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SECOND SCHEDULE 

Chains and Lifting Gear excepted nnder Regulation 41 
(as to Heat Treatment) 

(1) Chains made of malleable cast-iron. 

(2) Plate link chains. 

(3) The following when made of steel or of any non-ferrous metal, namely, 
chains, rings, links, hooks, plate clamps, sbackles. swivels and eye-bolts. 

(4) Pitched" chains working on sprocket or pocketed wheels. 

(5) The following when permanently attached to pitched chains, pulley blocks 
or weighing machines, namely, rings, links, ,hooks, shackles and swivels. 

(6) The following when having screw-threaded parts or ball-bearings or other 
case-hard!'lned parts, namely, hooks, eye-bolts, and swivels. 

(7) Socket shackles secured to wire ropes by white metal cappings. 

(8) Bordeaux connections. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part of the Regulations, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

For the protection of the persons employed, these Regulations impose 
requirements as to the construction, use and examination of lifting appliances, 
lifting gear and' lifting tackle used for the purposes of building operations 
and works of engineering construction. In the case of building operations 
these Regulations replace similar requirements in the Building Regulations 
(Northern Ireland), 1950. 
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The Ministry 6f Labour and National Insurance for Northern Ireland in 
exercise 6f powers conferred by Sections 18, 47 and 65 of th~ Factories Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1938(a), Section 8 of the Factories Act (Northern Ireland), 
] 949(b), and of all other powers in that behalf, hereby makes the special 
Regulations set out in Parts I to XI hereof and the Regulation set out in 
Part XII hereof. 

PART I 

ApPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION 

Citation, commencement and revocation 
1.-(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Construction (General 

Provisions) Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1963, and shall come into operation 
on the 2nd day of September, 1963. 

(2) Regulations 5 and 75 to 79 and 85 to 98 and 100 of the Building 
Regulations (Northern Ireland), 1950(c), are hereby revoked. 

Application of Regulations 
'2.--{1) These Regulations apply
(a) to building operations; and 
(b) to works of engineering construction, 

undertaken by way of trade or business, or: for the purpose of any industrial 
or commercial undertaking, or by or on behalf of the Crown or any municipal 
or other public authority, and to any line or siding which is used in connection 
thereWith and for the purposes thereof and is not part of a railway or 
tramway. 

(2) The Chief Inspector may (su1?ject to such conditions, if any, as may 
be specified therein) by certificate in writing (which he may in his discretion 
revoke at any time) exempt from all or any of the requirements of these 
Regulations-

(a) any particular plant or eq~.ipment or any class or description of plant 
or equipment; or ' 

(b) any particular work or any class or description of work; 
if he is satisfied that the requirements in respect of which the exemption 
is granted are not necessary for the protection of persons employed or are 
not reasonably practicable. ' 

Obligations under Regulations 
, 3.-(1) It shall be the duty of every contractor, and every employer of 

workmen, who is undertaking any of the operations or works to which these 
Regulatil?ns apply-

(a) 2 Geo. 6. c. 23 (N.I.). (b) 1949. c,, 6. (c) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1950, No. 42L 



.No.87 Factories 337 

(a) to comply with such of the requirements of the following Regulations 
as affect him or any workman employed by him, that is to say, 
Regulations 7 to 11, 13, 15 to 17, 20, 21, 23 to 2$, 35, 36, 45, 46(1), 
47 to 49, 52 and 55 : 

Provided that the requirements of the said Regulations shall be 
deemed not to affect any workman if and so long as his presence in any 
place is not in the course of performing any work on behalf of his 
employer and is not expressly or impliedly authorised ·or permitted by 
his employer; and 

(b) to comply with such of the requirements of Regulations 12, 14, 18, 
19, 30, 38, 39, 40, 41, 44, 46(2), 50, 51, 54 and 56 as relate to any work, 

_ act or operation performed or about to be performed by any such 
contractor or employer of workmen. 

and it shall be the duty of every contractor, and every employer of workmen, 
who. erects or alters any scaffold to comply with such of the requirements of 
these Regulations as relate to the erection or alteration of scaffolds having 
regard to the purpose or purposes for which the scaffold is designed at the 
time of erection or alteration; and of every contractor, and every employer 
of workmen, who erects, installs, works or uses any plant or equipment to 
which any of the provisions of Regulations 22, 26 to 29, 31 to 34, 37, 42, 43 
and 53 applies, to erect, install, work or use any such plant or equipment in 
a manner which complies with those provisions. 

(2) It shall be the duty of every person employed to comply :with the 
requirements of such of the-se Regulations as relate to the performance of 
or the refraining from an act by him and to co-operate in carrying out 
these Regulations and if he discovers any defect in the plant or equipment 
to report such defect without unreasonable delay to his employer or foreman, 
or to a person appointed by the employer under Part II of these Regulations. 

