Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 1024
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ENGLAND AND WALES

The Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007

Made - - - - 26th March 2007
Coming into force - - 27th March 2007

The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred upon
him by sections 44 and 105 of the Local Government Act 2000(1).

The Secretary of State has consulted the Electoral Commission about these Regulations in
accordance with section 44(3A)(2) of the 2000 Act.

The provisions of these Regulations which relate to the limitation of election expenses (and the
creation of criminal offences in connection with the limitation of such expenses) are made in
accordance with a recommendation of the Electoral Commission.

A draft of these Regulations has been laid before and approved by resolution of each House of
Parliament:

Citation, Commencement and Revocation

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England
and Wales) Regulations 2007.

(2) These Regulations come into force on the day after that on which they are made except for the
purposes of an election if the last date for the publication of the notice of election for that election
is on or before 26 March 2007.

(3) The following instruments are revoked—
(a) The Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections)(England and Wales) Regulations 2002(3);

(b) The Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) (Amendment)
Regulations 2004 (4);

(c) The Civil Partnership Act 2004 (Amendments to Subordinate Legislation) Order 2005(5)
to the extent of Part 4 of Schedule 12.

(1) 2000 c.22.

(2) Subsections (3A) and (3B) of section 44 were inserted by the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 c.41
Schedule 21, paragraph 18(1), (2).

(3) S.1.2002/185.

(4) S.1.2004/225.

(5) S.I.2005/2114.
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Interpretation

2. In these Regulations, —

“the 2000 Act” means the Local Government Act 2000;
“the 1983 Act” means the Representation of the People Act 1983(6);

“the Elections Regulations” means the Representation of the People (England and Wales)
Regulations 2001(7);

“the Mayoral Elections Rules” means the rules set out in Schedule 1 to these Regulations;

“the Referendums Regulations” means the Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums)
(England) Regulations 2001(8);

“candidate” means a candidate to be an elected mayor;
“election” or “mayoral election” means an election for the return of an elected mayor;
“electoral area”—

(a) inrelation to a mayoral election in England, means the county, district or London borough
in which the election is held;

(b) inrelation to a mayoral election in Wales, means the county or county borough in which
the election is held;

“European Parliamentary election” shall have the same meaning as in section 27(1) of the
Representation of the People Act 1985(9);

“local government election” shall have the same meaning as in section 203(1) of the 1983
Act(10);

“proper officer” has the meaning given by section 270(3) of the Local Government Act 1972;
“referendum” means a referendum conducted under the Referendums Regulations;

“relevant election or referendum” means one or more of the following—

(a) a Parliamentary election(11);

(b) a European Parliamentary election;

(c) alocal government election;

(d) another mayoral election; and

(e) areferendum,

the poll at which is taken together with the poll at the mayoral election;

“returning officer”, in relation to a mayoral election, means—

(a) the proper officer of the London borough concerned or, as the case may be, the person
appointed as the returning officer for the election in accordance with subsection (1) or
(1A) of section 35 (returning officers: local elections in England and Wales)(12) of the
1983 Act as applied by these Regulations; and

(6)
(7
®
®
(10

(11)
12)

1983 c.2.
S.I. 2001/341, amended by S.I. 2001/1700, 2002/1871, 2004/226, 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
S.1.2001/1298, amended by S.12004/226.
1985 ¢.50. Section 27(1) was amended by the European Communities (Amendment) Act 1986 (c.58), section 3(1).
See the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c.2); section 203(1) was amended by paragraphs 39(1) and (4) of Schedule 3
to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c.29).
For the definition of “Parliamentary election”, see the Interpretation Act 1978 (c.30), Schedule 1.
Section 35(1) was amended, and section 35(1A) inserted, by the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994 (c.19), Schedule 16,
paragraph 68(7). Subsections (1), (1A) and (3) of section 35 are modified, for the purposes of mayoral elections, by
regulation 3(2) of, and Table 1 in Schedule 2 to, these Regulations. For the definition of “proper officer”, relevant to
section 35(3), see section 202(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983, as substituted by the Greater London Authority
Act 1999, Schedule 3, and section 270 of the Local Government Act 1972 (c.70).
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(b) any person appointed under subsection (4) of that section by a person of a description
mentioned in paragraph (a).

Conduct of mayoral elections

3.—(1) An election for the return of an elected mayor(13) shall be conducted in accordance with
the Rules set out in Schedule 1 (“the Mayoral Elections Rules”).

(2) The relevant provisions in the enactments referred to in paragraph (3), shall have effect—

(a) inrelation to the conduct of a mayoral election in England, as they have effect in relation
to the conduct of an election of councillors for any county electoral division or district or
London borough ward,

(b) in relation to the conduct of a mayoral election in Wales, as they have effect in relation
to the conduct of an election of councillors for any county electoral division or county
borough ward,

subject to the modifications set out in paragraph (4).

(3) The enactments referred to in paragraph (2) are—
(a) the 1983 Act;
(b) the Representation of the People Act 1985;
(c) the Representation of the People Act 2000(14);
(d) the Elections Regulations, and
(e) the Electoral Administration Act 2006(15).

(4) The modifications referred to in paragraph (2) are—

(a) references in the relevant provisions to “local government elections” shall be taken to
include mayoral elections;

(b) references in the relevant provisions to a “candidate” shall be taken to include a candidate
at a mayoral election;

(c) the other modifications set out in Schedule 2.

(5) In this regulation “relevant provisions” means the provisions which have effect in relation
to the conduct of the election of councillors for any county electoral division or district or London
borough ward (in England) or any county electoral division or county borough ward (in Wales).

Combination of polls

4. Where the poll at a mayoral election is taken together with the poll at a relevant election or
referendum(16), the Mayoral Elections Rules shall be modified so as to have effect as set out in
Schedule 3.

(13) For the definition of “elected mayor”, see section 39(1) of the Local Government Act 2000. For other provisions of that Act
relevant to mayoral elections and voting at such elections, see, in particular, sections 41 to 43.

(14) 2000 c.2.

(15) 2006 c.22.

(16) Provisions as to the combination of polls at elections, including mayoral elections, are contained in section 36 of the
Representation of the People Act 1983 (as applied by Schedule 2 of these Regulations); section 15 of the Representation of the
People Act 1985 (as similarly applied); and the Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) (Regulations) 2001.
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Questioning of mayoral election

5. For the purposes of section 44(4) of the 2000 Act, Part 3 (legal proceedings) of the 1983 Act
shall have effect in relation to the questioning of an election for the return of an elected mayor as it
has effect in relation to the questioning of an election under the local government Act (17).

Free delivery of election addresses

6.—(1) Each candidate at a mayoral election shall be entitled (subject to and in accordance with
the provisions of Schedule 4) to have an election address prepared on behalf of the candidate included
in a booklet of election addresses—

(a) prepared by the returning officer; and
(b) delivered by that officer to each person entitled to vote at that election(18).

(2) Candidates’ election addresses shall be delivered at the expense of the local authority for
whose electoral area the election is held.

(3) Schedule 4 (which makes provisions supplementing paragraph (1) above) shall have effect.

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State

Bridget Prentice,
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
26th March 2007 Department for Constitutional Affairs

(17) The definition of “local government Act” is to be found in section 203(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983.
(18) As to the persons entitled to vote at mayoral elections, see section 43(1) of the Local Government Act 2000.
4
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Explanatory Note

PART 1

General provisions

Citation

1. These Rules may be cited as the Mayoral Elections Rules.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Rules, “the Appendix” means the Appendix to these Rules.

(2) Other expressions used both in these Rules and in the 1983 Act (as it applies to local
government elections), except for those defined in regulation 2 or modified by regulation 3, shall
have the same meaning in these Rules as they have in that Act.

PART 2

Provisions as to time

Timetable

3. The proceedings at the election shall be conducted in accordance with the following Timetable:

Proceeding

Time

Publication of notice of election

Delivery of nomination papers

Publication of statement as to persons nominated

Delivery of notices of withdrawal of candidature

Notice of poll

Polling

Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day
of election

Not later than noon on the nineteenth day before
the day of election

Not later than noon on the seventeenth day
before the day of election

Not later than noon on the sixteenth day before
the day of election

Not later than the sixth day before the day of
election

Between the hours of 7 in the morning and 10 at
night on the day of election

Computation of time

4.—(1) In computing any period of time for the purposes of the Timetable—

(a) a Saturday or Sunday,

(b) Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Good Friday or a bank holiday, or

(c) aday appointed for public thanksgiving or mourning,
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shall be disregarded, and any such day shall not be treated as a day for the purpose of any proceedings
up to the completion of the poll nor shall the returning officer be obliged to proceed with the counting
of the votes on such a day.

(2) In this rule, “bank holiday” means a day which is a bank holiday under the Banking and
Financial Dealings Act 1971(19) in England and Wales.

PART 3

Stages common to contested and uncontested elections

Notice of Election

5.—(1) The returning officer must publish notice of the election stating—
(a) the place and times at which nomination papers are to be delivered, and
(b) the date of the poll in the event of a contest,

and the notice must state that forms of nomination papers may be obtained at that place and those
times.

(2) The notice of election must also state the arrangements which apply for the payment of the
deposit required by rule 10 to be made by means of the electronic transfer of funds.

(3) The notice of election must state the date by which—
(a) applications to vote by post or by proxy, and
(b) other applications and notices about postal or proxy voting,

must reach the returning officer in order that they may be effective for the election.

Nomination of candidates

6.—(1) Each candidate must be nominated by a separate nomination paper.

(2) A nomination paper must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to the like
effect and shall be delivered at the place fixed for the purpose by the returning officer, which shall
be at the offices of the council of the county, county borough, district or London borough in which
the electoral area wholly or mainly lies.

(3) A nomination paper must state the candidate’s—
(a) full names,
(b) home address, in full, and
(c) if desired, description,

and the surname must be placed first in the list of names.

(4) If a candidate commonly uses—
(a) asurname which is different from any other surname he has, or
(b) a forename which is different from any other forename he has,

the nomination paper may state the commonly used surname or forename in addition to the other
name.

(5) The description (if any) can only be—

(a) one authorised as mentioned in rule 7(1) or (3); or

(19) 1971 ¢.80.
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(b) the word “Independent”.

Nomination papers: name of registered political party

7—(1) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with a registered political party unless the party is a qualifying
party in relation to the electoral area and the description is authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of the party, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Timetable in rule 3.

(2) In paragraph (1) an authorised description may be either—

(a) the name of the party registered under section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and
Referendums Act 2000(20), or

(b) a description of the party registered under section 28 A(21) of that Act.

(3) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with two or more registered political parties unless the parties are
each qualifying parties in relation to the electoral area and the description is a registered description
authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of each of the parties, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Timetable in rule 3.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (3), a description is a registered description if it is a description
registered for use by the parties under section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums
Act 2000(22).

(5) A person shall be guilty of a corrupt practice if he fraudulently purports to be authorised to
issue a certificate under paragraph (1) or (3) on behalf of a registered political party’s nominating
officer.

(6) For the purposes of the application of this rule in relation to an election—

(a) “registered political party” means a party which was registered under Part 2 of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 on the day (“the relevant day”) which is two
days before the last day for the delivery of nomination papers at that election;

(b) aregistered political party is a qualifying party in relation to an electoral area if the electoral
area is in England or Wales and the party was on the relevant day registered in respect of
that part of Great Britain in the Great Britain register maintained under that Part of that Act.

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (6)(a), any day falling within rule 4(1) must be disregarded.

Subscription of nomination paper

8.—(1) The nomination paper must be subscribed by two electors as proposer and seconder, and
by twenty-eight other electors as assenting to the nomination.

(2) Where a nomination paper has the signatures of more than the required number of persons as
proposing, seconding or assenting to the nomination of a candidate, the signature or signatures (up

(20) Section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was amended by S.I. 2004/366 and by section 48
of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(21) Section 28A of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(22) Section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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to the required number) appearing first on the paper in each category must be taken into account to
the exclusion of any others in that category.

