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LOCALISM ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 6: Planning

Chapter 6: Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

Section 130: National policy statements

340. Subsections (2) to (7) and (13) amend sections 5, 6 and 9 of the Planning Act 2008
to require House of Commons approval of national policy statements and material
amendments to existing national policy statements. House of Commons approval
is required in addition to complying with the existing consultation, publicity and
Parliamentary scrutiny arrangements in sections 7 and 9 of the Planning Act 2008. A
draft national policy statement or amendment to an existing national policy statement (a
“proposal”) must be laid before Parliament and can only be designated if the House of
Commons resolves within 21 sitting days that it should be proceeded with, or that period
ends without the House of Commons resolving that it should not be proceeded with.

341. Subsection (8) inserts a new section 6A into the Planning Act 2008 Act. The rule in new
section 6A(2) provides that if a proposal is an amended version of an earlier proposal,
further consultation need not be carried out if the earlier proposal was consulted on, and
the amendments do not materially affect the policy. In a situation where the amendments
do materially affect the policy, the rule in new section 6A(3) provides that it is sufficient
for further consultation to be limited to the material amendments.

342. New section 6A(4) of the Planning Act 2008 provides that, where a proposal is laid
before parliament for approval of the House of Commons, it is not necessary to comply
with the Parliamentary scrutiny requirements in section 9(2) to (7) of that Act in relation
to that proposal if they have been complied with in relation to an earlier version of that
proposal.

343. Section 8 of the Planning Act 2008 requires the Secretary of State to consult with certain
local authorities on publicity requirements in relation to a proposal where the policy set
out in the proposal identifies locations as suitable or potentially suitable for specified
descriptions of development. Subsections (9) to (12) of section 130 of the Localism Act
amend section 8 to bring it in line with the provisions amended by section 133 of the
Localism Act.
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