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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6: Education

Chapter 1: Schools

Section 89: Interpretation and exceptions

Effect

302. This section explains what is meant by terms used in this Chapter, such as “school”
and “pupil”. It also makes it clear that the prohibitions in the Chapter do not apply to
anything done in relation to the content of the school curriculum. This ensures that the
Act does not inhibit the ability of schools to include a full range of issues, ideas and
materials in their syllabus and to expose pupils to thoughts and ideas of all kinds. The
way in which the curriculum is taught is, however, covered by the reference to education
in section 85(2)(a), so as to ensure issues are taught in a way which does not subject
pupils to discrimination. This section also gives effect to Schedule 11 which provides
some exceptions to the provisions in this Chapter.

Background

303. This section is designed to replicate the effect of an exception relating to discrimination
because of religion or belief in the Equality Act 2006, and extends it to other protected
characteristics.

Examples

• A school curriculum includes teaching of evolution in science lessons. This would not be
religious discrimination against a pupil whose religious beliefs include creationism.

• A school curriculum includes The Taming of the Shrew on the syllabus. This would not be
discrimination against a girl.
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