Interpretation 
4. In these Regulations, unless· the context otherWise requires, the 

following expressions have the meanings hereby ~ssjgned to them-
"locomotive"inPart IX of these Regulations means any self-propelled 

wheeled vehicle used on a line of rails for the movement of trucks. or 
wagons; 

"plant or ~quipment" includes any plant, equipment, gear, machinery, 
apparatus or appliance, or any part thereof; 

"the principal Act" means the Factories Act (Northern Ireland), 1938, as 
amended by or under any other Act; 

"scaffold" means any temporarily provided structure on or from which 
persons perform work in connection with operations or works to which
these Regulations apply, and any temporarily provided structure which 
enables persons to obtain access to or which enables materials to be taken 
to any place at which such work is performed, and includes any working 
platform, working stage, gangway, run, ladder or step-ladder (other than 
an independent ladder or step-ladder which does not form part of such 
a structure) together with any guard-rail, toe-board or other safeguards 
and aU fixings, but does not include a lifting appliance or a structure 
used merely to support such an appliance or to support other plant or 
equipment; 

"truck" or "wagon" in Part..IX of th~se R.--egulations .means, respectiyely, 
a truck or wago~ used on a line of rails. .. .. . 
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PART II 

SUPERVISION OF SAFE CONDUCT OF WORK 

Appointment ofs'!fety supervisors 
5.-(1) Every cDntractDr, and every emplDyer qfwDrkmen, who. under

takes DperatiDns Dr wDrks to. which these RegulatiDns apply and who. nDrmally 
ewplDYs mDre than twenty persDns thereDn at any Dne time (whether Dr nDt 
all thDse persDns are emplDyed Dn the same site Dr are all at wDrk at any 
one time) shall specifically appoint in writing Dne Dr more persDns experienced 
in such o.peratiDns Dr wDrks and suitably qualified fDr the purpDs~ to' be 
specially charged with the duties-'-"-

(a) Df advising the cDntractDr or emplDyer as to the observance Df the 
requirements fDr the safety Dr prDtectiDn Df persDns emplDyed imposed 
by qr under the FactDries Acts (NDrthern Ireland), 1938 to' 1959, Dr 
the. Lead Paint (prDtection ,against PDisDning) Act (Northern Ireland), 
1927(a), and as to' other safety matters; and 

(bY Df ex~rcising a general supervisiDn Df the Dbservance Df the afDresaid 
requirePlents and of prDmoting the safe cDnduct of the wDrk generally. 

(2). The name Df eVery persDn sO. appointed shall be entered by the 
cDntractDr Dr emplDyer appDinting him Dn the CDPY or abstract either Df 
these Regull;l.tions Dt Df the Factories Acts' (NDrthern Ireland), 1938 to' 1959, 
!required to' be posted up in accordl;l.nce with sectiDns 120 Dr 121 and 111 Dr 112 
of the Factories Act (Northern Ireland), 1938. 

Other' duties and joint appointments of safety supervisors 
6.-(1) The ciuties a~signed to' any perSDn appDinted un,der the preceding 

RegulatiDn. by the cDntractDr Dr emplDyer apPDinting liim, including any 
dutiesotMr than thDse mentioned in that RegulatiDn, shall nDt be such as 
to prevent that persDn frDm disch,arging with reasDI1able efficiency the duties 
assigned to' him' under that Regulation. 

(2) NDthing in these RegulatiDns shall. be' cDnstrued as preventing the 
same perSDn Dr persDns being appDinted fDr a group, Df sites Dr as preventing 
two Dr mDre contractors Dr emplDyers frDm jointly appointing the saine persDn 
Dr persons.' . 

PART III 

SAFETY OF WORKING PLACES AND MEANS OF ACCESS 

Provision of scaffolds and meqns of access 
7.-(1) Sufficient safe means of access and egress shall sO. far as is reaSDn

ably practicable be provided and maintained to and frDm every place at 
which any person has at any time to wo~k and every such place shall sO. far 
as isreasDnably practicable be made and kept s~fe for any person working 
there . 

. (2) Where wotkcannDt safely be done on or frDm the ground Dr frDm 
part Df a building, or other permanent structure there shall be provided and 
maintained either scaffDlds or where appropriate ladders or 'Dther means Df 
support, each of which shall. be suitable and sufficient for the p1,lrpDse. 

(a) 17 & is Geo. 5. c. 7 (N.r.). 
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PART IV 
EXCAVATIONS, SHAFTS AND TUNNELS 

Supply and use of timber 
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8.-(1) An adequate supply of timber of suitable quality or other suitable 
support shall where necessary be provided and used to prevent, so far as is 
reasonably practicable and as early as is practicable in the course of the 
work, danger 'to any person employed from a fall or dislodgement of earth, 
rock or other material forming a side or the roof of or adjacent to any 
excavation, shaft, earthwork or tunnel: 

Provided that this Regulation shall not apply~· 
(a) to any excavation, shaft or earthwork where, having regard to the nature 

and slope of the sides of the excavation, shaft or earthwork and other 
circumstances, no fali or dislodgement of earth or 'other material so as to 
bury or trap a person employed or so as to strike a person employed 
from a height of more than four feet is liable to occur; or 

(b) in relatiog to a person actually engaged in timbering or other work 
which is being carried out for the purpose of compliance with this 
Regulation, if appropriate precautions are taken. to ensure his safety 
as far as circumstances permit. 

