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School Standards and
Framework Act 1998

1998 CHAPTER 31

PART III

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

CHAPTER I

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS

[F1Admission arrangements: England]

[F188E Variation of admission arrangements

(1) Subsection (2) applies where an admission authority—
(a) have in accordance with section 88C determined the admission arrangements

which are to apply for a particular school year, but
(b) at any time before the end of that year consider that the arrangements should

be varied in view of a major change in circumstances occurring since they
were so determined.

(2) The authority must—
(a) refer their proposed variations to the adjudicator, and
(b) notify the appropriate bodies of the proposed variations.

(3) Subsection (2)(a) does not apply in a case where the authority's proposed variations
fall within any description of variations prescribed for the purposes of this subsection.

(4) Where the [F2local authority] are the admission authority for a community or voluntary
controlled school, they must consult the governing body before making any reference
under subsection (2)(a).
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(5) On a reference under subsection (2)(a), the adjudicator must consider whether the
admission arrangements should have effect with the proposed variations until the end
of the school year in question.

(6) If the adjudicator determines—
(a) that the arrangements should so have effect, or
(b) that they should so have effect subject to such modification of those variations

as the adjudicator may determine,
the arrangements are to have effect accordingly as from the date of the adjudicator's
determination.

(7) Where the adjudicator makes a determination under subsection (6), the admission
authority must notify the appropriate bodies of the variations subject to which the
arrangements are to have effect.

(8) Regulations may make provision—
(a) as to the manner in which, and the time by which, any such notification is to

be given;
(b) specifying cases in which subsection (7) does not apply.

(9) Regulations may make provision—
(a) specifying matters which are, or are not, to constitute major changes in

circumstances for the purposes of subsection (1)(b);
(b) authorising an admission authority, where they have in accordance with

section 88C determined the admission arrangements which are to apply for a
particular school year, to vary those arrangements to such extent or in such
circumstances as may be prescribed;

(c) for the application of any of the requirements of, or imposed under,
subsections (2) to (8) to variations proposed to be made by virtue of
paragraph (b), or to any prescribed description of such variations, as if they
were variations proposed to be made under subsection (1).]
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