
These notes refer to the Care Act 2014 (c.23) which received Royal Assent on 14 May 2014

CARE ACT 2014

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1 – Care and Support

General responsibilities of local authorities

Section 7 – Co-operating in specific cases

84. This section supplements the general duty to cooperate in section 6 with a specific duty.
This duty is intended to be used by local authorities or partners where cooperation is
needed in the case of an individual who has needs for care and support. The duty is
not limited to specific circumstances, but could be used, for example, when a child is
preparing to move from children’s to adult services; in adult safeguarding enquiries;
when an adult requires an assessment for NHS continuing healthcare; or, when an adult
is moving between areas and requires a new needs assessment.

85. Subsection (1) states that a local authority may request cooperation from a relevant
partner in relation to the case of an individual adult or carer, and the relevant partner
must cooperate as requested, unless doing so would be incompatible with the relevant
partner’s own functions or duties. Subsection (2) creates the same duty but in reverse,
with the request made by the relevant partner to the local authority.

86. If either the local authority, or the relevant partner, decide not to cooperate after
receiving a request, then subsection (3) requires them to write to the other person setting
out their reasons for not doing so. Local authorities and their relevant partners must
respond to requests to cooperate under their general public law duties to act reasonably,
and failure to respond within a reasonable time frame could be subject to judicial review.
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