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LOCALISM ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 8: London

Chapter 1: Housing and Regeneration Functions

Section 187: New housing and regeneration functions of the Authority

409. Section 187 makes the following provisions by amending Part 7A of the Greater London
Authority Act 1999 (housing):

• It empowers the Greater London Authority compulsorily to acquire land and new
rights over land for housing and regeneration purposes, subject to authorisation by
the Secretary of State.

• It applies Part 1 of Schedule 2 to the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 to
compulsory acquisition by the Greater London Authority. Part 1, as applied to the
Greater London Authority, applies the standard procedural model (contained in the
Acquisition of Land Act 1981) to the compulsory acquisition of land by the Greater
London Authority and makes provision for the extinguishment of private rights
over land, with compensation to be paid.

• It applies Schedule 3 to the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 to land of the
Greater London Authority held for housing and regeneration purposes. Schedule 3,
as applied to the Greater London Authority, makes provision that: enables the
Greater London Authority to override easements; enables the Greater London
Authority to apply to the Secretary of State for a public right of way to be
extinguished and prescribes the statutory procedure that must be followed; and
enables the Greater London Authority to use land that is, or forms part of, a
burial ground, consecrated land and other land connected to religious worship,
and includes power for the Secretary of State to make regulations prescribing
requirements about the disposal of such land and about the removal and reinterment
of human remains.

• It applies Schedule 4 to the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 to land held by
the Greater London Authority for housing and regeneration purposes. Schedule 4
makes provision for powers in relation to, and for, statutory undertakers including
when notices can be served and representations made to the Secretary of State
and appropriate Minister for an extension or modification to the functions and
obligations of statutory undertakers.

• It makes provision to prohibit the Greater London Authority from disposing of
land held for housing and regeneration purposes for less than the best consideration
which can reasonably be obtained unless the Secretary of State consents (with
the exception of certain disposals by way of a short tenancy). It provides that the
Secretary of State may give consent, where required, generally or specifically.
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• It provides that the Greater London Authority may authorise a person to enter and
survey land in connection with a proposal by the Greater London Authority to
acquire that land or other land for housing and regeneration purposes, or a claim
for compensation in respect of the acquisition of such land.

• It places duties on the Greater London Authority in relation to social housing
when it acquires, constructs or converts any housing or land for use as low cost
rental accommodation and when it disposes of housing or land, or it provides
infrastructure or gives financial assistance, on condition that low cost rental
accommodation is provided. This is to ensure that when the accommodation is made
available for rent the landlord is a “relevant provider of social housing” and thus
subject to regulation. It provides that in relation to social housing located in Greater
London, repayments of grant are made to the Greater London Authority and not
the Homes and Communities Agency and that repaid grant monies received by the
Greater London Authority may only be spent by it on providing social housing
financial assistance to registered providers.

• It sets out the relationship between the Regulator of Social Housing and the Greater
London Authority. The Regulator is given the power to direct the Greater London
Authority not to give financial assistance in connection with social housing to a
specified registered provider. The purpose of this power is to prevent financial
assistance from being given to a registered provider where there are serious
concerns about mismanagement or about the viability of that organisation.

• It enlarges the powers of the Greater London Authority to deal with certain
property, rights and liabilities transferred to it from an urban development
corporation, or transferred to it under section 190 from the Homes and Communities
Agency having previously been transferred to that Agency from either an urban
development corporation or the Commission for the New Towns.

• It provides that the Secretary of State may, with the consent of Treasury, pay grants
to the Greater London Authority for its housing and regeneration functions. A grant
may be paid in such instalments and at such times and subject to such conditions
as the Secretary of State may determine.
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