(3) The nomination paper must give the electoral number of each person subscribing it.
(4) The returning officer—

(a) must supply any elector with as many forms of nomination paper and forms of consent to
nomination as may be required at the place and during the time for delivery of nomination
papers, and

(b) must at any elector’s request prepare a nomination paper for signature,

but it is not necessary for a nomination or consent to nomination to be on a form supplied by the
returning officer.

(5) In this rule “elector”—

(a) means a person who is registered in the register of local government electors for the
electoral area in question on the last day for the publication of notice of the election; and

(b) includes a person then shown in the register as below voting age if (but only if) it appears
from the register that he will be of voting age on the day fixed for the poll.

(6) But, in this rule, “elector” does not include a person who has an anonymous entry in the
register.

Consent to nomination

9. A person shall not be validly nominated unless his consent to nomination—

(a) is given in writing, on or within one month before the last day for the delivery of
nomination papers,

(b) is in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to the like effect, and includes a copy
of section 80 of the Local Government Act 1972 and section 79 of the Local Government
Act 2000,

(c) is attested by one witness, and

(d) is delivered at the place and within the time for the delivery of nomination papers.

Deposits

10.—(1) A person shall not be validly nominated unless the sum of £500 is deposited by him or
on his behalf, with the returning officer at the place and within the time for delivery of nomination
papers.

(2) The deposit may be made either—
(a) by the deposit of any legal tender, or
(b) by means of a banker’s draft, or

(c) with the returning officer’s consent, in any other manner (including by means of a debit
or credit card or the electronic transfer of funds),

but the returning officer may refuse to accept a deposit sought to be made by means of a banker’s
draft if he does not know that the drawer carries on business as a banker in the United Kingdom.

(3) Where the deposit is made on behalf of the candidate, the person making the deposit must at
the time he makes it give his name and address to the returning officer (unless they have previously
been given to him under section 67 (appointment of election agent) of the 1983 Act).

10
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Decisions as to validity of nomination papers

11.—(1) Where a nomination paper and the candidate’s consent to nomination are delivered in
accordance with these Rules, the candidate shall be deemed to stand nominated unless and until—

(a) the returning officer decides that the nomination paper is invalid, or
(b) proofis given to the returning officer’s satisfaction of the candidate’s death, or
(c) the candidate withdraws.

(2) The returning officer is entitled to hold the nomination paper of a person invalid only on one
of the following grounds—

(a) that the particulars of the candidate or of the persons subscribing the paper are not as
required by law; and

(b) that the paper is not subscribed as so required.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), the returning officer must, as soon as practicable after each
nomination paper has been delivered, examine it and decide whether the candidate has been validly
nominated.

(4) If in the returning officer’s opinion a nomination paper breaks rule 7(1) or (3), he must give
a decision to that effect—

(a) as soon as practicable after the delivery of the nomination paper, and

(b) inany event, before the end of the period of 24 hours starting with the last time for delivery
of nomination papers set out in the Timetable in rule 3.

(5) Where the returning officer decides that a nomination paper is invalid, he must endorse and
sign on the paper the fact and the reasons for his decision.

(6) The returning officer must send notice of his decision that a nomination paper is valid or
invalid to each candidate at his home address as given in his nomination paper.

(7) The returning officer’s decision that a nomination paper is valid shall be final and shall not
be questioned in any proceeding whatsoever.

(8) Subject to paragraph (7), nothing in this rule prevents the validity of a nomination being
questioned on an election petition.

Publication of statement of persons nominated

12.—(1) The returning officer must prepare and publish a statement showing the persons who
have been and stand nominated and any other persons who have been nominated, with the reason
why they no longer stand nominated.

(2) The statement must show the names, addresses and descriptions of the persons nominated
as given in their nomination papers.

(3) If a person’s nomination paper gives a commonly used surname or forename in addition to
another name, the statement must show the person’s commonly used surname or forename (as the
case may be) instead of any other name.

(4) Paragraph (3) does not apply if the returning officer thinks—

(a) that the use of the person’s commonly used name may be likely to mislead or confuse
electors, or

(b) that the commonly used name is obscene or offensive.

(5) If paragraph (4) applies, the returning officer must give notice in writing to the candidate of
his reasons for refusing to allow the use of a commonly used name.

11
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(6) The statement must show the persons standing nominated arranged alphabetically in the order
of their surnames, and if there are two or more of them with the same surname, of their other names.

(7) In the case of a person nominated by more than one nomination paper, the returning officer
must take the particulars required by the foregoing provisions of this rule from such one of the papers
as the candidate (or the returning officer in default of the candidate) may select.

Inspection of nomination papers and consent to nomination

13. During ordinary office hours on any day, other than a day specified in rule 4(1), after the
latest time for delivery of nomination papers and before the date of the poll, any person may inspect
and take copies of, or extracts from, nomination papers and consents to nomination.

Correction of minor errors

14.—(1) A returning officer may, if he thinks fit, at any time before the publication under rule
12 of the statement of persons nominated, correct minor errors in a nomination paper.

(2) Errors which may be corrected include—
(a) errors as to a person’s electoral number;
(b) obvious errors of spelling in relation to the details of a candidate.

(3) Anything done by a returning officer in pursuance of this rule shall not be questioned in any
proceedings other than proceedings on an election petition.

(4) A returning officer must have regard to any guidance issued by the Electoral Commission
for the purposes of this rule.

Withdrawal of candidature

15.—(1) A candidate may withdraw his candidature by notice of withdrawal—
(a) signed by him and attested by one witness, and
(b) delivered to the returning officer at the place for delivery of nomination papers.

(2) Where a candidate is outside the United Kingdom, a notice of withdrawal signed by his
proposer and accompanied by a written declaration also so signed of the candidate’s absence from
the United Kingdom shall be of the same effect as a notice of withdrawal signed by the candidate;
but where the candidate stands nominated by more than one nomination paper a notice of withdrawal
under this paragraph shall be effective if, and only if—

(a) it and the accompanying declaration are signed by all the proposers except any who is,
and is stated in that declaration to be, outside the United Kingdom; or

(b) it is accompanied, in addition to that declaration, by a written statement signed by the
candidate that the proposer giving the notice is authorised to do so on the candidate’s
behalf during his absence from the United Kingdom.

Method of election

16. If, after any withdrawals under rule 15—

(a) more than two candidates remain validly nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordance
with Parts 4 and 5 of these Rules;

(b) only two candidates remain validly nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordance with
Part 4;

(c) only one candidate remains validly nominated, that person shall be declared to be elected
in accordance with Part 6.

12
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PART 4

Contested elections

Poll to be taken by ballot
17. The votes at the poll shall be given by ballot.

The ballot papers
18.—(1) The ballot of every person entitled to a vote at the election shall consist of a ballot paper.

(2) The persons remaining validly nominated for election to the office of mayor, after any
withdrawals, and no others, shall be entitled to have their names inserted in the ballot paper at that
election.

(3) Every ballot paper must be in the appropriate form, and must be printed in accordance with
the appropriate directions set out in the Appendix, and—

(a) must contain the names and other particulars of the candidates as shown in the statement
of persons nominated;

(b) must be capable of being folded up; and
(c) must have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back.

(4) If a candidate who is the subject of a party’s authorisation under rule 7(1) so requests, the
ballot paper must contain, against the candidate’s particulars, the party’s registered emblem (or, as
the case may be, one of the party’s registered emblems).

(5) The candidate’s request under paragraph (4) must—
(a) be made in writing to the returning officer, and

(b) be received by him before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers set out in
the Timetable in rule 3.

(6) The order of the names in the ballot paper must be the same as in the statement of persons
nominated.

The corresponding number list

19.—(1) The returning officer must prepare a list containing the numbers and other unique
identifying marks of all of the ballot papers to be issued by him in pursuance of rule 24 or provided
by him in pursuance of rule 28.

(2) The list must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to like effect.

The official mark

20.—(1) Every ballot paper must contain an appropriate security marking (the official mark).

(2) The official mark must be kept secret, and an interval of not less than five years shall intervene
between the use of the same official mark at an election (of whatever description) for the same
county, county borough, district or London borough, as the case may be.

(3) The returning officer may use a different official mark for different purposes at the same
election.
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Prohibition of disclosure of vote

21. No person who has voted at the election shall, in any legal proceeding to question the election,
be required to state for whom he has voted.

Use of schools and public rooms
22.—(1) The returning officer may use, free of charge, for the purpose of taking the poll or
counting the votes—

(a) a room in a school maintained or assisted by a local education authority or a school in
respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by Parliament to the person or
body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is met by any local authority.

(2) The use of a room in an unoccupied hereditament for that purpose or those purposes does not
render a person liable to any payment by way of council tax or non-domestic rate in respect of that
hereditament and any day on which it is so used.

(3) The returning officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred
by the persons having control over, any such room as is mentioned in paragraph (1) by reason of its
being used for the purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes.

Notice of poll

23.—(1) The returning officer must publish notice of the poll stating—
(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll;

(b) the particulars of each candidate remaining validly nominated (the names and other
particulars of the candidates, and the order of the candidates’ names being the same as in
the statement of persons nominated); and

(c) the names of all persons signing a candidate’s nomination paper.

(2) Where a candidate is nominated by more than one nomination paper, the nomination paper
referred to in paragraph (1)(c) must be that from which the names and other particulars of the
candidate shown in the statement of persons nominated are taken.

(3) The returning officer must, not later than the time of the publication of the notice of the poll,
also give public notice of—

(a) the situation of each polling station; and
(b) the description of voters entitled to vote there,

and he must as soon as practicable after giving such a notice give a copy of it to each of the election
agents.

Postal ballot papers

24.—(1) The returning officer must, in accordance with regulations made under the 1983 Act(23),
issue to those entitled to vote by post a ballot paper and a postal voting statement in the appropriate
form in the Appendix, or a form to the like effect, together with such envelopes for their return as
may be prescribed by such regulations.

(2) The returning officer must also issue to those entitled to vote by post such information as he
thinks appropriate about how to obtain—

(23) See the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended by S.I. 2002/1871,
2006/752 and S.I. 2006/2910.
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(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to or guidance for voters
sent with the ballot paper;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The postal voting statement must include provision for the form to be signed and for stating
the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case may be).

(4) In the case of a ballot paper issued to a person at an address in the United Kingdom, the
returning officer must ensure that the return of the ballot paper and postal voting statement is free
of charge to the voter.

Provision of polling stations

25.—(1) The returning officer must provide a sufficient number of polling stations and, subject
to the following provisions of this rule, must allot the electors to the polling stations in such manner
as he thinks most convenient.

(2) One or more polling stations may be provided in the same room.

(3) The polling station allotted to electors from any parliamentary polling district wholly or
partly within the electoral area must, in the absence of special circumstances, be in the parliamentary
polling place for that district, unless that place is outside the electoral area.

(4) The returning officer must provide each polling station with such number of compartments
as may be necessary in which the voters can mark their votes screened from observation.

Appointment of presiding officers and polling clerks

26.—(1) The returning officer must appoint and pay a presiding officer to attend at each polling
station and such clerks as may be necessary for the purposes of the election, but he must not appoint
any person who has been employed by or on behalf of a candidate in or about the election.

(2) The returning officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at a polling station and the provisions of
these Rules relating to a presiding officer shall apply to a returning officer so presiding with the
necessary modifications as to things to be done by the returning officer to the presiding officer or
by the presiding officer to the returning officer.

(3) A presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him, any act (including the asking
of questions) which he is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a polling station except order
the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from the polling station.

Issue of official poll cards

27.—(1) The returning officer must as soon as practicable after the publication of the notice of
the election send to electors and their proxies an official poll card.

(2) Anelector’s official poll card must be sent or delivered to his qualifying address, and a proxy’s
to his address as shown in the list of proxies.

(3) The official poll card must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to the like
effect, and must set out—

(a) the name of the local authority to which the election relates;

(b) that the election is a mayoral election;

(c) the elector’s name, qualifying address and number on the register;

(d) the date and hours of the poll and the situation of the elector’s polling station;
15
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(e) such other information as the returning officer thinks appropriate,

and different information may be provided in pursuance of sub-paragraph (e) to different electors
or descriptions of elector.

