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EDUCATION ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6: Academies

Academies: other provisions

Section 62: staff at Academies with religious character

299. Section 62 amends Part 5A of SSFA 1998 (employment of teachers at independent
schools having a religious character). In the maintained sector, a foundation or
voluntary controlled school with a religious character must include “reserved” teachers,
the number of which must not exceed one-fifth of the total number of teachers including
the principal. Reserved teachers are those who have been selected for their fitness and
competence to give religious education in accordance with the tenets of the religion
or religious denomination of the school, and who are appointed on such grounds. In
contrast, a voluntary aided school may apply preference in the appointment, promotion
or remuneration of all teachers at the school in accordance with the tenets of the religion
or religious denomination of the school.

300. Section 124A of SSFA 1998 provides that independent schools which have a religious
character may also apply preference in the appointment, promotion or remuneration
of all teachers at the school in accordance with the tenets of the religion or religious
denomination of the school.

301. Subsection (3) inserts a new section 124AA into SSFA 1998 which will apply to all
voluntary controlled and foundation schools with a religious character which have
converted into Academies. It will provide that teachers at these Academies must include
reserved teachers, the number of which must not exceed one-fifth of the total number
of teachers including the principal, thereby preserving the distinction between such
schools in the maintained sector.

302. In addition, subsection (2) of new section 124AA provides that the Secretary of State
may make an order for a specific school which will disapply section 124AA for that
individual school. In these cases, section 124A will apply. The Secretary of State intends
to use this power if he has agreed changes to an Academy’s governance arrangements
such that the religious body has majority control over the Academy in the same way
that it does over a voluntary aided school governing body.

1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/21/part/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/21/section/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/21/section/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/21/section/62/3

