close of dthe poldl, l~r whderehan
R
y enve!opeOs faddressed to postal :~1~e~r 

voters are returne as un e lvere ,t e eturnmg flcer shall not open after close of 
. such envelopes and shall (subject to any power of readdressing the same) ballot or 

seal them up into separate packets. . retun~ed 
.". undehvered. 

22. The Returning Offi,cer shall forward to the Clerk of the Crown Documents 
in Northern Ireland at the same time as he forwards"the documents}O b<,; h d t 

mentioned in Rule 38 of Part I of the First Schedule to the Ballot Act, Cr:~k of th~ 
1872- ". Crown in 

(a) any' packets referred. to in the foregoing provisions of this rr~[:~~n 
part of these RegulatlOns ; and· 

(b) a statement in the form set out in the Schedule hereto 
showing the number of ballot papers sent to postal voters, 
a,nd giving with respect to such papers the particulars 
required by the form. 

I 

23. Any envelopes returned as undelivered, and any covering Disptsal .of 
envelopes received by the Returning Officer, after the said packets have :~b:eiu~~tly 
been forwarded to the Clerk of the Crown in Northern Ireland, shall be received. 
retained unopened and forwarded subsequently. . 

PART III - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

24. For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (5) of Section Notice of 

Thirty-three of the Elec~io:r:s and !ranchis~ Act (Norther?- Ireland), ~;~~i~~ent 
1946, the manner of pubhshmg notlces relatmg to the appomtment, or of Polling 
proposed appointment, of polling places in any polling district shall Places. 
be :-

(a) by advertisement in one or more newspapers circulating "in 
the polling district; and 

(b) . by posters promin~ntly displayed at suitable positions in the 
polling district ; and 

(c) in such other manner, if any, as the Council consider neces­
sary in order to bring the appointment, or proposed appoint­
ment, adequately to the notice of persons concerned or 
interested . 

. 25. Before the day fixed for the poll for any parliamentary election, Ma~king of 
"the Electoral Officer shall mark in each copy of the Register to be used RegIster. 

at the election in connection with the isstle of postal. or other ballot 
papers-

(a) the letter" A " against the name of every elector whose name 
has been included in the postal voting list i 

(b) the letters" PC " against the name of every elector registered 
by virtue of a qualification other than a Service qualification 
who has appointed a proxy i " 

(c) the letters" PS " against the name of every elector entered 
. iIi the Register by virtue of a Service qualification who has 
appoiilted a proxy. 
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26;-{1) A'b~llot paper shall not be issu~d by the Presiding Officer 
at any polling station to any person claiming to vote in person in respect 
of any entry· in the Register against which the letteF " A " has been 
marked. 

~~l:t ~~pers (2) A ballot pap~r shall not be issued by the Presiding Officer at 
in respect of any polling station to any person other than the duly appointed proxy 
marked claiming to vote in person in respect qf any entry in the Register against 
entries.. which the letters" PC " have been marked. 

(3) Wher~ the letters " ~S " are marked against an entry in the 
Register, the Presiding Officer at any polling station shill issue a ballot 
paper either to the elector to whom the entry relates or to his duly 
appointed proxy, whicheve:r of the said two persons first claims to v0te 
in person in respect of the entry. 

Document 27. For the purposes of Section Twenty-five of the Elections and 
of Identity. Franchise Act (Northern Ireland), 1946, the document of identity ~o be 

produced for the insp~ction of the Presiding Officer by a person apply-
ing for a ballot paper shall be- . 

(a) an identity card issued pursuant to the pr0visions of the 
National Registration Act, 1939; or 

(b) a valid British Passport; or 
(c) a Travel Permit Card; or 
(d) a document of identity issued by the Head or other Constable' 

of the Royal Ulster Constabulary in charge of a Station; 
which bears the same name and. address as are shown in the entry in the . 
Register in respect of which the person is applying to vote. 

28~' The Certificate to be given by the Returning Officer under 
Sub-section (7) of Section Twenty-three of the Act of 1946 shall be in 
the form set out in the Schedule,hereto or in a form to the like effect. 

. -

Certificate . 29. Within twenty-eight days after the declaration of the result of 
~n~3r(7) any Parliamentary election, the Electoral Officer shall furnish to the 
of the Act of 'Ministry particulars of the number of service and of other electors 
1946. respectively entitled to vote by duly appointed proxies whose appoint­
Returns to ments were valid for the purposes of that. election, together with copies 
~ie~~~:l by of the following returns made by the Electoral Officer, as Returning 
Officers to Officer for the election, to the Clerk of the Crown in Northern Ireland, 
Ministry that is to say :-
after Parlia-
mentary (a) Statement with respect to ballot papers sent to .Postal Voters. 
Elections. (b) Report as to ballot papers rejected and not counted: and 

Interpreta­
tion. 

verification of ballot paper account. 
(c) Notice of result of ·uncontested election. 
(d) Notice of result of ballot. 