(4) In the case of an elector with an anonymous entry, instead of containing the matter mentioned
in paragraph (3)(c), the poll card must contain such matter as is specified in the appropriate form
in the Appendix.

(5) Paragraph (5) of rule 8 shall apply for the interpretation of this rule.

Equipment of polling stations

28.—(1) The returning officer must provide each presiding officer with such number of ballot
boxes and ballot papers as in the returning officer’s opinion may be necessary.

(2) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot papers can be put in it, but cannot
be withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked or, where the box has no lock, the seal being
broken.

(3) The returning officer must provide each polling station with—
(a) materials to enable voters to mark the ballot papers;

(b) copies of the register of electors for the electoral area or such part of it as contains the
names of the electors allotted to the station;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the election corresponding to the register of
electors for the electoral area or the part of it provided under sub-paragraph (b);

(d) alist consisting of that part of the list prepared under rule 19 which contains the numbers
(but not the other unique identifying marks) corresponding to those on the ballot papers
provided to the presiding officer of the polling station.

(4) The reference in paragraph (3)(b) to the copies of the register of electors includes a reference
to copies of any notices issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act(24) in respect of
alterations to the register.

(5) The returning officer must also provide each polling station with—

(a) at least one large version of the ballot paper which must be displayed inside the polling
station for the assistance of voters who are partially sighted; and

(b) adevice of such description as is set out in paragraph (8) for enabling voters who are blind
or partially sighted to vote without any need for assistance from the presiding officer or
any companion (within the meaning of rule 39(1)).

(6) A notice in the appropriate form in the Appendix giving directions for the guidance of voters
in voting, must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside and outside every polling
station.

(7) The returning officer may also provide copies of the notice mentioned in paragraph (6) in
Braille or translated into languages other than English as he considers appropriate, provided that
these notices are accurate reproductions in Braille or that other language of that notice.

(8) The device referred to in paragraph (5)(b) must—

(a) allow a ballot paper to be inserted into and removed from, or attached to and detached
from, the device easily and without damage to the paper;

(b) hold the ballot paper firmly in place during use; and

(24) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(c) provide suitable means for the voter to—
(1) identify the spaces on the ballot paper on which he may mark his vote; and
(i1) identify the candidate to which each such space refers; and

(ii1) mark his vote on the space he has chosen.

Appointment of polling and counting agents
29.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (3), (4) and (5), before the commencement of the poll each
candidate may appoint—
(a) polling agents to attend at polling stations for the purpose of detecting personation; and
(b) counting agents to attend at the counting of the votes.

(2) The same person may be appointed as a polling agent or counting agent by more than one
candidate.

(3) Not more than four polling agents, or such greater number as the returning officer may by
notice allow, shall be permitted to attend at any particular polling station.

(4) If the number of such agents appointed to attend at a particular polling station exceeds the
allowed number, the returning officer must determine which agents are permitted to attend by lot,
and only the agents on whom the lot falls shall be deemed to have been duly appointed.

(5) The returning officer may limit the number of counting agents, but in doing so must ensure
that—

(a) the number is the same in the case of each candidate; and

(b) the number allowed to a candidate must not (except in special circumstances) be less than
the number obtained by dividing the number of clerks employed on the counting by the
number of candidates.

(6) For the purposes of the calculations required by paragraph (5), a counting agent appointed
for more than one candidate is a separate agent for each of the candidates for whom he has been
appointed.

(7) Notice in writing of the appointment, stating the names and addresses of the persons
appointed, must be given by the candidate to the returning officer and must be so given not later
than the fifth day (disregarding any referred to in rule 4 (1)) before the day of the poll.

(8) Ifan agent dies, or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may appoint another person in
his place, and must forthwith give to the returning officer notice in writing of the name and address
of that other person.

(9) Any appointment for a candidate authorised by this rule may be made and the notice of
appointment given to the returning officer by the candidate’s election agent, instead of by the
candidate.

(10) In the following provisions of these Rules references to polling agents and counting agents
shall be taken as references to agents—

(a) whose appointments have been duly made and notified; and
(b) where the number of agents is restricted, who are within the permitted numbers.

(11) Any notice required to be given to a counting agent by the returning officer may be delivered
at, or sent by post to, the address stated in the notice of appointment.

(12) A candidate may himself do any act or thing which any polling or counting agent of his, if
appointed, would have been authorised to do, or may assist his agent in doing any such act or thing.

(13) A candidate’s election agent may do or assist in doing anything which the candidate’s polling
or counting agent is authorised to do; and anything required or authorised by these Rules to be done
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in the presence of the polling or counting agent may be done in the presence of a candidate’s election
agent instead of his polling agent or counting agent.

(14) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence
of the polling or counting agent, the non-attendance of any agent or agents at the time and place
appointed for the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or
thing done.

Notification of requirement of secrecy

30. The returning officer must make such arrangements as he thinks fit to ensure that—

(a) every person attending at a polling station (otherwise than for the purpose of voting or
assisting a voter with disabilities to vote or as a constable on duty there) has been given
a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (6) of section 66(25) of the
1983 Act; and

(b) every person attending at the counting of the votes (other than any constable on duty at
the counting) has been given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (2) and
(6) of that section.

Return of postal ballot papers
31.—(1) Where—

(a) apostal vote has been returned in respect of a person who is entered on the postal voters
list, or

(b) a proxy postal vote has been returned in respect of a proxy who is entered on the proxy
postal voters list,

the returning officer must mark the list in the manner prescribed by regulations made under the 1983
Act(26).

(2) Rule 47(4) does not apply for the purpose of determining whether, for the purposes of this
rule, a postal vote or a proxy postal vote is returned.

Admission to polling station

32.—(1) The presiding officer must exclude all persons from the polling station except—
(a) voters;
(b) persons under the age of 18 who accompany voters to the polling station;
(c) the candidates and their election agents;
(d) the polling agents appointed to attend at the polling station;
(e) the clerks appointed to attend at the polling station;

(f) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(27);

(g) the constables on duty; and

(h) the companions of voters with disabilities.

(25) Subsections (1), (2) and (3) of section 66 of the 1983 Act were amended by paragraphs 69, 82, 86(b) and 96 of Schedule 1 to
the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22); subsection (6) was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50).

(26) See regulation 84A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended
by S.I. 2006/2910.

(27) Sections 6A to 6F of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by section 29 of the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(2) The presiding officer must regulate the total number of voters and persons under the age of
18 who accompany them to be admitted to the polling station at the same time.

(3) Not more than one polling agent shall be admitted at the same time to a polling station on
behalf of the same candidate.

(4) A constable or person employed by a returning officer must not be admitted to vote in person
elsewhere than at his own polling station allotted to him under these Rules, except on production
and surrender of a certificate as to his employment which must be in the appropriate form in the
Appendix, or a form to the like effect, and signed by an officer of police of or above the rank of
inspector or by the returning officer, as the case may be.

(5) Any certificate surrendered under this rule must forthwith be cancelled.

Keeping of order in station

33.—(1) It is the presiding officer’s duty to keep order at his polling station.

(2) If a person misconducts himself in a polling station, or fails to obey the presiding officer’s
lawful orders, he may immediately, by the presiding officer’s order, be removed from the polling
station—

(a) by a constable in or near that station, or
(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the returning officer to remove him,

and the person so removed shall not, without the presiding officer’s permission, again enter the
polling station during the day.

(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the polling station of an
offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this rule must not be exercised so as to prevent a voter who is
otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

Sealing of ballot boxes

34. Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer must—

(a) show the ballot box, empty, to such persons, if any, as are present in the polling station,
so that they may see that the box is empty;

(b) lock up the box (if it has a lock);
(c) place his seal—
(i) on the lock; or
(i1) where the ballot box has no lock, on the box,
in such a manner as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal;
(d) place the box in his view for the receipt of ballot papers; and

(e) keep the box locked and sealed or, as the case may be, sealed.

Questions to be put to voters
35.—(1) At the time of the application for a ballot paper (but not afterwards), the questions
specified in the second column of the following Table—

(a) may be put by the presiding officer to a person applying for a ballot paper who is mentioned
in the first column, and

(b) must be put if the letter “R” appears after the question and the candidate or his election or
polling agent requires the question to be put:
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0. No. Person applying for ballot

paper

Question

1 A person applying as an elector (a)

(b)

2 A person applying as proxy (a)

(b)

(©

3 A person applying as proxy for (a)
an elector with an anonymous
entry (instead of the questions
at entry 2)

(b)

(©

4 A person applying as proxy
if the question at entry 2(c)
or 3(c) is not answered in the
affirmative

5 A person applying as an elector (a)
in relation to whom there is an (b)
entry in the postal voters list

6 A person applying as proxy (a)
who is named in the proxy (b)
postal voters list

— Are you the person registered in the
register of local government electors for this
election as follows?

read the whole entry from the register [R]
— Have you already voted [here or
elsewhere] at this election otherwise than as
proxy for some other person? [R]

— Are you the person whose name appears
as A.B. in the list of proxies for this election
as entitled to vote as proxy on behalf of
C.D.? [R]

— Have you already voted [here or
elsewhere] at this election as proxy on behalf
of C.D.? [R]

— Are you the spouse, civil partner,

parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild of C.D.? [R]

— Are you the person entitled to vote as
proxy on behalf of the elector whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

— Have you already voted [here or
elsewhere] as proxy on behalf of the elector
whose number on the register of electors is
(read out the number)? [R]

— Are you the spouse, civil partner,

parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child

or grandchild of the person whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

Have you already voted at this election on behalf of
two persons of whom you are not the spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild? [R]

— Did you apply to vote by post?
— Why have you not voted by post?

— Did you apply to vote by post as proxy?
— Why have you not voted by post as
proxy?

(2) In the case of an elector in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, the references in the questions at entries 1(a) and 3(a), (b) and (c) to reading
from the register shall be taken as references to reading from the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act.
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(3) A ballot paper must not be delivered to any person required to answer any of the above
questions unless he has answered each question satisfactorily.

(4) Except as authorised by this rule, no inquiry shall be permitted as to the right of any person
to vote.

Challenge of voter

36. A person must not be prevented from voting by reason only that—

(a) acandidate or his election or polling agent declares that he has reasonable cause to believe
that the person has committed an offence of personation, or

(b) the person is arrested on the grounds that he is suspected of committing or of being about
to commit such an offence.

Voting procedure
37.—(1) A ballot paper must be delivered to a voter who applies for one, and immediately before
delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the elector as stated in the copy of
the register of electors must be called out;

(b) the number of the elector must be marked on the list mentioned in rule 28(3)(d) beside the
number of the ballot paper to be issued to him;

(c) a mark must be placed in the copy of the register of electors against the number of the
elector to note that a ballot paper has been received but without showing the particular
ballot paper which has been received; and

(d) in the case of a person applying for a ballot paper as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against his name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, he must show the presiding officer his
official poll card and only his number shall be called out in pursuance of paragraph (1)(a).

(3) In the case of an elector who is added to the register in pursuance of a notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (1) is modified as follows—

(a) in sub-paragraph (a), for “copy of the register of electors” substitute “copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;

(b) in sub-paragraph (c), for “in the register of electors” substitute “on the copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The voter, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith proceed into one of the compartments
in the polling station and there secretly mark his paper and fold it up so as to conceal his vote, and
must then show to the presiding officer the back of the paper, so as to disclose the number and other
unique identifying mark, and put the ballot paper so folded up into the ballot box in the presiding
officer’s presence.

(5) The voter must vote without undue delay, and must leave the polling station as soon as he
has put his ballot paper into the ballot box.

Votes marked by presiding officer
38.—(1) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter—

(a) who is incapacitated by blindness or other disability from voting in the manner directed
by these Rules, or

(b) who declares orally that he is unable to read,
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must, in the presence of the polling agents, cause the voter’s vote to be marked on a ballot paper in
the manner directed by the voter, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.

(2) The name and number on the register of electors of every voter whose vote is marked in
pursuance of this rule, and the reason why it is so marked, must be entered on a list (in these Rules
called “the list of votes marked by the presiding officer”).

