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Debtors (Scotland) Act 1987
1987 CHAPTER 18

PART V

MESSENGERS-AT-ARMS AND SHERIFF OFFICERS

75 Regulation of organisation, training, conduct and procedure.

(1) The Court of Session may, by Act of Sederunt, in respect of officers of court—
(a) regulate their organisation;
(b) regulate their training and the qualifications required to obtain a commission

as messenger-at-arms or sheriff officer;
(c) regulate their conduct in exercising their official functions;
(d) regulate the scope of their official functions;
(e) make provision prohibiting the undertaking by them of activities other than

their official functions (referred to in this Part of this Act as “extra-official
activities”) which appear to the Court to be incompatible with their official
functions;

(f) make provision permitting the undertaking by them for remuneration of
other extra-official activities, not appearing to the Court to be incompatible
as aforesaid, and the Act of Sederunt may attach conditions to any such
permission;

[F1(fa) regulate their conduct in exercising their extra-official functions;]
(g) prescribe the procedure in respect of applications for a commission as

messenger-at-arms under section 77 of this Act or as sheriff officer;
(h) prescribe the procedure in disciplinary proceedings against them under

section 79 of this Act, and provide for the remit of any such proceedings from
the Court of Session to a sheriff principal, from one sheriff principal to another
sheriff principal and from a sheriff principal to the Court of Session;

[F2(ha) prescribe the procedure in relation to an appeal under section 82 of this Act;]
(j) make provision [F3about their accounts and finances including the keeping

and] auditing of those accounts;
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(k) make provision for the keeping of records by them and the inspection of those
records;

(l) make provision in respect of the finding of caution by them;
(m) make such other provision as may appear to the Court to be [F4appropriate].

(2) No extra-official activity (not being an activity prohibited or regulated by an Act of
Sederunt made under subsection (1)(e) or (f) above) may be undertaken by an officer
of court for remuneration unless the officer of court obtains the permission of the
sheriff principal from whom he holds a commission to his undertaking the activity,
but the sheriff principal shall not withhold such permission unless it appears to him
that the undertaking by the officer of court of the activity would be incompatible with
the officer of court’s official functions.

(3) The sheriff principal may attach conditions to [F5, or revoke,] any permission granted
by him under subsection (2) above.
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