30.-(1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requi~es, 
the following expressions shall have the meanings hereby attributed to 
them- '. . 
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(a) the expression" Ministry'? means the Ministry of Home 
Affairs for Northern Ireland; 

(b). the expression" ·postal voter" means ·an elector whose name 
is entered in the postal voting list for any election; 

(2) The Interpretation Act, 1889, as applied. to Northern Ireland 
by the Interpretation Act, 1921, shall apply to the interpretation of 
these Regulations as it applies to the interpretation of an Act of Parlia-
ment. . 

, . . . 
31.-(1) ·These Regulations may be cited as the Electoral (Parlia_·Citation an 

rriimtaq Elections) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1946. .::~ence-
(2) Regulations 24, 30 and 31. of these Regulations shall come 

into force on the date hereof. Regulations 1 to 23 inclusive and 25 to 
29 inclusive shall collie into force on the 15th cj.ay of August, 1946. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Home Affairs for 
North~rn Ireland this. foqrth day of September, One 
Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-six, "in the presence of 

(L.S.) J. B. O'Neill, 
Assistant Secretary. 

SCHEDULE. 

ELECTIONS AND FRANCHISE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1946 . 

. E:F. 20 (N.I.) POSTAL VOTER's APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 42 (1) (a) OF THE ACT. 

(ABSENCE FROM NORTHERN IRELAND) 

. To the Electoral Officer Constituency of. ......... : .................................................................. . 

1. Name of Voter in full 

4. Registered No. in Register 

3. ·.Polling District 

4. Qualifying Address 

"5. State :-....: 
(a) Reason for; and (a) 
(b) Expected length of absence (b) 

from Northern Ireland 

6. Address to which ballot paper 
is to be sent 

7. If application is being plade on 
behalf of the Voter, state :-
(a) Relationship of applicant 

to Voter . 
(a) 

. (b) Constituency for which the . (b). 
applicant is registered as a . 
parliamentary· elector 

--
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I hereby declare that by reason· of absence from Northern Ireland the person named 
at 1 above will be unable to vote in person at the pending parliamentary election. 

. Witness ....................................... , ...................................... . 

Address of Witness ......................................... : ..... . 

D.ate 

Signature of Voter or of person applying on 
behalf of Vo~er. .. . 

...........................................................•......................... : ........................... . 

Address of person applying on behalf of 
Voter 
............................................... , .. , .. : .... :., ........................................... , ........ , 

NOTE :~1. An application to v~te by post must be re~elved by the Electoral" Offic~r 
at least three clear days befQre :the day fixed for nomination for the 
election. . . . 

2. A person appiying on behalf of an elector must be the husband, wife, 
parent, grandparent, brother, ·sister, son or daughter of the elector and 
must be registered as a parliamentary ·elector ih a· constituency in·· 
Northern Ireland. . . 

3. The address to which a postal ballot paper can be sent must be outside 
Northern Ireland but within the prescribed postal voting area. 

4. If this form is ·sent to the Elect<)!:al Officer by post, .postage must be 
prepaid. . 

ELECTIONs AND FRANCHISE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1946 .. 

E.F 21 (N.I.) POSTAL VOTER'S APPLICATION UNDER .SECTION 42 (1) (b).oF THE ACT. 

(ILLNESS OR OTHER PHYSICAL INCAPACITY) 

To the Electoral Officer 

-1. . Name of Voter in full 

2. Registered No. in Register 

3. Polling District 

4. Qualifying. Address 

S. Address to which ballot paper 
is to be sent 

Constituency or:. ......................... : ..................... : ........ : ............... :: .. . 

6. If application is being made op. 
behalf of the Voter, state :-
(a) Relationship of applicant to (a) 

Voter 

(b) Constituency for which the (b) 
applicant is registered as a 
parliamentary elector 
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I her~by declare th.at .by r~as!>n of illness :(or other .physical .incapacity) the person 
named at 1 above' will be unable to vote in person at the pending parHamentary 
election, and I.enclose the requiSite medical certificate. .. 

Date Signature of Voter or of person applying on 
behalf of Voter 

. . ..................................................................................... : .................................. . 

Address of person applying on behalf of Voter 

................................................................... ; .................................................... . 

.......... ~: ............................................ !.; ............................................................. , 

NOTE·:-1. An applica.tion to vote by post must be received' by the· Electoral. Officer 
at le'ast three clear days before the daY fixed fQr nomination for the 
election. . 

2. A person applying OIl; behalf. of an elector ml),st be the ,husband, wife, 
parent, grandparent, prather, .sister, son' or daughter of the elector and 
must be registered' as a. parliamentary elector iIi. a constituency. in 
Northern Ireland. 