(2) In the case of tunnelling operations on w()rks of engineering construction, 
no person shall be held not to have complied with a requirement of the 
foregoing paragraph by reason of any matter proved to have been due to 
physical conditions OVer which he had no Gontrol and against which it was 
not reasonably practicable for him to make provision. 

inspections and examinations of excavations, etc. 
9.-(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (4), every part of any 

excavation, shaft, earthwork or tunnel where persons are employed shall be 
inspected by a competent person at least once on every day during which persons 
are employed therein; and the. face of every tunnel and the working end of 
every trench more than six feet six inches deep and 'the base or crown of 
every shaft shall be inspected by a competent person at the commencement 
of every shift. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (4) no person shall be employed 
in any excavation, shaft, earthwork or tunnel unless a thorough examination 
has been carried out by a competent person-

(a) of those parts thereof, and in particular any timbering or other support, 
in the region of the blast since explosives have been used in or near the 
excavation, shaft, earthwork or tunnel in a manner likely to have affected 
the strength or stability of that timbering or other support or any part 
thereof; and . 

(b) of those parts thereof in the region of any timbering or other support 
or any part thereof that has been substantially damaged and in the 
region of any unexpected fall of rock or earth or other material; and 

(c) of every part thereof within the immediately preceding seven days: 
Provided that sub-paragraph (c) shall not apply to timbering OJ; other 

support which has not be.en erected or installed for more than seven days. 

(3) A report of the results of every thorough examination required by 
paragraph (2), signed by the person carrying out the examination, shall be 
made on the day of the examination in the prescribed form and containing 
the prescribed particulars: 
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Provided that in the case of a site where the employer for whom a thorough 
examination as aforesaid was carried out has reasonable grounds for be1ievin~ 
that the operations or works will be completed in a period of less than sh 
weeks, the provisi.9ns of paragraph (3) shall be deemed to have been satisfied 
if the person in charge of the operations or works carried on by that employel 
at such a site has himself carried out the examination and is a competent 
person and if within one week of the date of the examination he reports to 
his employer in writing the results of such examination, and the date of such 
examination and the results thereof together with the name of the person 
making the examination are entered by the employer in the prescribed form 
together with the prescribed particulars. 

(4) This Regulation shall not apply-
(a) to any excavation, shaft or earthwork where, having regard to the 

nature and slope of the sides of the excavation, shaft or earthwork and 
other circumstances, no fall or dislodgement of earth or other material 
so as to bury or trap a person employed or so as to strike a person 
employed from a height of more than four feet is liable to occur; or 

(b) in relation to persons carrying out inspections or examinatio~s required 
by this Regulation or actually engaged in timbering or other work for 
the purpose of making a place safe, if appropriate precautions are taken 
to ensure their safety as far as circumstances permit. 

Supervision and .execution of timbering and other work 
10.,-(1) No tim,bering or other support for any part of an excavation, 

shaft, earthwork or tunnel shall be erected 'or be substantially added to, 
altered or dismantled except under the direction of a competent person and so 
far as possible by competent workn'len possessing adequate experience of such 
work. All material for any such work shall be inspected by a competent 
person on each occasion before being taken into use and material found 
defective in any respect shall not be used. ' 

, (2) Timbering or other' support for any part of an excavation, shaft, earth
work or tunnel shall be of good construction, sound material, free from 
patent defect and of adequate strength for the purpose for which it is used 
and shall be properly maintained. 

(3) All struts and' braces in any excavation, shaft, earthwork or tunnel 
shall be properly and adequately secured so as to prevent their accidental 
displacement or fall. 

Means of egress in case of flooding 
11.-(0 In any excavation, shaft or tunnel where there is reason to 

apprehend danger to persons employed therein from rising water or from 
an irruption of water or material there shall be provided, so far as practicable, 
means to enable such persons to reach positions of safety. 

(2) In the case of tunnelling operations on works of engineering con
struction, no person shall be held not to have complied with a requirement 
of the foregoing paragraph by reason of any matter proved to have been due 
to physical conditions over which he had no control and against which it 
was not reasonably practicable for him to make provision. 

Excavations; etc., likely to reduce security ,of a structure 
12.-(1) No excavation, shaft, earthwork or tunnel which is likely to 

reduce, so as to endanger any person employed, the security or stability of 
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~ny part of any structure,' whether temporary or permanent; shall be com
menced or continued unless adequate steps are taken befdre and during the 
progress of the work to prevent danger to any person employed,from, collapse 

· of the structure or the fall of any part thereof. 

(2) In the case of tunnelling operations on works of engineering con
struction, no person shall be held not to have cOJllplied with.a requirement 
of the foregoing paragraph by reason of any matter proved to have been 
due to physiciil conditions over which he had no control and against which 
it was riot reasonably practicable for him to make provision. 

Fencing of excavations, .etc: 
13. Eve~X accessible part; of an excavation, shaft, pit or opening in the 

ground near .to which employed persbnsare working and into or d9wn a 
side of which a person is liable to fall a distance of more than six feet 
six inches shall be provided with a suitable barrjer placed as close as is 
reasonably practicable to the edge or shall be securely covered: . 

Provided that the foregoing requirement shall not apply to any part of 
an excavation, shaft, pit or opening while (and to the extent to which) the 
absence of such barrier and covering is necessary for .the aGcessof ,persons 
or for the movement of plant or equipment or materials or while (and to 

· the extent to which) it has not' yet been practicable to erect such barrier 
ot covering since the formation of that part of the excavation, . shaft, pit or 
opening. . . 