(3) In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with
the voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(4) Inthe case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B) or
(3D) of the 1983 Act(28), paragraph (2) applies as if for “on the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

Voting by persons with disabilities

39.—(1) Ifavoter makes an application to the presiding officer to be allowed, on the ground of—
(a) blindness or other disability, or
(b) inability to read,

to vote with the assistance of another person by whom he is accompanied (in these Rules referred
to as “the companion”), the presiding officer must require the voter to declare, orally or in writing,
whether he is so incapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his inability to read, as to
be unable to vote without assistance.

(2) If the presiding officer—
(a) is satisfied that the voter is so incapacitated, and

(b) is also satisfied by a written declaration made by the companion (in these Rules referred
to as “the declaration made by the companion of a voter with disabilities”) that the
companion—

(1) is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule; and

(i1) has not previously assisted more than one voter with disabilities to vote at the
election,

the presiding officer must grant the application, and then anything which is by these Rules required
to be done to or by that voter in connection with the giving of his vote may be done to, or with the
assistance of, the companion.

(3) For the purposes of these Rules—
(a) aperson is a voter with disabilities if he has made such a declaration as is mentioned in
paragraph (1); and
(b) aperson shall be qualified to assist a voter with disabilities to vote if that person is either—
(i) a person who is entitled to vote as an elector at the election; or

(i) the father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, son or daughter of the voter
and has attained the age of 18 years.

(4) Subject to paragraph (5), the name and number in the register of electors of every voter whose
vote is given in accordance with this rule and the name and address of the companion must be entered
on a list (in these Rules referred to as “the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions”).

(28) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(5) In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with
the voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(6) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (4) applies as if for “in the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(7) The declaration made by the companion of a voter with disabilities—
(a) must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to the like effect,

(b) must be made before the presiding officer at the time when the voter applies to vote with
the assistance of the companion, and

(c) must forthwith be given to the presiding officer who must attest and retain it.

(8) No fee or other payment shall be charged in respect of the declaration.

Tendered ballot papers - circumstances where available

40.—(1) If a person, representing himself to be—
(a) a particular elector named on the register and not named in the absent voters list, or

(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for an elector and not entitled to
vote by post as proxy,

applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in person either as the elector or his proxy,
the applicant shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the poll,
be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 41, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred to as
“a tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(2) Paragraph (4) applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular elector named
on the register,

(b) he is also named in the postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post at the election.
(3) Paragraph (4) also applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular person named
as a proxy in the list of proxies,

(b) he is also named in the proxy postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post as proxy.

(4) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 41, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(5) Paragraph (6) applies if, before the close of the poll but after the last time at which a person
may apply for a replacement postal ballot paper, a person represents himself to be—

(a) aparticular elector named on the register who is also named in the postal voters list, or

(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies and who is also named in the
proxy postal voters list,

and claims that he has lost or has not received his postal ballot paper.

(6) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 41, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.
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Tendered ballot papers-general provisions

41.—(1) A tendered ballot paper must—
(a) be of a colour differing from that of the other ballot papers;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by
him with the name of the voter and his number in the register of electors, and set aside
in a separate packet.

(2) The name of the voter and his number in the register of electors must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as the “tendered votes list”).

(3) In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be endorsed or entered
together with the voter’s name shall be the number of that elector.

(4) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, this rule and rule 40 apply subject to
the following modifications—

(a) inparagraphs (1)(b) and (2) above, the references to the name of the voter shall be ignored;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named on a register or list shall be construed as a
reference to a person whose number appears in the register or list (as the case may be).

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, this rule and rule 40 shall apply as if—

(a) in rule 40(1)(a), (2)(a) and (5)(a), for “named on the register” there were substituted “in
respect of whom a notice under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act has been issued”;

(b) in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”;

(c) in paragraph (2) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”.

Spoilt ballot papers

42. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in such manner that it cannot be
conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering it to the presiding officer and proving to his
satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another ballot paper in the place of the ballot paper
so delivered (in these Rules referred to as “a spoilt ballot paper”), and the spoilt ballot paper must
be immediately cancelled.

Correction of errors on day of poll

43. The presiding officer must keep a list of persons to whom ballot papers are delivered in
consequence of an alteration to the register made by virtue of section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983
Act which takes effect on the day of the poll.

Adjournment of poll in case of riot

44.—(1) Where the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by riot or
open violence, the presiding officer must adjourn the proceedings till the following day and must
forthwith give notice to the returning officer.

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling station—
(a) the hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourned must be the same as for the original
day; and
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references in these Rules to the close of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

Procedure on close of poll

45.—(1) As soon as practicable after the close of the poll, the presiding officer must, in the
presence of the polling agents, make up into separate packets, sealed with his own seal and the seals
of such polling agents as desire to affix their seals—

(@)

(b)
(©
(d)

(e)

®
(g

each ballot box in use at the station, sealed so as to prevent the introduction of additional
ballot papers and unopened, but with the key, if any, attached,

the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together,
the tendered ballot papers,

the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the list of proxies,

the lists prepared under rule 19 including the parts which were completed in accordance
with rule 37(1)(b) (together referred to in these Rules as “the completed corresponding
number lists”),

the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

the tendered votes list, the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the list
of votes marked by the presiding officer, a statement of the number of voters whose votes
are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads “disability” and “unable to read”,
the list maintained under rule 43 (correction of errors on day of poll), and the declarations
made by the companions of voters with disabilities,

and must deliver the packets or cause them to be delivered to the returning officer to be taken charge
of by him; but if the packets are not delivered by the presiding officer personally to the returning
officer, the arrangements for their delivery shall require the returning officer’s approval.

(2) The marked copies of the register of electors and of the list of proxies must be in one packet
but must not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates
as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(3) The packets must be accompanied by a statement (in these Rules referred to as “the ballot
paper account”) made by the presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him,
and accounting for them under the heads—

(@
(b)
(©
(d)

ballot papers issued and not otherwise accounted for,
unused ballot papers,

spoilt ballot papers and

tendered ballot papers.

Attendance at the count

46.—(1) The returning officer must make arrangements for counting the votes in the presence of
the counting agents as soon as practicable after the close of the poll, and must give to the counting
agents notice in writing of the time and place—

(@)
(b)

at which he will begin to count the votes; and

at which he will begin any count of the second preference votes.

(2) No person other than—

(@)
(b)

the returning officer and his clerks,

the candidates and one other person chosen by each of them,
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(c) the election agents,
(d) the counting agents,

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000,

may be present at the counting of the votes, unless permitted by the returning officer to attend.

(3) A person not entitled to attend at the counting of the votes shall not be permitted to do so
by the returning officer unless he—

(a) is satisfied that the efficient counting of the votes will not be impeded; and
(b) has either consulted the election agents or thought it impracticable to do so.

(4) The returning officer must give the counting agents all such reasonable facilities for
overseeing the proceedings, and all such information with respect to them, as he can give them
consistently with the orderly conduct of the proceedings and the discharge of his duties in connection
with them.

(5) In particular, where the votes are counted by sorting the ballot papers according to the
candidate for whom the vote is given and then counting the number of ballot papers for each
candidate, the counting agents shall be entitled to satisfy themselves that the ballot papers are
correctly sorted.

The first count

47.—(1) The returning officer must—

(a) in the presence of the counting agents open each ballot box and count and record the
number of ballot papers in it;

(b) in the presence of the election agents verify each ballot paper account; and

(c) count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record the number
counted.

(2) The returning officer must not count the votes given on any ballot papers until—

(a) in the case of postal ballot papers, they have been mixed with the ballot papers from at
least one ballot box, and

(b) in the case of ballot papers from a ballot box, they have been mixed with the ballot papers
from at least one other ballot box.

(3) The returning officer shall then—

(a) where the election is contested by more than two candidates, count the first preference
votes given on them;

(b) where the election is contested by only two candidates, count the votes given on them.
(4) A postal ballot paper must not be taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) it is returned in the manner set out in paragraph (5) and reaches the returning officer or
any polling station in the electoral area in question before the close of the poll; and

(b) the postal voting statement, duly signed, is also returned in the manner set out in
paragraph (5) and reaches him or such a polling station before that time;

(c) the postal voting statement also states the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case
may be), and
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(d) in a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of an elector or proxy
have been prescribed by regulations made under the 1983 Act(29), the returning officer
(having taken such steps) verifies the date of birth and signature of the elector or proxy
(as the case may be).

(5) The manner in which any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may be returned—
(a) to the returning officer, is by hand or by post;
(b) to a polling station, is by hand.

(6) The returning officer must not count any tendered ballot paper.

(7) The returning officer, while counting and recording the number of ballot papers and counting
the votes, must keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards and take all proper precautions for
preventing any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks printed on the
back of the papers.

(8) The returning officer must verify each ballot paper account by comparing it with the number
of ballot papers recorded by him, and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his possession and the
tendered votes list (opening and resealing the packets containing the unused and spoilt ballot papers
and the tendered votes list) and must draw up a statement as to the result of the verification, which
any election agent may copy.

(9) The returning officer must so far as practicable proceed continuously with counting the votes,
allowing only time for refreshment, except that he may exclude the hours between 7 in the evening
and 9 on the following morning.

(10) During the time so excluded the returning officer must—

(a) place the ballot papers and other documents relating to the election under his own seal and
the seals of such of the counting agents as desire to affix their seals; and

(b) otherwise take proper precautions for the security of the papers and documents.

Rejected ballot papers
48.—(1) Any ballot paper—
(a) which does not bear the official mark, or
(b) on which more than one first preference vote is given, or

(c) on which anything is written or marked by which the voter can be identified except the
printed number and other unique identifying mark on the back, or

(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty as to the first preference vote,
shall, subject to paragraph (2), be void and not counted.
(2) A ballot paper on which the vote is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place, or
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross, or
(c) by more than one mark,
shall not for such reason be deemed to be void if—

(1) at an election at which more than two candidates remain validly nominated, an intention that a
vote shall be given, by way of a first preference vote, for not more than one of the candidates
clearly appears; or

(29) Seeregulations 85 and 85A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/341), which
were inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.
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(ii) at any other election, an intention that a vote shall be for one only of the candidates clearly
appears,

and (in either case) the way the paper is marked does not itself identify the voter and it is not shown
that he can be identified by it.

(3) A ballot paper which is not otherwise void and on which not more than one first preference
vote is marked (whether or not a second preference vote is marked) shall be valid as respects that
vote, and counted accordingly.

(4) The returning officer must endorse the word “rejected” on any ballot paper which under this
rule is not to be counted, and shall add to the endorsement the words “rejection objected to” if any
objection is made to his decision by a counting agent.

(5) The returning officer must draw up a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected,
under the several heads of—

(a) want of official mark;

(b) voting for more than one candidate as to the first preference vote;
(c) writing or mark by which the voter could be identified; and

(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty as to the first preference vote.

(6) In the case of an election where only two candidates remain validly nominated, this rule is
to apply as if—
(a) in paragraph (1)(b), for “first preference vote” there were substituted “vote”;

(b) in paragraphs (1)(d), (5)(b) and (d), the words “as to the first preference vote” were
omitted;

(c) paragraph (3) were omitted.

Decisions on ballot papers

49. The decision of the returning officer on any question arising in respect of a ballot paper shall
be final, but shall be subject to review on an election petition.

Re-count

50.—(1) A candidate or his election agent may, if present when the counting or any re-count of
the votes or, as the case may be, the first preference votes, is completed, require the returning officer
to have the votes re-counted or again re-counted but the returning officer may refuse to do so if in
his opinion the request is unreasonable.

(2) No step shall be taken on the completion of the counting or any re-count of votes, or as the case
may be, the first preference votes, until the candidates and election agents present at its completion
have been given a reasonable opportunity to exercise the right conferred by this rule.

Procedure at conclusion of first count

51.—(1) As soon as practicable after the conclusion of the first count (including any re-count),
the returning officer must draw up a statement showing—

(a) the total number of ballot papers used;
(b) the total number of rejected ballot papers;
(c) at an election contested by more than two candidates—
(1) the number of first preference votes given for each candidate; and

(i1) the total number of first preference votes given; and
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(d) at an election contested by only two candidates, the number of votes given for each
candidate.