3. If thi~ form is s~nt to the Electoral Officer by post, postage must'be 
prepaid. . 

ELECTION!? AND FRANCHISE'ACT (NORTH~RN nmLAND), 1946. 

FOR~ OF LIST OF POSTAL VOTERS. 

Constituency ................ , .............................. :...... Parliamentary Electiori initiated ... : ..................................... . 

. 1 
'. 

Address to which Baliof 
Serial No. Registered No. 'Name of Voter Paper is to be sent. 

. . 
NOTE :-1. The num.bet of the voter to be entered in accordance with· Rule 24 of the 

First Schedule to the Ballot Act, on the Counterfoil of the Ballot Paper 
is the serial number shown in the first column of the Postal Voting List. 

? The distinciiv:e numP'er of the Polling District is in all c~ses t9 be incor- ' 
porated in the elector's register~d number shown in the Second' Column 
of the Postal Voting List. - . 

ELEC';rIONSAND FRANCHISE ACT (NORTHERN 'IRELAND), 1946. 

FORM OF DECLARATION OF IDENTITY. 

(Front ofFonn) 

. Ballot Paper No .................................... . 
DECL)\RATION OF IDENTITY . 

. 1 hereby decla~e th~t I, am. t~e pers<?n to' whom the ballot pap.er.nu~bt<t:ed ~s _ . . . 
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above and tIre envelope 'in which it was ehciosed '(both o'fwhich I now produce) 
were seht. 

Voter's sigilature ................ : ............... : ..................................................................... : .. .. 
The above-named; who is personally known to. me, has produced the ballot 

pll'pel: ahd ·the envelope above referred to, and. has signed the above declaration 
in my presence. . 

Signature of Witrtess ..................................................................................................... ~ .. : .. 

Address of Witness ....................................................................................... : ................... , 

(See Instructio~s on the back of this Form) 

(Back of Fonn) 

INSTRUCTioNS TO' THE VOTER. 

1. Before 'marking the i!:ccofnpahylng blllIot paper 'the 'vot.er mllst produce 
(1) The ballot 'paper .showing the number 'thereon; 
(ii) This paper; ana . 

(iii) 'The ·envelope in whiCh the vot~r has received the 'ballot paper; 
to 'Some p'erson to whom. 'the vo'ter is ItnoWn,.· who will witness the declaration of 
iden't'ity '~see ,other side). . 

2. The voter must sign the decla~ation· of ide~tity in the ·pt:esence ·of the witness .. 

3. 'The Voter maYI).ot vote ~or more than ..... , .............................. : ..... candidate(s}. 
4. The voter must vote by marking the·ballot pap~r on the right hand side with Ii 

cross opposite the name of (the) (each) C!indidate for whom he or she votes, thus X. 
The voter ,should ·not :a116w :~iil'y petson 'to :see lhow he 'or 'She has 'Voted. 

5. Immediately after voting the voter must place the'marked ballot paper in the 
enclosed small envelope' on which are ptihteej. the words '" . Ballot paper envelope", 
and fasten it up. The voter.milst then place the ballot paper envelope, together:with 
this .paper, in the 'Other 'larger 'enclosed 'env~lope addressed 'to the Returning 'Officer 
and despatch tb,e same by post without.delay. -Unless the voter returns the ballot 
papetat'oiICe ittnay be too late to be counted. 

6. If more than one I;>allot paper is received it must be remembered that only one 
ballot paper may be 'marked ih respect of a residence qualification. A'second ballot 
paper, however, may be marked either' (a) in respect of a business premises occupied 
by -the voter, or by the voter's wife or husband, in another cons#tuency, or (b) .for a 
university constituency:. . 

ELECTIONS AND FRANCHISE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND),1946. 

FORM OF ENVELOPES TO BE USED IN CONNECTION WITH POSTAL VOTING. 

" :J.. FORM 'OF ENVELOPE TO' 'BE ADDRESSED TO POSTAL VOTERS. 

'PARL'IAMEN'!'AR¥ ELECTION"""; BALLO'!' ,PAPER. 

·'the Voter iiho'uld. open this envelope at once and :keep it until he 'has Voted. 

(See enclosed Instructions) 

If not aiiivered return unopened to-

........................................................ '···I .. ···;· .. • .... · .. •·· .. ·· .... ··· .... · .... ~· .. ··• .. · .. ·; .... · .. ···· .. • ............. .. 

......... : ................................. , ...................... , ............ ·, .. ···;·· .... • .. t .... ··· .. : .. • .. ;·· ........ ··;· .. ···: .. , .. · .... .. 
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2. F.oRM .oF ·ENVELOPETO BE AnDREssI'm to' RETURNING OFFICER. : 

PARLIAMEN').'ARY ELECTION. 