Safeguarding edges of excavationS, etc. 
14.-,-(1) Material shall not be placed or stacked near the edge of any 

excavation, shaft, pit or opening iI). the gr6u,nd so as to endanger persons 
employed below. .' .. . . . , 

(2) No load. or plant or equipment shall be pl~ced or moved near the 
edge of anyexcavatiqn, shaft, pit or opening in the .ground where it is likely 
to cause a c::QUapseof the side. of the t;x;cavation, shaft, pit or 6peIJing and 

· thereby enda~ger any person. . 

:P-ART V 

COFFERDAMS AND CAISSONS 

Construction and maintenance 
15. Every cofferdam or caisson . and every part thereof shall be of good 

construction, of suitable and sound material, free from patent 'defect and 
of adequate strength and shall be properly maintained . 

. Means of egress in case of flooding 
16.-"{l) In any cofferdam. or .caisson there ~h~l, so far as is reasonably 

practicable, be adequate means for persons to ,reach plact;s of safety in the 
event of an inrqsh. of water. . 

(2) No person shall be held not to .havecomplied with a requirement of 
the foregoing paragraph by reason of any matter proved to have been due 
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to physiCal conditions over which he had no control and. against which it was 
not r~asbIlably practicable for him' to make provision. . 

Supervision of work and inspection of material 
17.--:(1) No cofferdam or caisson or part thereof shall be constructed or 

be placed in position or be substantially added to or altered or be dismantled 
except under the immediate supervision of a competent person and so far 
as possible by competent workmen possessing adequate. experience of such 
work. 

(2) AlI'material for the construction or fixing of a cofferdam or caisson 
shall be inspected by a competel1t person on each occasion before being 
taken into use for such a purpose and material which is unsuitable or defective 
in any respect shall not be s.o used. 

Inspections and examinations 
18.--'-:'(1) Subject to paragraph (2), no person shall be employed in a coffer

dam or caisson unless it has been inspeGted by a competent person at least 
once on the same or preceding day and unless ~t has been thoroughly examined 
bya competent pers.on~ 

(a) since explosives have been used in or near to the cofferdam or caisson 
in a· manner likely to have affected the strength or stability of the 
cofferdam or caisson or of any part thereof; and 

(b) since the cofferdam or caiss~n has been substantially damaged; and 

(c) in any case within. the immediately preceding seven days: 

Provided that sub-paragraph (c) shall not apply until seven days have 
elapsed sinCe the cofferdam or caisson was erected or placed in its position 
on the site. 

A report of the results of every such examination; signed by the ,person. 
carrying out the examination, shall be made on the day of the examination 
in the prescribed form and containing the prescribed particulars. 

(2) This Regulation shall not apply in relation to persons actually engaged 
in the construction, placing, repairing or alteration of the cofferdam or caisson 
or carrying out inspections or examinations required by this Regulation if 
appropriate precautions are taken to ensure their safety as far as circumstances 
permit. 

PARr VI 

EXPLOSIVES 
Explosives 

19. Explosives shall not be handled or used except by or under the 
irp,m,ediate control of a. competent person with adequate knowledge . of the 
dang~rs connected with their use and steps shall be taken' to See that, when 
a charge. is fired, persons employed are in positions in Which, so far as can 
reasonably be anticipated, they are not exposed to risk of injury from th€ 
explosion or from flying material. ' 
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PART VII 
DANGEROUS OR UNHEALTY ATMOSPHERES 

Inhalation of dust and fumes to be prevented 
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20. Where in connection with any grinding, cleaning, spraying or manipula
tion of any material, there is given off any dust or fume of such a character 
and to such extent as to be likely to be injurious to the health of persons 
employed all reasonably practicable measures shall be taken either by securing 
adequate ventilation or by the provision and use of suitable respirators or 
otherwise to prevent inhalation of such dust or fume. 

Ventilation of excavations, etc. 
21.-(1) Effective steps shall be taken to secure and maintain the adequate 

ventilation of every'working place in any excavation, pit, hole, adit, tunnel, 
shaft, caisson or other enclosed or confined space and of every approach to 
any such working place so as-

(a) to maintain an atmosphere which is. fit for respiration; and 
(b) to render harmless, so far as is reasonably practicable, all fumes, dust 

or other impurities which may be dangerous or injurious to health and 
which are generated, produced or released by explosives or by any 
other means in such working place or approach thereto. 

(2) Where there is reason to apprehend that the atmosphere in any of the 
working places or approaches thereto mentioned in paragraph (1) is poisonous 
or asphyxiating, then, without prejudice to the requirements of the said 
paragraph, no person shall be employed in or allowed to enter such working 
place or approach until the atmosphere has been suitably tested by or under 
the immediate supervision of a competent person and he is satisfied that 
tp.e working place or approach is, for the time being, free from the danger 
of a person being overcome by poisoning or asphyxiation. 

(3) No person shall be held not to have complied with a requirement of 
the foregoing paragraphs by reason of any matter proved to have been due 
to physical conditions OVer which he had no contro~ and against which it 
was not reasonably practicable for him to make provision. 

Internal combustion engines 
22. No stationary internal combustion engine shall be used in any enclosed 

or confined place unless specific Qrovision is made for conducting the exhaust 
gases from the engine into the open air or the place is adequately ventilated 
so as to prevent danger to health from such exhaust gases. 