(2) As soon as practicable after completion of the statement, the returning officer must—

(a) inform such of the candidates and their election agents as are then present of the contents
of the statements prepared in accordance with rule 48(5) and paragraph (1) of this rule; and

(b) give public notice of the contents of those statements.
(3) Where an election is contested by more than two candidates, the returning officer must—

(a) if paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the 2000 Act applies (candidate with overall majority of
first preference votes), make the declaration required by rule 54(1); or

(b) if paragraph 3 of that Schedule applies, count the second preference votes at the time and
place notified in writing to the counting agents.

(4) Where—
(a) an election is contested by only two candidates; and

(b) the total number of votes for each of them is unequal,

the person to be returned as the elected mayor is the candidate to whom the majority of the votes
is given.

(5) Where—
(a) an election is contested by only two candidates; and

(b) the total number of votes given for each of them is equal,

the returning officer shall decide by lot which of them is to be returned as the elected mayor.

(6) In a case to which paragraph (4) or (5) applies, the declaration of the person to be returned
as the elected mayor shall be made in accordance with rule 54.

PART 5

Further provision: more than two candidates

The count of second preference votes

52.—(1) The returning officer must count the number of second preference votes for each of the
candidates remaining in the contest given by voters who did not give their first preference vote to
any of those candidates.

(2) A ballot paper which is not otherwise void and on which not more than one second preference
vote is marked shall be valid as respects that vote and shall be counted accordingly if, but only if,
a valid first preference vote has also been marked.

(3) Rules 46(2) to (5),47(6), (7), (9) and (10), 48 (except paragraph (3)) and 50 (except the words
“the votes, or as the case may be,” in both paragraphs where they appear) shall apply in relation to
the count of second preference votes as they apply in relation to the count of first preference votes
as if references to first preference votes were references to second preference votes.

(4) The returning officer shall not be required to re-examine any decision taken under rule 49.

The calculation of total votes and resolution of equality

53.—(1) The returning officer must comply with paragraph 3(6) of Schedule 2 to the 2000 Act.

(2) The returning officer must then draw up a statement showing—
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(a) the total number of first preference votes given for each candidate,

(b) the total number of second preference votes given for each of the candidates remaining in
the contest after the count of the first preference votes,

(c) the total number of votes given for each of those candidates, and
(d) the number of ballot papers that were—

(1) valid as respects a first preference vote given for a candidate who did not remain in
the contest after the count of the first preference votes; and

(i1) rejected for the purposes of the count of second preference votes on the ground that
they were unmarked or void for uncertainty as to the second preference vote.

(3) As soon as practicable after completion of the statement, the returning officer must provide
such of the election agents for those candidates who remain in the contest as are then present with a
copy of the statement, and shall give them a reasonable opportunity to satisfy themselves as to the
accuracy of the calculation.

(4) If, after the second preference votes have been counted, the total number of votes given for two
or more candidates remaining in the contest is equal, the person to be returned as the elected mayor
is the person whom the returning officer decides, in accordance with paragraph 3(8) of Schedule 2
to the 2000 Act, is to be returned as the elected mayor.

PART 6

Final proceedings in contested and uncontested elections

Declaration of result

54.—(1) The returning officer must declare the elected mayor to be the candidate who, in
accordance with section 42(2) of the 2000 Act or, as the case may be, Schedule 2 to that Act, is to
be returned as the elected mayor at that election.

(2) The returning officer must give public notice of—
(a) the name of the successful candidate,
(b) the total number of first preference votes given for each candidate,

(c) the number of rejected ballot papers at the election under each head shown in the statement
of rejected ballot papers (rule 48(5)), and

(d) if second preference votes were counted—

(i) the total number of second preference votes given for each of the candidates
remaining in the contest after the count of the first preference votes, and

(i1) the number of ballot papers rejected for the purposes of the count of second
preference votes on the ground that they were unmarked or void for uncertainty as
to the second preference vote.

(3) In an uncontested election, the returning officer must as soon as practicable after the latest
time for the delivery of notices of withdrawals of candidature—

(a) declare to be elected the person remaining validly nominated;
(b) give public notice of the name of the person declared to be elected.

(4) The returning officer must inform the proper officer of the local authority concerned of the
result of the election.
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Return or forfeiture of candidate’s deposit

55.—(1) Unless forfeited in accordance with paragraph (5), the deposit made under rule 10 of
these Rules shall be returned to the person making it or his personal representative.

(2) Subject to paragraph (4), the deposit shall be returned not later than the next day after that
on which the result of the election is declared.

(3) For the purposes of paragraph (2)—

(a) aday shall be disregarded if it would be disregarded under rule 4 in computing any period
of time for the purpose of the timetable for a mayoral election; and

(b) the deposit shall be treated as being returned on a day if a cheque for the amount of the
deposit is posted on that day.

(4) Ifthe candidate is not shown as standing nominated in the statement of persons nominated, or
if proof of his death has been given to the returning officer before the conclusion of the first count,
the deposit shall be returned as soon as practicable after the publication of the statement or after his
death, as the case may be.

(5) Where a poll is taken, if, after the conclusion of the first count, the candidate is found not to
have polled more than one-twentieth of the total number of first preference votes polled by all the
candidates, the deposit shall be forfeited to the local authority of the electoral areas concerned.

PART 7

Disposal of documents

Sealing up of ballot papers

56.—(1) On the completion of the counting at a contested election the returning officer must seal
up in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers, including ballot papers rejected in part.

(2) The returning officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered ballot papers,
(b) the completed corresponding number lists,
(c) certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll, or

(d) marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.

Delivery and retention of documents

57. The returning officer must then forward to the relevant registration officer of the local
authority concerned the following documents—

(a) the packets of ballot papers in his possession,

(b) the ballot paper accounts and the statements of rejected ballot papers and of the result of
the verification of the ballot paper accounts,

(c) the tendered votes lists, the lists of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the lists
of votes marked by the presiding officer and the related statements, the lists maintained
under rule 43 and the declarations made by the companions of voters with disabilities,

(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists,

(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,
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(f) the packets containing marked copies of registers (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal voters list, of the
lists of proxies and of the proxy postal voters list,

endorsing on each packet a description of its contents, the date of the election to which they relate
and the name of the electoral area for which the election was held.

Orders for production of documents

58.—(1) An order—

(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected ballot papers, including ballot papers
rejected in part, in the custody of the relevant registration officer; or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any
counted ballot papers in his custody,

may be made by a county court, if the court is satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required
for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of an election petition.

(2) An order for the opening of a sealed packet of completed corresponding number lists or of
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any counted
ballot papers in the custody of the relevant registration officer may be made by an election court.

(3) An order under this rule may be made subject to such conditions as to—
(a) persons,
(b) time,
(c) place and mode of inspection,
(d) production or opening,
as the court making the order may think expedient.

(4) In making and carrying into effect an order for the opening of a packet of completed
corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for
the inspection of counted ballot papers, care must be taken that the way in which the vote of any
particular elector has been given shall not be disclosed until it has been proved—

(1) that his vote was given; and
(i1) that the vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
(5) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of a county court under this rule.

(6) Any power given under this rule to a county court may be exercised by any judge of the court
otherwise than in open court.

(7) Where an order is made for the production by the relevant registration officer of any document
in his possession relating to any specified election—

(a) the production by him or his agent of the document ordered in such manner as may
be directed by that order shall be conclusive evidence that the document relates to the
specified election; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of ballot papers so produced shall be prima facie evidence
that the ballot papers are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(8) The production from proper custody of—

(a) a ballot paper purporting to have been used at any election, and
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(b) acompleted corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the number
of the ballot paper,

shall be prima facie evidence that the elector whose vote was given by that ballot paper was the
person whose entry in the register of electors or on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act at the time of the election contained the same number as the number written as
mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph.

(9) Save as by this rule provided, no person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected or counted
ballot papers in the possession of the relevant registration officer or open any sealed packets of
completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of
the poll.

Retention of documents

59. The relevant registration officer must retain for one year all documents relating to an election
forwarded to him in pursuance of these Rules by a returning officer, and then, unless otherwise
directed by an order of a county court, the Crown Court, a magistrates’ court or an election court,
must cause them to be destroyed.

PART &
Death of candidate

Countermand or abandonment of poll on death of a candidate

60.—(1) If at a contested election proof'is given to the returning officer’s satisfaction before the
result of the election is declared that one of the persons named or to be named as candidate in the
ballot papers has died, then the returning officer must countermand notice of the poll or, if polling has
begun, direct that the poll be abandoned, and the provisions of subsections (1) and (5) of section 39
of the 1983 Act(30) apply in respect of any vacancy which remains unfilled.

(2) Subject to paragraph (4), where the poll is abandoned by reason of a candidate’s death no
further ballot papers shall be issued, and the presiding officer at any polling station must take the
like steps (so far as not already taken) for the delivery to the returning officer of ballot boxes and
ballot papers and other documents as he is required to take on the close of the poll in due course.

(3) The returning officer must dispose of ballot papers and other documents in his possession
as he is required to do on the completion in due course of the counting of the votes, subject to
paragraphs (4) and (5).

(4) It is not necessary for any ballot paper account to be prepared or verified.

(5) The returning officer must seal up all the ballot papers, whether the votes on them have
been counted or not, and it is not necessary to seal up counted and rejected ballot papers in separate
packets.

(6) The provisions of these Rules as to the inspection, production, retention and destruction of
ballot papers and other documents relating to a poll at an election apply to any such documents
relating to a poll abandoned by reason of a candidate’s death subject to paragraphs (7) and (8).

(7) Ballot papers on which the votes were neither counted nor rejected must be treated as counted
ballot papers.

(8) No order is to be made for—

(30) Subsection (1) of section 39 was amended by the Local Government Act 1985 (c.51), Schedule 17, and the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50), section 19(2).
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(a) the inspection or production of any ballot papers, or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

unless the order is made by a court with reference to a prosecution.
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APPENDIX OF FORMS

Notes: In this Appendix any reference to a numbered rule is a reference to the rule of that number
in the Mayoral Elections Rules.

The forms contained in this Appendix may be adapted so far as circumstances require.

Forms

Form 1: Nomination paper

Form 2: Candidate’s consent to nomination
Form 3: Ballot paper (two candidates)
Form 4:Ballot paper (three or more candidates)
Form 5: Corresponding Number List L1
Form 6: Corresponding Number List L.2
Form 7: Postal Voting Statement

Form 8: Elector’s official poll card

Form 9: Official postal poll card

Form 10: Official proxy poll card

Form 11: Official proxy postal poll card
Form 12: Directions for guidance of voters
Form 13: Certificate of employment

Form 14: Declaration to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities.
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Form 1

Form of Nomination Paper e Vst Oy
{for wse at local authority mayvoral elections) | E— l F———— | trda |

ELECTION OF BMAYOR for the ..ooviiiiiinii i s e s
*gounty/district London borough'county borough of ...,
“delete whichever 15 ngppropriate

L

We, the undersigned, being local government electors for the said [electoral area] do hereby
nominate the persen whose name appears below as a candidate at the Mayoral election.

Cwmaliclnte"s (rther LN I i Iy Description | Home Address
SN Tarenames in used used (il amy) i Fuall
Tull ARPIEIRE Torenanmis 15 B TR
(il any} (il any} than sy wards

Electoral Mum ber

Hignalure Prant Mame Palling Diginet Number

We, the undersigned being local goverrment

electors for the smid |electoml area), do hereby
assent to the foregoing nomination

Signaturs

WO ] O A e G
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MNOTES

1. The attention of candidates and eloctors s drawn 1o the rules for filling up nomination
papers and ather |1n:|1.--u'i|:u1: l\e|a1.ina o nomination papers contained in rubes m Schedule 1
to the Local Anthonties {Mavoral Elections) { England amd Wales) Regulations 2007,

2. Where a candidats = commeonly known by some title they may be described by thear tithe 2
if it were their samame.

3 Where a candidate commenly uses a name which s different from any other name they
have, the commonly used name may also appear on the nommation paper, but if 1t does 5o,
the commionly wsed name {mstead of awy other name) will appear on the ballot paper.

