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CARE ACT 2014

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 – Care standards

Care Quality Commission

Section 88 – Unitary board

502. Section 88 amends provisions relating to the membership of the CQC. Under paragraph
3 of Schedule 1 to the 2008 Act all members of the CQC must be appointed by
the Secretary of State. Subsection (1) amends paragraph 3 of Schedule 1 so that the
Secretary of State only appoints the Chair and other non-executive members whilst the
CQC appoints its own executive members (including the Chief Executive) without the
involvement of the Secretary of State. Subsection (2) defines “non-executive members”
and “executive members” and provides that the number of non-executive members must
exceed the number of executive members.

503. Subsections (3) to (8) make further amendments to Schedule 1 to the 2008 Act to clarify
where necessary which provisions apply to non-executive members only, executive
members only, or both. For example, subsections (4) and (5) make amendments to the
Secretary of State‘s regulation-making powers in paragraph 3 of Schedule 1 to the 2008
Act so that any regulations relating to the appointment, suspension and termination
relate only to non-executive members, whilst the power to make regulations to limit
the number of members may apply to both executive and non-executive members. This
is intended to ensure that the CQC’s Board remains at an appropriate size as set in
regulations and to ensure that the non-executive members appointed have the requisite
skills and knowledge.

504. Subsections (7) and (8) make amendments to paragraph 5 of Schedule 1 to the 2008
Act to clarify that since executive members are employees and the CQC appoints its
employees on such terms and conditions as it considers appropriate, it will accordingly
also determine the terms and conditions of its appointment of executive members.
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