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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 11: Schools: exceptions

Part 2: Religious or belief-related discrimination

Schools with religious character, etc.: paragraph 5
Examples

• A Muslim school may give priority to Muslim pupils when choosing between applicants
for admission (although the Admissions Code will not allow it to refuse to accept pupils
of another or no religion unless it is oversubscribed). However, it may not discriminate
between pupils because of any other of the protected characteristics, such as by refusing to
admit a child of the school’s own faith because she is black or a lesbian.

• A Jewish school which provides spiritual instruction or pastoral care from a rabbi is
not discriminating unlawfully by not making equivalent provision for pupils from other
religious faiths.

• A Roman Catholic school which organises visits for pupils to sites of particular interest to
its own faith, such as a cathedral, is not discriminating unlawfully by not arranging trips to
sites of significance to the faiths of other pupils.

• A faith school would be acting unlawfully if it sought to penalise or exclude a pupil because
he or she had renounced the faith of the school or joined a different religion or denomination.
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