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Criminal Procedure and
Investigations Act 1996

1996 CHAPTER 25

PART IV

RULINGS

40 Power to make rulings.

(1) A judge may make at a pre-trial hearing a ruling as to—
(a) any question as to the admissibility of evidence;
(b) any other question of law relating to the case concerned.

(2) A ruling may be made under this section—
(a) on an application by a party to the case, or
(b) of the judge’s own motion.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), a ruling made under this section has binding effect from the
time it is made until the case against the accused or, if there is more than one, against
each of them is disposed of; and the case against an accused is disposed of if—

(a) he is acquitted or convicted, or
(b) the prosecutor decides not to proceed with the case against him.

(4) A judge may discharge or vary (or further vary) a ruling made under this section if it
appears to him that it is in the interests of justice to do so; and a judge may act under
this subsection—

(a) on an application by a party to the case, or
(b) of the judge’s own motion.

(5) No application may be made under subsection (4)(a) unless there has been a material
change of circumstances since the ruling was made or, if a previous application has
been made, since the application (or last application) was made.
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(6) The judge referred to in subsection (4) need not be the judge who made the ruling or,
if it has been varied, the judge (or any of the judges) who varied it.

(7) For the purposes of this section the prosecutor is any person acting as prosecutor,
whether an individual or a body.
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