PART VIII 

WORK ON OR ADJACENT TO WATER 
Transport by water 

23. When any person employed is conveyed to pr from any working place 
by water, proper measures shall be taken to provide for his safe transport. 
Vessels used for this purpose shall be of suitable construction, shall be properly 
maintained and shall be in charge of a competent person and shall not be over-

. crowded or overloaded. . 

Prevention of drowning 
24. Where, on or adjacent to the site of any operations or works to which 

these Regulations apply, there is water into which a person employed is, in 
the course of his employment, liable to fall with risk of drowning, suitable 
rescue equipment shall be provided and kept in an efficient state and ready 
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for use and measures shall be taken. to arrange for the prompt rescue of 
any such person in danger of drowning. Where there is special risk of such 
fall from the edge of adjacent liWd or of a structure adjacent to or above 
the water, or of a floating stage, Secure fencing shall be provided near the 
ecige to prevent such fall, so, hOWever, that such fencing may be removed 
or remain llUerected for the time aud to the extent necessary for the access 
of persons or the moveIPent of materials. 

Rails and rail tracks 

PART IX 

TRANSPORT 

25. All rails on which any locomotive, truck or 'wagon moves shall-
(a) have an even running surface, be sufficiently and adequately supported, 

and be o~ adequate section;' 
(b) be jointed by fish plates or double chairs; 
(c) be securely fastened to sleepers or bearers; 
(d) be supported on a surface sufficiently firm to prevent undue movement 

of the rails; . 
(e) be laici in straight lines or in curves of such radii that the locomotive, 

truck or wagon can be moved freely and without danger of derailment; 
(f) be provided with an adequate stop at buffer on each rail at each end 

of the track. 
All rajls and ~quipment referred to in ·this Regulation shall be properly 

maintained: . . 
Provided that requirements (b) and (c) shall not apply if other adequate 

steps are taken to ensure the proper junction of the rails, and to prevent any 
material yariatiop. in theitgauge. 

Maintenance of locomotives, etc. 
26. Every 10c<:mlOtive, truck and wagon in t;1Se for transport purposes 

and every power-driven capstan or winch used for the movement of trucks 
or wagons shall be. of good construction,sound material, adequate 'Strength,. 
free .from patent Qefect and properly maintailled. 

Clewance 
27.~(1) In connection with the erection, installation, wotking or use of 

any line of rails on which any locomotive, truck or Wagon moves, there 
shall, except where such clearance is not reasonably practicable, be adeqllate 
clearance so that persons are not liable to be crushed or trapped by any 
passing locomotive, truck or wagon or any part of a load thereon. Without 
prejudice to the foregoing requirement there shall, saVe to the extent to 
whieh sllch atrangemepts are impracticable, be arrangements, .including where 
appropriate the provision of suit.able recesses,such that the lack of adequate 
clearance as aforesaid does not extend for more than twenty Yards. ip. length. 

(2) In any case 'where there is not adequate clearance as ·aforesaid there 
shall be effective arrangements for warning any person liable to be crushed 
.or trapped of the danger and of the approach of a. locomotive, truck or 
wagon. 

(~) Where a locomotive is or is to be driven, all reasonable steps shall 
be taken to avoid or obviate lpwclearances and overhead obstructions which 
will not afford a -clearance of at least three feet six inches above the seat 
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of . the driver when 4riving the locomotive in a normal sitting position and 
six feet six inches above the footplate if he is driving it in a standing position; 
and appropriate steps shall be taken by means of suitable warning devices, 
warning notices or otherwise, to make the driver aware of the danger when 
the locomotive is approaching any point at which there is such a low clearance 
or obstruction and to warn any persons riding on the train of approaching 
danger to them due to lack of overhead or side clearance. 

Gantries 
28. Every gantry or elevated structure carrying rails on which a locomotive, 

truck or wagon moves shall, at every part along which persons employed 
have to pass on foot, be provided with a suitable and adequate footway. 
If such footway is on the outside of the rail track and any person is liable 
to fall more than six feet six inches therefrom, the footway shall be provided 
with suitable guard-rails not less than three feet in height. 

Brakes, sprag$ and scotches 
29.-(1) Every locomotive shall be fitted with effective brakes. 
(2) Every truck and wagon shall be fitted with an effective brake or 

brakes unless the circumstances in which it is used render a brake unnecessary 
for safety. 

(3) A sufficient number of suitable sprags or s~otches shall be provided 
for the use of persons employed on the movement of trucks or wagons. 
Sprags or scotches shall be used when~ver necessary and shall be in good 
condition. 

Replacement of derailed locomotives,etc. 
30. Suitable equipment shall be provided and used for replacing on the. 

track any locomotive, truck or wagon which may become derailed. 

Warning of movement of locomotives, trucks or wagons 
31.-(1) Every locomotive shall be fitted with an ·efficient whistle or other 

warning device which shall be properly maintained. 
(2) Where any person may be endangered by the movement of any loco

qIotive, truck or wagon the person in charge of the movement of the locomotive, 
truck or wagon shall see that adequate warning is given. 

