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Communications Act 2003

2003 CHAPTER 21

PART 3

TELEVISION AND RADIO SERVICES ["'ETC]

FIFLCHAPTER 2
REGULATORY STRUCTURE FOR INDEPENDENT TELEVISION SERVICES

The public teletext service

219  Licensing of the public teletext service

(1) The licence that is required for the purposes of section 13 of the 1990 Act in respect
of the public teletext service is a licence under Part 1 of that Act complying with this

section.

(2) The licence—

(a) must be a licence which continues in force, from the time from which it takes
effect, until the end of the licensing period beginning or current at that time;

and
(b) shall be renewable, on one or more occasions, under section 222.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) a licensing period is—

(a) the period beginning with the commencement of this section and ending with
the initial expiry date ["'for the licence to provide the public teletext service]

;or

(b) any subsequent period of ten years beginning with the end of the previous

licensing period ["*for that type of licence] .

(4) The licence must contain the conditions that OFCOM consider appropriate for the

purpose of performing their duty under section 263.
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(5) The conditions of the licence must also include conditions prohibiting the imposition,
whether directly or indirectly, of any charges on persons in respect of their reception
in the United Kingdom of the licensed service.

(6) It shall be unlawful to impose a charge in contravention of a condition imposed under
subsection (5).

(7) The service authorised by a licence under this section, so far as it comprises a service
provided in digital form, is a qualifying service for the purposes of Part 1 of the 1996
Act.

(8) Schedule 10 (which makes further provision about the award and grant of the licence
for the public teletext service and about the conditions and enforcement of that licence)
shall have effect.
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