Consti~uency of. ................ :: .. : ........................ , ....... :............................................................. . 

To the Returning Officer . 

(Address) ............. , ... : ..... : .................... , .......... , ..... : .. : ............ " .... ",.: ............................. , ..... . 

BAq:6t PAPERENVEL0P:i;;;. 

No.·: ................. : .... : ........................ · 
, . 

Ballot paper onlY'to ·be enclos~d in this envelope. . . 

This 'envelope, together ~ith. the Decla:radon ·of ifdentity, must be 'placed in 
the envelope addressed: to 'the Returning Qfficer. 

C(;mstituency ....................................................... : ........................................ . 

. . . 
ELECTIONS AND FRANCHISE ACT (NORTHERN, IR:j!:LAND), .1946 • 

. PARLIAMENTARY ··ELECTI~N.· 

Constituency ·of .... : ..................................................................................... : ................ . 

Date ........... : .............. : ... ; ............... : ........... , ........ : ........................................... . 

FORM ·E.F. 22 {N • .I.) S,:!,AT-EMENOr WITH . .REsBECT T.o :BALLOT .P.APERS SENT T.o 
. . . . POSTAL VOTERS: . '. 

1. . N9.ofball6tplqiers .issl,ted to postal voters'· ... 

2.. No. 'of coyeiing envelopes -received. by 'Returning"Officer .before ·the 
",el()se ·of 'the Poll 

3. No. of ballot pl!perii retur~eaby postal voters w')iichwere' included 
. iIdhe 'count of 'ballot pllp'ers ' ... ' .... ' .. ~. . .... 

4 •. No. of'cases in: which declarations of identity or 'ballot papers wer~ 
endorsed by the' Returning Officer C'. Vote rejected" or marked 
bY.him « 'Rejected "in·pursuance.of Regu1ation 16 (5), (7) and (9) 
and .Regulation 18 (3) of the Electoral (Parliamentary E~ections) 
Regulati?ns (Northern Ir(!land), 1946 " .... ...... .. . 

5. No. 'of cbveiing envelQP~s I'e~eived \by Returning Offic~ .-after .~he 
close bf the poll 

6. . No. of cases in which ·envelopes s(!nt to postal Voters ~ere:i;4urned 
as undelivered ... 
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'7. No. of cases in which covering envelopes have not been received by 
Returning Officer at date of statement 

Returning Officer. 

Address ................................. ,' ............................................................. . 
Date ...................................................................... .. 

-NOTE.~At the same time as the Statement is sent to the Clerk of the' Crown in Northern 
. Ireland, a copy of it must be forwarded to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Stormont, Belfast. . 

ELECTIONS AND FRANCHISE ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND), 1946. 

FORM OF CERTIFICATE UNDER SECTION 23 (7) OF THE ACT. 

Constituency oL ............................................................................................ : ....................... . 

I, the Returning Officer for the above constituency, hereby certify that A.B., being 
numbered on the register of voters for the . Polling 
District of the above-mentioned constituency is employed .by me for 'purposes in 
connection with ·an election for the said constituency, and that the circumstances .of 
his employment are in my opinion such as to prevent him from voting at the polling 
station at which he would otherwise be _ entitled to vote, and I accordingly authorise 
him to vote at the polling station at the 
polling place. 

Signed ... :: ............. : ............................................................................... : ......................... .. 
Returning Officer. 

N.B.-In the case of a person entitled to vote as proxy the ;:tbove certificate should 
run:-

I, the Returning Officer for the above constituency, hereby certify that C.D., being 
entitled to vote as proxy for A.B., numbered on the register of electors for 
the Polling District, etc. 

House of Commons of Northern Ireland 

Returning Officers' Charges 

REGULATIONS, DATED 14TH JANUARY, 1946, MADE BY THE MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE UNDER SECTION TWENTY-NINE OF THE REPRESENTATION 
OF THE PEOPLE ACT, 1918, (7 AND 8 GEO. 5C. 64), AS APPLIED FOR. 
THE PURPOSES OF ELECTIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE. HOUSE OF 
COMMONS OF NORTHERN IRELAND, AMENDING THE SCALE 'OF 
MAXIMUM CHARGES OF RETURNING OFFICERS AT SUCH ELECTIONS 
PRESCRIBED BY REGULATIONS DATED THE TWENTY-FOURTH DAY'OF 
MAY, 1945, AND THE SIXTH DAY OF JUNE, 1945.* 

1946. No.6 

. In pursuance of the powers coriferred upon the Ministry of Finance 
.(hereinafter referred to as "the Ministry") by Section Twenty-:nine of 

"" S. R. & O. 1945. ;No. 58. 
S."R. & O. 1945. No. 67. 