CO'mpetent persons to drive 10cO'motives, etc. 
32. A locomotive, power-driven capstan or haulage winch or a vehicle 

to which Regulation 34 applies shall be driven or operated only by a trained 
and competent person who has attained the age of eighteen, except that 
for the purpose of training it shall be permiSSible for a locomotive or any 
such capstan or haulage winch or any such vehicle to be driven or operated 
by a person under eighteen years of age who is under the direct supervision 
of a person qualified for that purpose. 

Precautions in connection with the use of capstans and haulage winches 
33.--;(1) Where any power-driven capstan or haulage winch is used for 

the movement of trucks or wagons the space in the immediate vicinity thereof 
shall be kept clear of all obstructions and shall be sufficient for safe working. 

(2) No power-driven capstan or haulage winch shall be set in motion 
for the movement of· trucks or wagons until adequate warning by means 
of efficient sound or visual signals has been given by.the person in· charge 
of such movement to any person who may be endangered tbereby. 
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Mechanically propelled vehicles and trailers 
34.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a mechaniGally propelled vehicle or a 

mechanically drawn trailer-vehicle if owned or used by, or hired by and 
operated under the control of, a contr~ctor or employer undertaking operations 
or works to which these Regulations apply and used for conveying workmen, 
goods or materials for the purpose of such operations or works shall, when 
being moved at a .site where such operations or works are carried on (whether 
or not workmen, goods or materials are actually being conveyed on the vehicle 
at the time)-

(a) be in an efficient state, in efficient working order and in good repair; 
(b) not 'be used in an improper manner; 
(c) not be loaded in such a manner or to such extent .as to interfere with 

the safe driving or operation of the vehicle: 
Provided that, where all practicable precautions are taken to avoid danger 

to the persons affect~d, sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph shall .not apply 
to a vehicle which has broken-down or been damaged on the site and-

(i) on which no workmen, goods or matt::rials are being conveyed and 
which is being ,J;Uoved oply for the purpo~e of i.ts repair or disposal 
or so as not to cause an obstruction; or 

(ii)on which no workmen are being conveyed and which is being moved 
only so f&r as is necessary to render unloading of goods or materials 
practic;able. . 

(2) This Regulation Shall hOt apply to locomotives, trucks or wagons. 

Riding i'n i11$ecur~ pO'sitionson vehicles, etc. 
35'. No person shall ride or be required 6r p~rmitted to ride on the buffer, 

running board or other insecure position- . 
(a) on any vehicle. to which Regulation 34 applies; or 
(b) onaI~y locomotive, truck or wagon,. . 

and shall only ride at the place thereon provided for that purpose. 

Remaining on vehicles during loading 
36 . . No person shall remain 01' be required or permitted to remain on 

any vehicle to which RegUlation 34 applies or on any truck or wagon .during 
the loading of loose materials by means of a grab, excavator or .similar 
appliance, if he is endangered by so remaining. . 

Vehicles near edge of excavation$, (!tc. 
37. Where any vehicle is used for tipping material into any excavation 

or pit" or over the'edge of any embankment or earthwOIk adequate me~sures 
shall be taken where necessary so as t6 prevent such vehicle froin over
running the edge of such excavation,. pit, emb~nkment or earthwork. 

Application of Part X . 

PART X 

DEMOLITION 

38. The requirements of this Part ·of these Regulations shall applY as 
respects the demolition of the whole or any, substantil:l.l part of a buildina
or other st1:1icture, 

I 

I 
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Supervision 
39.-(1) Every contractor (other than an individual contractor) undertaking, 

demolition operations to which this Part of these Regulations applies shall 
appoint a competent person experienced in such operations to supervise the 
work; so, however, that where more than one contractor (other than an 
individual contractor) takes part in such demolition operations, each such 
contractor shall appoint a competent person as aforesaid and either the same 
person shall be jointly appointed by every contractor or each contractor shall 
make arrangements to ensure that no operation is undertaken by his workmen 
except after consultation, between all the persons so appointed as to the 
method by which and the time at which the operation is to be carried out. 

(2) Where part of any demolition operations to which this Part of these 
Regulations applies is to be undertaken by an individual contractor-

(a) no operation shall be undertaken by that individual contractor except 
after consultation with every other individual contractor undertaking 
the operations and with the person or persons appointed under the 
foregoing paragraph; and 

(b) no operation shall be undertaken by any contractor except after 
consultation between the person or persons appointed under the said 
paragraph and every individual contractor undertaking the operations 
as to the method by which and the time at which the operation is to 
be carried out. 

(3) In this Regulation the expression "individual contractor" means a 
contractor who personally performs the demolition operations without 
employing any workmen thereon. 

Fire and flooding 
40. Before demolition is commenced and also during the progress of the 

work all practicable steps shall be taken to prevent danger to persons 
employed-

(a) from risk ~f fire or explosion through leakage- or accumulation of gas 
or vapour; and -

(b) from risk of flooding. 

Precautions in connection with demolition 
41.-(1) No part of a building or other structure shall be so overloaded 

with debris or materials as to render it unsafe to persons employed. 