4. Bat the hallot paper will show the other name if the retuming officer thinks

(a) that the use of the commonly wed name may be likely to misbead or confuse
electars, or
(b} that the commanly usedd name 15 obscene or oflfensive,
5 The description, if any, con only he
(a) one cortificd as an authorsed or regstered description as mentioned in rule 7 of
the election rules, or
(b the word “Inclopembent™,
6, In this form “elector™
{a) means a person whoss name B registered m the register of local govemnment
electors for the electoral area in question on the last day for the publication of
notice of clection; and
(b} mehiles o person then shown in the register as below votng age if {bad only 1) 1t
appears from the register that he will be of voting age on the day fixed for the
poll

7. However, a person who has an aneaymous entry in the register of local government

glectors cannol nominate a candidate For electnm.
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Form 1

Form of Candidate’s Consent to Nomination
(for use at local authority mayoral elections)

Fromd al fvrm

Dhnte i @lECHION oo
Tdmame @ Uil e e e e e
O Chamme addlress tn Rl e e

hereby consent o my nomination as a candsdate for election as the elected mayar for the
“county/district London borough/connty borough of ..
*elelete whtichever is inapprapriale

I declars that on the rl:]} of my normination [ am r.|u:||:iﬁ|::d. and that, iof there i a Tn‘p]l on the ﬂa}'
of election, 1 will be qualificd 1o be so clected by virtue of being on that day or those days a
qualitving Commonwealth citizen, a ethizen of the Republic of Ireland or a citizen of another
Member State of the Evropean Community, who has attained the age of 18 vears and that

* {a) Lam registered as a bocal govermment elector for the area of the *eounty'distret London
borough/county harough named above inrespeetof o Dqlifiing address i flll
angd my electoral mumber (see Motz below) B, 00

* (1) | have during the whole of the 12 months wmmdil.g that day or those davs occupicd as
o o lendnl I.'lf “.'IH rIJII.III‘WII'IE IJ.I1I.‘ (11 ) IJ'IJ'I.HT ]'I'\EH'IJKBN II1 “'IH drga [r.l:z:'xr.nlr.lnrm I:I'F:II:rII ﬂl‘tllﬂlrt’ﬂ |'J_'|r
T L -

* {¢) my principal or only place of work during those 12 months has been in that
county/district London borough/county borough at [give adiress of place o work and, where
apprapriare, nome of mplener] .o e -0

* {dy 1 have during the whols of those 12 months resided m that area at
......................................................................................... (e addrass i fidll
'ﬂ;l’u‘k winchover s ingpproprale

I declare that to the best of my knowledge and behiel T am not disqualified for beng elected by
renson of any disqualification set out i secton B0 of the Local Government Azt 1972 or any
degision made under section 79 of the Local Govermment Act 2000 {copies of which are printed
overleaf), amd 1 do ot hold a politically restricted post, within the meaning of Part 1 of the
Local CGovernment and Howsing Act 1989, under a local authority, within the meaning of that
Fart,

Dateofbirth L.
BERAMING e
Dt OF SOMEEIL L.
Higned im my presence

Sigmatung of WILRESS .o

Mame and address of witness ...

WEITE CLEARLY)

HNOTES

1. A person’s electoral number 15 his number in the register to be used at the election
{ingluding the distinetive letter of the parliamentary polling district m which he i=
registerad).

2. A candidate who is gualified by mose than one qualifscation may complete any of those
that may apply.

Back of ferm
Sef out section B0 af the Local Government Aet 1972 and section 79 of the Local
Crovermmient Aok 2008 fas amended from time to fine).
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Ballot paper (two candidates)
Form of Front of Ballot Paper

Election of Mavor

Yote for ONE candidate only

Form 3

BASWRA
Paresh Haswra [space f:\df
1 I The Caltages, Tegmle .
Amytoen XYR 806G ‘“‘:_*G“I“ o
Cream Party
CRANLEY
. [space for
1 Adana Cranley registered
4 The Walk, emblam if
Aryiawn XY9 5] an}']l
Purple Farty

Form of Back of Ballot Paper

Mumber
Other Unique Identifying Mark

Election of maver forthe ...

*eounty/district London buruugh-'i.:uunl}: lJ.-u.n..m.g.h.} .-:-f. [T

. |

“Defete wirichever is inappropriate
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Dvirections as to Printing the Ballot Paper
(for use at local authority mavoral elections)

1. Mothing is io be printed on the ballod paper excepd in accordance with these directions,

2. 5o far as practicable, the following srrangements shall be observed in the printing of the
ballot paper:-

fat no word shall be printed on the face except the heading “Election of Mavoer™. the
direction “Vide for ONE candidate onlv™, the particulars of the candidates and words
forming part of emblems;
fhd mo rule shall be printed on the face exeept the horizental rule separating the direction
mentionesd in paragraph fal above from the particolars of the candelates and the
horzantal rele separating the particulars of the condidates from one another and the
horizantal rale beneath the particulars of the particulars of the secend candidate amd e
vertical rubes separating those particulars from the numbers on the lefi-hand side and
the spaces on the right where the vole is to be marked;
the whole space between the top and bottem of the paper shall be equally divided
between the dircction mentioned in paragraph ol above and each of the candidates by
the horizoental rules mentionad in paragraph (5 above.

(1]

3 The word “ONE” in the direction mentioned in paragraph 2ie! above shall be printed in
upper case.

4. The sumame of each candidate shall in both cases be |1rin|.vu|] '|w wtsalf in |ar|55 u:]'rilah. and
their full particulars shall be set out below it angd shall be printed m ordmary type except
that small zapitals shall be used -

(a) if the sumame i the same as another candidate™s, for their other names: and

{bp if the either names are alse the same as the other condidate’s, enther for their home
address or for his description unkess each of them 15 the same as that of another
candidate with the same sumame and other names.

& Where an emblem is to be printed agasmsi a candidate’s particulass —

{a} 1t shall be printed between the candidate’s particalars and the vertical rule separating
ihe candidate's particulars from the spaces where the vols is to be marked; and

b} its size as printed shall aot exoesd two contnmetnes squane.

6, The number and other unigque klentifying mark shall be printed on the back of the ballot paper.
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Form 4
Ballot paper (three or more candidates)
Form of Front of Ballot Paper
Election of Mayor
VYote ONCE [X] in Column One for your First Choice
Vote ONCE [X] in Column Two for your Second Choice
Column One  Column Two
(First Choice) (S 1 Choice)
BASWRA
Paresh Baswra
1 2 The Cottages. %
Anytown XY 5 9JG LIBE RAL
. DEMOCRATS
Liberal Democrat
CRANLEY wniig,
2 Alana Cranley - &
The Grange. -
Anyiown X7 517 Grean '£
Green Party
EDGBASTON LiZ
Richard Edgbaston Common
3 & The Heath, Good
Anyvtown XY 4 0BH
The Ciood Party
GUNNIL-WALKER
4 Labour ¥
The Labour Party Candidate
SMITH
CATHERINE ANGELINA Smith
s 21 The Grove,
Anytown XY 2 5JP
Independent
SMITH
KEITH JAM Smith
“ 3 The Road,
Anviown XY 3 I Conservatives
The Conservative Party Candidate
Form of Back of Ballot Paper
Number

Other Unique Tder ing hark

Election of mayor for the ... ...
Fleounty/district/London boroug

ounty borough) of .

L .. & [

*Defere whichever is inappropriare
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Dvirections as to Printing the Ballot Paper
(for use at local authority mavoral elections)

1. Mothing is io be printed on the ballod paper excepd in accordance with these directions,

2. 5o far as practicable, the following srrangements shall be observed in the printing of the
ballot paper:-

{a) mo word shall be printed on the face except the heading “Election of Maver™, the
direction *Vaote ONCE [X] in Column One for vour First Choice, “Vote ONCE [X] in
Column Two for your Secomd Choice”, the indications “Columm One (First Choiee)”
angl “Column Twe (Seeond Chiice)”, the particulars of the candidates and words
formimg part of emblems;

no rule shall be privted on the face except the horizontal mle separating the direction
mentioned i paragraph (o above from the particalars of the candsdates and the
hortzontal mles separating the particulars of the camlidates from one another amd e
vertical rules separating those particulars from the numbers on the lefi-hand side and
the spaces on the right where the vole B 1o be markzd and the vertical rule separating
the colummns in which the first and secomd preference voles are to be marked;

the whole space betwoen the top and bottom of the paper shall be egually divided
between the direction mentioned in paragraph o) above and each of the candidates by
the horizontal rulss mentioned in paragraph (5 above,

(b

—

[z

Mothing in paragraph 2 prohibits the face of the ballot paper containing more than one column
of nimmbera, candidates” r.lall:k.'ulanﬁ and apaces where the vate s to be marked. 1 the I\etu.rning_
afficer thinks 11 15 approprate for the balkt paper o be printed with more than oe colemn, in
such a case, each eolumn must be separated by a dowble vertical rule.

3. The word “ONCE™, in both places, in the direction mentioned in paragraph 2ya) above shall
be printed m upper case

4. The sumame of each candidate shall in all cases be printed by itself in large capitals, and
their full particulars shall be sef out below it and shall be printed in ordinary type except
that small capitals shall be used -

{a} if the swmame 15 the same as another condudate’s, for their other names; and

(b) if the other names are also the same as the other candidate™s, cither for their home
address or for his description unless each of them & the same as that of another
camsliclate with the same surname and sther names,

3 Whers an emblem is 1o be printed against a candidate™s particulars —
{a} it shall be printed between the candidate’s particolars and the vertical rule separating
the candidate’s particulars from the spaces where the votz is to be marked; and
{b] its size as printed shall not exceed two centimetres square.

. The number and ofler unique identifying mark shall be printed on the back of the ballot paper.
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Farm 5
Corresponding Number List — L1
it be used at a mayoral election taken alone)

Eleetaral Aren

Diate of Foll e

Sheet Moo

Ballot Faper Number Unigue ldentifying Mark Elector Mumber

fter b comiplerad only in
respect of bailot papers
1sxned fo postal voters)
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Form é
Corresponding Number List = 1.2
{10 be used in polling stations at a mayoral election taken alone)

Electoral Area-
Dm LEPL'II.I. -
Folling Station:

Sheet Mo o

Ballot Paper Mumber Eleetor MNumbser
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Form 7
Form of Postal Voting Statement
(for use af local authonty mayvoral elections)

Postal Voting Statement
*Vaber's name: Ballot paper Na
M Refturming ificer bo fnxerf mame bud omt where ballsd papery sent to an anomvmons eleckor)

[other identifving mark)

You must provide vour [# signature and] date of birth. IT you do not, the postal voting
statement will be invalid and yvour vote will not be counted.

T AM THE PERSON TEE BALLOT PAPER WUMBERED ABOVE WAS SENT TO

(voter's date of birth)

oot || [ ] J[ [ ] ]

[waber's signature)
#Eignature PORTANT - Koep
signature within border

WiRetwrning Officer fo omit where a person has been granfed a waiver)

Electoral fraud is a crime. You must not vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed to
vou or interfere with another voter's ballol paper.

PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

[ssued by the Returning Officer
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER
Complete the ball paper vourselland in private. 17 vown need help contact the Returning
Oificer’s staff as shown below

|comtact details for assistance

include address as appropriste]

1 You must provide your [# signature and] date of birth. If vou do not, the postal voting
statemient will be invalid and your vete will nod be counted.

2. [Vote for ONE candidate enly] [Vote ONCE (X) in Column One for your First Choice
candidate and Vote ONCE (X) in Column Two for your Second Chedce candidate]. Do mod
mark your ballot paper in any other way or your vole(s) may not be counted.

3 Mark a cross [X] in the box on the night hamd side of the ballot paper opposits the nams(s)
of the candadatedsp vou are volimg for.,

[f you need help voling, the person helping you must not tell anvone how you viled,
Put the balled paper m the small envelope marksd & and scal it

ke

Complete the postal voling statement by signing it, and providing voar date of barth,

oo

Then put the emvelope marked A together with the postal voling stalement in the larger
envelope marked B BEetum il straightaway.

