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EDUCATION ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3: School Workforce

Abolition of the Training and Development Agency for Schools

Section 15: Training the school workforce: functions of Secretary of State and
Welsh Ministers

116. Section 15 amends Part 2 of EA 2002 and Part 3 of EA 2005 to ensure that, after the
abolition of the TDA, the Secretary of State has the power to exercise the functions that
the TDA currently exercises and to confer functions on the Welsh Ministers in relation
to teacher training.

117. Subsection (2) amends section 14 of EA 2002. Section 14 gives the Secretary of State
(in relation to England) or the Welsh Ministers (in relation to Wales) the power to
give, or make arrangements for the giving of, financial assistance to any person for or
in connection with any of the purposes mentioned in section 14(2). This amendment
enables the Secretary of State and the Welsh Ministers to provide financial support to
any person to receive training to become a teacher or a member of the school workforce.
It also allows financial support to be given for training for people who are already
teachers or members of the school workforce. The amendment to section 14(2ZA)
enables financial support under section 14 to be given to those receiving training in
higher education institutions.

118. Subsection (3) amends section 16 of EA 2002 which sets out the terms on which
financial assistance under section 14 may be given. It provides that, when financial
assistance is given for the purposes of teacher training, the Secretary of State or the
Welsh Ministers will not be able to impose terms and conditions on higher education
institutions relating to the admission of students or the selection of staff as a condition
of funding. This is to ensure that the autonomy of higher education institutions is not
compromised.

119. Subsection (5) amends Part 3 of EA 2005 to ensure that Welsh Ministers have the
power to exercise the functions that the TDA currently exercises in relation to Wales.
It imposes a general duty on the Welsh Ministers to ensure sufficient facilities are
available for the training of teachers to serve in Wales and confers a power to promote
careers in the school workforce in Wales.

120. Subsection (6) is concerned with the joint exercise of functions relating to the training
of the school workforce by the Secretary of State and the Higher Education Funding
Council for Wales (HEFCW). Subsection (7) enables the Secretary of State to request
efficiency studies of institutions that are receiving financial support in the same way
that HEFCW can and subsection (8) enables HEFCW and the Secretary of State to share
information about training the school workforce and to require such information from
others.
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