(2) The following operations shall be carried but only (i) under the 
immediate supervision of a competent foreman or chargehand With adequate 
~xperience of the particular kind of work, or (ii) by workmen experienced 
in the kind of work and under the direction of a competent foreman or 
chargehand as aforesaid, that is to say- -

(a) the actuaJ demolition of a building or part thereof or any other structure 
or part thereof except where there is no risk of a collapse of any 
part of the building or the structure in the course or as a result of 
the said demolition, so as to endanger any person employed, other 
than a risk which could not reasonably have been foreseen; 

(b) the actual demolition of any part of a building or other structure 
where there is a speCial risk of collapse, whether of that or of any 
other part of the building or structure, in the course or as a result of 
the said <\emolition, so as to endanger any person employed; 
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(c) tbe cutting of reinforced concrete, steelwork or ironwork forming part 
of the building or other structure which is being demolished; 

and before any steelwork or ironwork is cut or released, precautions shall 
be taken to avoid danger from any sudden twist, spring or collapse. 

(3) All practicable precautions shall be taken to avoid danger froni collapse 
of the building or other structure when any part of the framing is removed 
from a framed or partly framed building or other structure. 

(4) Before demolition is commenced and also during the progress of the 
work, precautions shall, where necessary, be taken by adequate shoring or 
otherwise to prevent, as far as practicable, the accidental collapse of any 
part of the building or structure Qr of any adjoining building or structure 
the collapse of which may endanger any person employed: 

Provided that this requirement shall not apply in relation to any person 
actually engaged in erecting or placing shoring ,or other safeguards for the 
purpose of compliance with the !equirement, if appropriate precautions are 
taken to ensure his safety as far as circumstances permit. 

PART XI 

MISCELLANEOUS 
F enciftg oj machinery 

42. Every flywheel and every moving part of any prime mover, every part 
of transmission machinery and every dangerous part of other machinery 
(whether or not driven by mechanical power) shall be securely fenced unless 
it is in such a position or of such construction as to be as safe to every person 
employed or working on the site of the operations or work as it would be 
if it were securely fenced. 

Fencing oj new machinery 
43. Without prejudice to the prOYlSlons of Regulation 42, every, prime 

mover and other machine intend_ed to be driven by mechanical power (being 
a prime mover or machine used or intended to be used in operations or 
works to which these Regulations apply) shall, unless constructed before 
the date of commencement of these Regulations, be so constructed that the 
following parts of such prime mover or machine are securely fenced or are 
in such a position or of such construction as "to be as safe as they would be if 
they were securely fenced, that is to say-

all revolving shafts, flywheels, couplings, toothed gearing, friction 
gearing, belt and pulley drives, chain and sprocket drives and all 
projecting screws, bolts or keys on any revolving shaft, wheel or 
pinion: 

Provided that where a prime mover provides energy for another machine 
the foregoing requirements shall not apply to parts which transmit energy 
from the prime mover to that other machine unless the prime mover and that 
machine are constructed as a unit. ' 

Electricity 
44.-(1) Before any operations or works to which these Regulations apply 

are commenced, and also during the progress thereof, all practicable steps 
shall be taken to prevent danger to persons employed from any live electric 
cable or apparatus which is liable to be a source of such danger, either by 
rendering such cable or apparatus electrically dead or othenyise. 
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(2) Where any ~lectrically charged overhead cable or apparatus is liable 
to be. a source of danger to persons employed during the course of any 
operations or works to which these Regulations apply, whether from the 
operation of a lifting appliance or otherwise, all practicable precautions shall 
be taken to prevent such danger either by the provision of adequate and 
suitably placed barriers or otherwise. 

Generation "Of steam .. smoke and vppour 
45. Measures shall be taken to pJ:event, so far as practicable, steam, smoke 

. or other vapour generated on the site from obscuring any part of the work, 
scaffolding, machinery or other plant or' equipment where any person is 
employed. 

Protection from· falling material 
46.-(1) At any place on the site of the operations or works where any 

person is habitually employed steps shall be taken to prevent any person 
who is working in' that place from being struck by any falling material or 
article. 

(2) Scaffold materials, tools, other objects and material (including waste 
material) shall not be thrown, tipped or shot down from a height where 
they are liable to cause injury, but where practicable shall be properly lowered. 
In any place where proper lowering is not practicable and also where any 
part of a building or other structure is being demolished or broken off adequate 
steps shall be taken to protect persons employed from falling or flying debris. 

Lighting of working places, etc. 
47. Every working place and approach thereto, every place where raising 

or lowering operations with the use of a lifting appliance are in progress, 
and all openings dangerous to persons employed, shall be adequately and 
suitably lighted. 

Projecting nails and loose material 
48.-,-(1) No timber or material with projecting nails shall be used in any 

work in which they are a source of danger to persons employed or be allowed 
to remain in any place where they are a source of danger to such persons. 

(2) Loose materials where not required for use shall not be placed or 
left so as to restrict unduly the passage of persons upon. platforms, gangways, 
floors or other places on the site used for sUGh passage, but shall be removed, 
stacked or stored so as to leave an unobstructed passage. Materials shall not 
be insecurely stacked in a place where they may be dangerous to persons 
employed, or so stacked as to overload and render unsafe any floor, roof or 
other part of a building or other structure. 

Construction of temporary structures 
49. Any temporary structure erected for the purpose of operations or 

works to which these Regulations apply, not being a scaffold or other structure 
to which Regulation 11 of the Construction (Lifting Operations) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland), 1963(a), applies, shall (having regard to the purpose for 
which it is used) be of good construction and adequate strength and stability 
and shall be of sound material, free from patent defect and properly maintained. 