8 Afer receiving this postal vote, you cannot vole in person at a polling station ot this
election.

& I you sccidentally spoil your ballet paper, vou can apply te the Retumimg Officer for a
replacement before 5 pm. on [dapdate of pali]. You must retum the spoilt ballot paper,
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the [Hmtal 1.'|:|li|13 slalemmenl, amd the Lmt'l:hll'm marked & and B, Make surs VoL combact
the Returning OfTicer as soon as possible,

P Yous hallot paper and the postal voting statement must be received by the Retuming
Officer by 10 pom_ on [aknedate of pall]. You can deliver your completed postal vate to
any polling station in your electoral area om pellmg day,

Electoral fraud is a crime. You must not vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed 1o
vou of interfere with another voter®s ballot paper.

It is illegal to vote more than once (unless you are appointed as a proxy for another
elector) at the same election.

B Returning Oficer to amil where o Jperion ho Been gramted o waiar)
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OFFICIAL POLL CARD Faorim 8§
i to be sent to an elector voling In person)
Froni of card

OFFICIAL POLL CARD

Council: WNumber on register:
Electoral Area: *Mlame
Polling Dyt | e s e

Polling hours: T aom. to 10 pom.

*ileturnivg Offfcer to omit where poll covd sent to an
anonvrnais elecior, Poll card fo anommons elector
st B deftvered in a seafed emvelope. |

Your polling station will be;

*“This card is Tor information only. You can vote without it, but it will save vou thime if you
take it to the polling station and show it o the clerk there.
SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Back af card

MAYORAL ELECTION

*When you go 1o the polling station. tell the clerk vour name and address, as shown on the front
of the card.

*The clerk will confirm your details on the register.

When you are given vour ballot paper, go to one of the polling booths. Mark a eross (X) in the
Tert o the right hand side of the ballot paper opposite the namels) of the candidatels) you are
viring for.

[Viste for ONE candidate only. J# [Vote ONCE (X) in Colamn One for your First Cholce
candidate and Vote ONCE(X) in Column Two for vour Second Choiee candidate. [ Th
not put any other mark on the ballol paper, or vour votegsh may nol be counted.

Helalete ax appropriote,

If you spoil your ballot paper by mistake, show it to the presiding officer and ask for a
replacaemetit.

Fold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and other unigue identifving
mark on the back of the ballot paper, but do not let anyone see your vote. Pat the ballot paper in
the ballet box and leave the pelling station.

I you will be away on the daie of the poll

+  Woucan apply to voie by post. Your application mzsi be recervesd by the Retummg Officer
hefore 5 pan on [-11 davidere deadline]. If you are given a postal vote, you will nod be
entithed o vole in person af this clection.

+  Wou can apply to vote by proxy (this means someone else can vole on your behalf). Your
application must be recerved before 5 pom, on [-6 dadote deadiine]. 17 you appoint a
proxy, you can still vole in this election yourselt if you do so before your proxy has voted
for you.

Im certain circumstances il may be possible W apply fo vote by prosy afler [0 doy/date
dpdling]

To change any of your voling arrangements please contact [haipling namiber] as soon as
poasible.
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Issued by the Returning Officer

[ here poll card senf to an anomymous elector substifute for the paragraphs marked with
* ahove-

You must have this card with you when you vole, You cannot vole without it.

When you go to the polling station, ask to speak to the presiding officer and show them this
card.

| The presiding officer will confirm your eniry on the register. |
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OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD Forim
(to be sent to an elector veting by post)
Front of eard

OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD

Council: This nodice B to tell vou that vou have asked to vote
by prisat for this election, and yeu will not be able 1o
Elkectoral Area; vode m a pelling station, [f vou want o cancel vour
posial vote please call the helpline number shown
For the election on: [dawiskere] below before 5 pan. on [- 1T dirdate deadiine].
] We will send your postal voting papers
Number on Register: around |day/date].
Addressed
“Mame and Address: Name and Address)
*Temrming Officer to ot where poll Ir your postal voting papers Iul'_e not
card sent fe an anesnmmcus elector. Poll arrived ]I_\' |ﬂrﬂ'_|'-"rdﬂf&'| call: Ihé'fpﬁ'ﬂ&'
card To anodirmons elector misd be n"_p;.r_b(_-r] and ask for help.
detivrred in @ sealed emaiope L

If vow boser o aceidendally spoil vour postal balled paper, please call the helpline number shown
above as soom as possible, Replacement ballol papers can only be issued belore 5 pm, on
|y date & pall].

[ This card is to |1r||'r|'|l|:- you with information aboul vol i.ng I'ry sl

SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Back of card

MAYORAL ELECTION

When veu receive vour postal veting pack, plese read the instructiens with it carefully before
commipleting your parstal ballot paper,

Do not let anyoas see vour vole. I you need help voting, the person halping vou must not tell
anyone how you have voted. You can gef independent help from the Refaming Officer, please
call the helphine number shawn below,

Wou mst sign the postal voting statement (unless vou have been granted a waiver by prior
arrangement with the Retumimg Officer) and provide your date of birth, Thes & a secuniy
measure. [0 will not aflect your vole or mean it can be identified. Withoul vour signature amd
date of birth the statement will not be valid and your vote will nol be counted, The Returming
Officer can cross check your signature against other records that they hokl

IF v bose or accidentally spol vour ballol papes, please call the helplineg number shown below
as aoon as possible. We can only isaue replacement postal ballet papers before 5 pon. on
[efawidare of pall].

Coemplete and retum your postal vole as soon as possible. The Retumning Officer must receive
vour postal vole by 10 pm. on [daydare of podi]. You can deliver your completed voting papers
to any polling station in the electoral area.

If vooz want 1o vole in persan al these elections, vou must cancel your postal vote before 5 pom.,
on [-1 1 daydare deadline].

If vou need any sssistance, plese call our helpline on: [Aelplfine number].

It is an offence to vote using a ballod paper that was not addressed to you,
Iz=ued by the Returning Officer
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OFFICIAL FROXY POLL CARD Form 10
{to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)
Frowt of card

OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD

Counecil: *This poll card is to tell vou that for this election, the
chector named on the back of this card has appointed
Electoral Arca: you as thietr prosy.

Palling Iray: *Proxy’s name
Polling hours: Taom. o W pan. |

Elestor™s polling statien will be:

* Raenwrring (ffeer to anld wiere poll card send & e

prasy of an anceyreons electon, Pall card fo proxy of

arsgymons elechor must be delivered i o sealed

VeI ) ]

*This card is for information only, Youn can vele without it, but it will save time if vou take
it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there.

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION OGN THE BACK CF THIS CARD

Buack of card

MAYORAL ELECTION
*Thas poll card s b tell vou that for this ehectin vou are appoanted as prosy Gor

* Elector’s name)

*(Eloctor's addreas)

*{Elector's number on registery

FWhen vou oo to the pelling station, tell the elerk that vou wish to vate ax prosy on bohalf of
the voler shown above,

The clerk will confirm ihe details on the register,

Whien vou are given the ballot paper, go to one of the polling booths. Mark a cress (X} in the
b om the right hand side of the ballat paper opposite the names) of the candidatels) the ghector
15 vading for.

[Waste for ONE candidate only. J# [Vote ONCE (X} in Column One for vour First Choiee
candidate and Vote ONCE(X) in Column Two for vour Second Choice candidaie. |[# T
not put any other mark on the ballsd paper, or vour votes may not be counted,

Blelate as apprapriate,

If you spedl the ballot paper by mistake, show it o the presiding efficer and ask for a
replacement.

Fold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and other unigue identifving
itnark on the back of the ballot paper, but de aot let anvone see the vote, Put the ballet pajpser in
the halked b and leave the polling station,

I you will be away on the date of the poll, you can apply before 5 pm. on [-F1 daydate
deadiing] to vote by post. If vou are given a postal vote, vou or the elector will mot be entitled to
vere im persan 2l this election.
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The person who appointed vou as proecy may vole at this clection. Ifthey wish to do so they
must vole in person before you vote on their behalf.

It is illegal to do any of the Tollowing:
+  Wote more than once {unless you are appointed as a proxy for anether elector) at the same
chection.

*  Vole as a proxy at the same clection for two or more persons unless you are their spouse,
civil pariner, parenl, gramdparent. brother, sister, child or grandchild.

*  Wodoas a proxy for a persen if vou koow that the person s subject o a kegal incapacity to
vire,

If you need any assistancs, phease call our helpline on: [Sedpiine mamber].
Issuzd by the Returning Officer

[ here poll card sent io the proxy of an anomyene slector subatitute for the teaxt pcoad with
* ahave:-

You must have this card with you when you vote, you cannof vote as proxy without it
Yo are emtitled b vole 2 procey for the elector whose ebectoral number = shown below:
{Elector’s number on register)

T wslee as oy vou must g 1o the polling station shown on the front of this card, Ask o
speak to the presuling officer and show them ihes card. |
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CEFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARLY Form 11
{1 be sent to an appoinied proxy voling by post)
Front af cavd
OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
Council: This poll card is to tell you that for this election, the
clector named on the back of this card has appointed
Eloctoral Arca: v as their proxy and you have decided 1o vote by
posl. You will nad be able (o vote on behalf of the
For the election on- [daydate] dector in a polling station, If you want io cancel this
postal viode and vole in person on polling day, please
ame and Address (Proxy): call the helpline number shown below before § p.m. on

[« £ denwidinte deadline]
We will send the proxy postal voting papers
around |daydare].

If the postal voting pa pers have not arrived
by [daydafe] please call: [felpline number|
and ask for help.

If you lose or secidentally speil the clector’s postal ballot paper, please call the helpline numlser |

shown above as soom os possible. Replacement ballot papers can only be issued before 5 pm. on
[dlayidente af poil].

This card is to provide vou with infermation aboul veling by pest.
SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Back af card
MAYVORAL FLECTION

*This poll card i 1o tell you that for this election you are appointed as proxy for the
ehector numed below and you have decided fo vole by post.

*Elector's address)

When you receive the postal voling pack, please reacd the instructions with it carelully before
compledmg the postal ballol paper.

D3 not ket anyone see vour vole, If vou need help voting. the person hedping vou must not gl
arvomne how you have vioted.

You must sign the postal voting statement (unless vou have been granied a wanver by prior
arrangemeit with the Returning Officer) and provide vour date of birth. This is a security
mmgasime. [Uwill ol affect vour vole er mean f can be identified. Witheut vour signatare and
ddate of birth the statement will mot be valid aml your vole will ot be counted. The Retwming
Officer can cross check vour signature agaimst sdher records they hald,

1f you lose or sccidentally spoil the postal ballot paper, please call the helplme number below as
aoon as posaible. We can only issue replacement postal ballod papers before 5 pon. on [y date

af pail].

Complets and returmn the peatal vote as soom as pessible. The Retoming Officer muost receive the
perstal vole by 10 pom, o [elnyidate of poll]. You can deliver vour completed volmg papers e
any polling statwmn in your elecioral area.

I you want bo vole 1n persen as a proxy at these elections, you must cancel your postal vole
before 5 poan. on -1 davidare deadling).
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It is illegal to do any of the following:
+  Wole more than onee {unless you are appointed as a proxy for anether elector) at the same
election,

*  Wole as & proxy at the same election for two or more persons unless you are their spowse,
civil pariner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

*  Wodoas a proxy for a persen iF vou know that the person is subject 1o a kegal incapacity to
v,

If you need any assistance, please call our helpline on: [Badpling mumbear].
Izsued by the Returning Officer

[ here poll card senr io the proxy of an anomymes alector substinte for the text moriad with
* ahoe:-

This pall card is to tell vou that for this election yon are appointed as proxy for the clector
whose electoral number is shown below and vou have decided 1o vote by post.

YVou are entitled to vobe & procy for the elector whose electoral number s shown below:

53



Document Generated: 2024-01-05
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Form 12
Form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voting
(for use at local authority mavoral elections)

GUIDANCE FOR VIO TERS
1. When you are given vour ballof paper go 1o one of the polling booths.

