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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 11: Policing etc

College of Policing

Section 124: Codes of Practice issued by the College

342. This section amends section 39A of the 1996 Act. Section 39A of the 1996 Act gives the
Home Secretary the power to issue Codes of Practice relating to the way in which chief
constables discharge their functions. Using the powers given to her under section 39A,
the Home Secretary has issued Codes of Practice on the following issues: police use of
firearms and less lethal weapons; national intelligence model; management of police
information; serious crime analysis section; collecting and sharing data on missing
persons with public authorities; and management of police pursuits.

343. Subsection (2) substitutes a new subsection (1) of section 39A so as to provide that the
College of Policing, rather than the Home Secretary, may issue such Codes of Practice
but subject to the Home Secretary’s approval. New section 39A(1) also broadens the
circumstances in which a Code of Practice under this section may be issued. At present,
the Home Secretary may only issue a Code of Practice if she considers it necessary to
do so for the purpose of promoting the efficiency and effectiveness of police forces.
Under the new section 39A(1), the College may issue a Code of Practice if one of three
tests is satisfied, namely that it considers it necessary to do so in order to improve the
efficiency and effectiveness of the police, to facilitate joint or co-ordinated activity by
two or more police forces, or if the College otherwise considers that it would be in the
national interest for it to issue a Code of Practice.

344. Subsections (3) to (5) make consequential and supplementary amendments to:
section 39A(2), to confer power on the College to revise in whole or in part a Code
of Practice; section 39A(4), to require the College to consult with the National Crime
Agency prior to issuing a Code of Practice; and section 39A(5) to maintain the
requirement for the Home Secretary to lay Codes of Practice before Parliament, even
though they will be issued by the College.

1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2014/12/part/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2014/12/section/124
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2014/12/section/124/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2014/12/section/124/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2014/12/section/124/5