Avoidan(:e of danger from collapse of structure 
50.-(1) All practicable precautions shall be taken by the use of temporary 

guys, stays, supports and fixings or otherWise Where necessary to prevent 

(a) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1963, No. 86. 
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danger to any person employed through the collapse of any part of a building 
or other structure during any temporary state of weakness or instability of 
the building or structure or part thereof before the building or structure is 
completed. 

(2) Where any work is carried on which is likely to reduce, so as to 
endanger any person employed, the security or stability of any part of an 
existing building or structure or of a building or structure in course of 
construction all practicable precautions shall be taken by shoring or otherwise 
to prevent danger to any person employed from the collapse of the building 
or structure or the fall of any part thereof. 

Wet paint or cement wash on ironwork or steelwork 
51. No ironwork or steelwork which has been painted or cement washed 

shall be moved or manipulated on the site of the operations or works unless 
aU the paint or wash on it (other than paint for the purp9se of jointing) 
is dry and no person shall wan~ or work or be required or permitted to 
walk or work on erected ironwork or steelwork on which the paint (other than 
paint for the purpose of jointing) or cement wash is wet: 

Provided that the requirement of this Regulation as to moving or 
manipulating shall not apply to moving or manipulating in connection with the 
painting or cement washing of ironwork or steelwork on the site. 

Protection of the eyes 
52. Where there is carried on any process specified in the' Schedule to 

these Regulations suitable goggles or effective screens shall be provided to 
protect the ,eyes of persons employed'in the process, and no person S0' employed 
shall carryon, or be required or permitted to carryon, any such process without 
utilising such goggles or screens. 

, Helmets or crowns for pile driving 
53. Every helmet or crown used in connection with pile driving shall be 

of good construction, of ,sound and, suitable material, of adequate strength 
and free from patent defect. 

Safety nets, sheets and belts 
54. If the special nature or circumstances of any part of the work render 

impracticable compliance with any of the provisions of these Regulations 
designed t0' prevent the' fall of any persons engaged on that part of the work, 
then those provisions shall be complied with so far as practicable and except 
for per~ons for whom there is adequate handhold and foothold either there 
shall be provided suitable safety nets or safety sheets or there shall be available 
safety belts or other contrivances which will so far as practica,ble enable such 

, persons who elect to use them to work without risk of serious injury. 

Lifting excessive weights 
55. A person shall not be employed to lift, carry or move a~y load so 

heavy as to be likely to cause injury to him. 

Keeping of records 
56.-(1) The reports required by Regulations 9(3) and 18(1) shall be kept 

on the site of the operations .or works and when there are no relevant operations 
or works shall be kept at an office of the contractor or employer for whom 
the examination' was carried out: " , 
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Provided that in the case of a site where the contractor or employer has 
reasonable grounds for believing that the operations or works will be completed 
in a period of less than six weyks, the contractor or employer may keep the 
said reports at his office. 

(2) All reports and other documents required for the purposes of these 
Regulations shall at all reasonable times, be open to inspection by any of 
the inspectors appointed under Section 128 of the principal Act, and the 
person, keeping any such report or other document shall send to any such 
inspector such extracts therefrom or copies thereof as the inspector may from 
time to time require for the purpose of the execution of his duties under the 
Factories Acts (Northern Ireland), 1938 to 1959. 

PART XII 

OFFENCES UNDER SECTION 18 OF THE PRINCIPAL ACT 

Prohibited sale or hire of machinery 
57. The provisions of sub-section (2) of section 18 of the Factories Act 

(Northern Ireland), 1938 (which prohibits the sale or letting on hire of certain 
machines which do not comply with the provisions of that section) shall extend 
to prime movers or machines which do not comply with the requirements 
of Regulation 43 of these Regulations. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Insurance for Northern Ireland this 1st day of May, nineteen hundred 
and sixty-three. 

(L.s.) W. Slinger, 
Assistant Secretary. 

SCHEDULE 

Processes to which ,Regulation 52 Applies 

(1) Dry grinding of surfaces of metal, stone, concrete or similar materials by 
means of a wheel or disc driven by mechanical power. 

(2) Breaking, cutting, dressing or carving of I)tone, concrete, slag or similar 
materials by means of a hand tool (other than a trowel) or a portable tool driven 
by mechanical power. 

(3) Chipping or scaling of painted or corroded metal surfaces or wire-brushing 
of such surfaces hy mechanical power. , 

(4) Cutting out or cutting off of cold rivets OJ; bolts from any structure or 
part thereof. ' 

(5) Welding or cutting of metals by means of an electrical oxy-acetylene or 
similar process. , 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
(This Note is flot part of the Regulations, but is intended to 

indicate their general purport.) 
~or the prot~ction of the persons employed, these Regulations impose 

reqUIrements desIgned to promote the safe conduct of building operations 
and works of engineering construction. ,In the case of building ,operations 
these Regulations ,replace similar requirements in the Building Regulations 
(Northern Ireland), 1950. Regulation 57 makes it an offence to sell or let on 
hire prime movers and other machines- which are not securely fenced as. 
required by Regulation 43. 
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