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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 2: Equality: Key Concepts
Chapter 1: Protected characteristics
Section 10: Religion or belief

Effect

51. This section definesthe protected characteristic of religion or religious or philosophical
belief, which isstated to include for this purpose alack of religion or belief. Itisabroad
definition in line with the freedom of thought, conscience and religion guaranteed by
Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The main limitation for the
purposes of Article 9 isthat the religion must have a clear structure and belief system.
Denominations or sects within a religion can be considered to be areligion or belief,
such as Protestants and Catholics within Christianity.

52. Thecriteriafor determining what isa“ philosophical belief” arethat it must be genuinely
held; be a belief and not an opinion or viewpoint based on the present state of
information available; be abelief asto a weighty and substantial aspect of human life
and behaviour; attain a certain level of cogency, seriousness, cohesion and importance;
and be worthy of respect in a democratic society, compatible with human dignity and
not conflict with the fundamental rights of others. So, for example, any cult involved
inillegal activities would not satisfy these criteria. The section provides that people
who are of the same religion or belief share the protected characteristic of religion
or belief. Depending on the context, this could mean people who, for example, share
the characteristic of being Protestant or people who share the characteristic of being
Christian.
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