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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 23: General exceptions

Training provided to non-EEA residents, etc: paragraph 4
Effect

1001. Paragraph 4 allows less favourable treatment because of a person’s nationality in
relation to training and associated benefits that are intended for people who do not
live in an EEA state, as long as the training provider believes that the person will not
subsequently use the skills obtained in Great Britain. This means that an EEA resident
cannot claim to have been discriminated against in relation to this type of activity.

1002. Employment or contract work can be covered by this exception where its sole or main
purpose is the provision of training in skills. Special provision is made in relation to
defence training to reflect current arrangements to help provide other nations with the
skills to assist the United Kingdom in addressing global conflict and supporting the
United Kingdom on multi-national operations.

Background

1003. The main purpose of this provision is to enable people from developing countries to
acquire vital skills which may not be available in their country of residence. It replaces
similar provisions in the Race Relations Act 1976. The general rule on non-residence
has been extended from Great Britain to include all EEA states, except in relation to
defence training which is provided to forces from other EEA states as well as those
outside the EEA.

Example

• It is not unlawful for a company specialising in sustainable irrigation that offers a training
scheme in Great Britain for people who live in Mozambique, who then return home to put
the skills learned into practice, to refuse to offer the same training to someone who lives
in Great Britain.

1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/15/part/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/15/schedule/23
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/15/schedule/23/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/15/paragraph/4