2 Mark o cress (33 0 the box on the mght hand side of the ballst paper opposite
the name(s) of the candidate(s) you are voting for.

i *[Vote for ONE candidate only.] [Vote ONCE (X) in column one for your first
choice and Vole ONCE (X) in column two for your second choice.] Pt no other
mark an the ballot paper, or your vote{s) may not be counted.

4, Fold the ballot paper in two, Show the presiding officer the number and other
umigue dentifyimg mark on the back of the ballol paper. but do not let anvone
see your vole,

5. Put the ballot paper in the ballot box and leave the polling station

B It wou spoil vour ballat paper by mistake, show it to the presiding officer and
ask for a replacement.

“delrte o8 eppropriTe
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Farm 15

Form of Certificate of Emplovment
(for use at local authority mayoral elections)

MAYORAL ELECTION

*County/ Dhstrict London Borough/County borough] of ...

e e oWhHi 18 nUMbered.
..................... in the register for electors tor the electoral arca named above cannot
reasenably be expeded 1o go in person 1o the polling station allotted o him or her at the
clection [dare of pall] by reason of the particular circumstances of his or her
employvment on that date for a purpese connected with the election —

* fab as 2 constable

* bl by me

Signature e e e e e

* Retuming Cfficer Police Oflicer {Inspestor or above)

Diaie

* Delete whichever i= inappropriate

Motz The person named above iz entitled to vole at anv polling station of the above
elestoral area on production amd sumrender of this certificate 1o the presiding officer.
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Form 14
Form of declaration to be made by the companion
of a voter with disabilities
(for use at local authority mavoral elections)
L e e e e e e e e s en e (name  of companion),
T (adelress of companion)
having been reguested Lo assisl .o {mame of elector)

{in the care of a vafer with disabiiities voting ax prooy, adding woling as proxy for
........................................................ (name of elector)) whose number on the register
| to record their vole at the clection now being held in this electoral area’,
hereby declare that

o | am embitled towvole as an eloctor at the said electon

o Damthe * o of the said voter and have attained the age of 18 years. and
* | have nod proviously assisted any voler with disabilitics [excepl.. ..o
(name of other elector), of ... address of other elector)]
o wobe st the said clection.
“Sate the retationship of the comp tar the voder

Signed .. - ACompanion)

DRIE et e e
L the wndersigned, being the presiding offieer for o (polling atation) for
EBE e e clectoral arcaof ... - Iserchy contify that

the above declaration, having been first read (o the above-named companion, was signed by the

COMPANKAL T MY Presence.

S'igrm;l.............. e e e e [Prﬁiqlingﬂ::l]'ﬁw[:l
L

Tme e (AT

MWOTE

1. If the porson making the above declaration konowingly and wilfully makes thersn a
statement false in a material particular, he will be guilty of an offence.

2 A viter with disabilities is a voter who has made o declaration under the mayoral

clections miles that I is so incapacitated by his blimdness or other disability, or by his
mnabality o read, as 1o be unable o vile without assidance.
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SCHEDULE 2

Regulation 3(2)&(4)

Modifications of Acts and Statutory Instrument

Table 1
The Representation of the People Act 1983
(1) )
Provision Modification

Section 31 (polling districts and stations at local
government elections)(31)

Section 35 (returning officers: local elections in
England and Wales)(32)

Section 36 (local elections in England and
Wales)(33)

In subsection (1)—

(a) after “county councillors” insert “or
elected mayors of county councils,” and
(b) after “district councillors”, insert “or

elected mayors of London borough or
district councils”.

In subsection (1A), after “county borough
councillors”, insert “or elected mayors of
county or county borough councils,”.

In subsection (1)—

(a) after “councillors of the county”, insert
“and elected mayors of the county
council”; and

(b) after “councillors of the district”, insert

“and elected mayors of the district
council”.

In subsection (1A), in paragraph (a), after
“councillors of the county or county borough”,
insert “and elected mayors of the county or
county borough council”.

In subsection (3), after “London borough
councillors”, insert “or the election of an elected
mayor of a London borough council”.

In subsection (3) in paragraph (a), after “such a
councillor,” insert “or the election of an elected
mayor of a district council”.

In subsection (3AB), in paragraph (a), after
“such a councillor”, insert “or the election of
an elected mayor of a Welsh county or county
borough council”.

(31) Subsection (1) of section 31 was amended by the Local Government Act 1985 (c.51), Schedule 17, and the Local Government
(Wales) Act (c.19), Schedule 16. Subsection (1A) was inserted by the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994, Schedule 16.

(32) Subsection (1) was amended, and subsection (1A) inserted, by the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994, Schedule 16.

(33) Section 36(4) was amended by the Local Government Act 1985, Schedule 17, and the Local Government (Wales) Act
1994, Schedule 16. Subsections (3AB) and (3AC) were inserted by the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994 and the Local

Government and Rating Act 1997 (c.29), respectively.
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Section 39 (local elections void etc. in England
and Wales(34)

Section 40 (timing as to local elections in
England and Wales)(35)

Section 46 (further provision as to local election
voting)(36)

In subsection (3AC), in paragraph (a), after
“such a councillor”, insert “or the election of
an elected mayor of the council of a county
in England in which there are no district
councils”.

In subsection (4), after “a London borough)”
insert “or the election of an elected mayor of
the council of such an area,”

In subsection (6), after “Wales”, insert “or at an
election of an elected mayor of the council of
any such area,”.

In subsection (2), after “other reason”, insert “a
b b
mayoral election or”.

In subsection (5), in paragraph (a), after
“section 36 above”, insert “or, in the case of a
mayoral election, regulations under section 44
of that Act,”.

In subsection (6), in paragraph (a)—

(a) in sub-paragraph (i), after “section 36)”,
insert “or under Part 2 of the 2000 Act
(and the regulations under section 44)”;
and

(b) omit “, or, as the case may be, the district

council, or Welsh county or county
borough council,”.

In subsection (1), after “the 1999 Act”, insert
“or regulations under section 44 of the 2000
Act”.

In subsection (2), after “the 1999 Act” insert
“and (in the case of a mayoral election)
regulations under section 44 of the 2000 Act”.

In subsection (3)—

(a) after “section 36 above”, insert “or
regulations under section 44 of the 2000
Act”; and

(b) after “such rules” (in both places) and

“those rules”, insert “or regulations (as
the case may be)”.

Omit subsection (1).

(34) Subsection (1) was amended by the Local Government Act 1985, section 19(2) and Schedule 17. Subsection (2) was amended
by the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3. Subsection (6) was amended by the Local Government (Wales) Act
1994, Schedule 16 and the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3.

(35) Subsection (1) was amended by the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c.50), sections 16(2) and 19(1) and the Greater
London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3. Subsection (2) was amended by the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3.

(36) Subsection (1) was amended by the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3.
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Section 47 (loan of equipment for local In subsection (2)—

elections)(37) (a) omit paragraph (b); and
(b) for “those Acts”, substitute “that Act or
Part II of the 2000 Act”.
Section 48 (validity of local elections and legal In subsection (1), after “section 42 above”,
costs) insert “or regulations under section 44 of the
2000 Act”.
Section 50 (effect of misdescription) In paragraph (¢)—

(a) after “this Part of this Act”, insert “(as
applied for the purposes of mayoral
elections), and regulations under
section 44 of the 2000 Act”; and

(b) omit “and the parliamentary elections
rules,”.

Section 52 (discharge of registration duties)(38) In subsections (1) and (4), after “this Act”,
insert “(including any such functions in relation
to mayoral elections)”.

Section 54 (payment of expenses of In subsection (1) after “this Act”, at the

registration)(39) first place where these words appear, insert
“(including any such functions in relation to
mayoral elections)”.

Section 61 (other voting offences)(40) In subsection (2), in paragraph (a)—
(a) in sub-paragraph (ii), after “councillors”
insert “or a mayoral election”; and
(b) in sub-paragraph (iii), after “ordinary
election”, insert “or mayoral election”.

In subsection (3) in paragraph (a) (ii) after
“councillors”, insert “or at a mayoral election”.

In subsection (6A)(41), for “rule 40 (1ZC) or
(1ZE) of the parliamentary elections rules”,
substitute “rule 40 (4) or (6) of the Mayoral
Elections Rules”.

Section 67 (appointment of election agent)(42) In subsection (2)—

(a) after “this Act”, where it first appears,
insert “or, in the case of a mayoral
election, such of the provisions of this
Act as are applied by regulations under
section 44 of the 2000 Act,”; and

(b) after “this Act”, in the second place,
insert “or, in the case of a mayoral

(37) Subsection (1) was amended by S.I. 1991/1728, regulation 4.

(38) Subsections (1) to (3) were amended, and subsection (4) substituted, by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedule 4,
paragraph 12. Subsection (4) was amended by the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994, Schedule 16.

(39) Subsections (1) and (3) were amended by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedule 4, paragraph 14.

(40) Amended by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedules 2 and 5 and by the Greater London Authority Act 1999
(c.29), Schedule 3, paragraphs 1 and 10.

(41) Subsection (6A) and rule 40 (1ZC) and (1ZE) were inserted by the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22), section 38.

(42) Subsection (4) was amended by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedule 4, paragraph 20. There are other
amendments not relevant to these Regulations.
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Section 76 (limitation of election expenses)(43)

Section 85 (penalty for “sitting or
voting” where no return and declarations
transmitted)(44)

Section 85A (disqualification where no return
and declarations transmitted after election of
Mayor of London)(45)

Section 87A (duty of appropriate officer to
forward returns and declarations to Electoral
Commission).

Section 94 (imitation of poll cards)(46)

Section 96 (schools and rooms for local election
meetings)(47)

Section 97 election

meetings)(48)

(disturbances  at
Section 99 (officials not to act for candidates)

Section 118A (meaning of candidate)(49)

Section  199B
documents)(50)

(translation ~ of  certain

election, any applicable provision of this
Act,”.

For subsection (2), substitute—

“(2) That maximum amount is £2,362
together with an additional 5.9p for every entry
in the register of electors to be used at the
election.”

Omit subsection (2).

In subsection (1)—

(a) for “an election of the Mayor of London”
substitute “a mayoral election”; and

(b) for “Mayor of London”, in the second
place, substitute “elected mayor”.

In subsection (1) after paragraph (b) insert “or,
(c) a mayoral election”.

In subsection (2)—

(a) after “section 36” insert “above, or
regulations made under section 44 of the
2000 Act”; and

(b) after “the rules”, insert “or, as the case

may be, the regulations”.

In subsection (1), after “section 36”, insert
“above, or regulations made under section 44
of the 2000 Act”.

In subsection (2), in paragraph (b), after
“section 36”, insert “above, or regulations
made under section 44 of the 2000 Act”.

In subsection (1), in paragraph (b), after
“section 36”, insert “above, or regulations
made under section 44 of the 2000 Act”.

In subsection (3), after “local government Act”,
insert “or at an election for a mayor under the
2000 Act”.

In subsection (6), insert after paragraph (b)—

(43) Amended by the Political Parties and Representation of the People Act 2000, section 132.

(44) Subsection (1) was amended, and subsection (3) substituted, by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedule 4.
Subsection (2A) was inserted by the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3, paragraph 25.

(45) Inserted by the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3, paragraph 25.

(46) Amended by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedule 4.

(47) Subsection (1) was amended by the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3, paragraphs 1 and 29. Subsection (2) was
amended by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedule 4. Subsection (4) was amended by the Police and Criminal

Evidence Act 1984 (¢.60), Schedule 7.

(48) Subsection (2) was amended by the Representation of the People Act 1985, Schedule 4.
(49) Section 118A was inserted by the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000, section 135(2).
(50) Section 199B was inserted by the Electoral Administration Act 2006, section 36.
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“(ba) in the case of an election for
a mayor under the 2000 Act where
there are more than two candidates,
must have printed the words “ Vote
ONCE [X]in Column One for your
First Choice, Vote ONCE in Column
Two for your Second Choice” both
at the top and immediately below the
list of candidates;”.

Section 203 (local government provisions as to In subsection (1)—
England and Wales)(51) (a) after the definition of “the 1999 Act”,
insert, ““the 2000 Act” means the Local
Government Act 2000;”
(b) in the definition of “local government
election”, at the end of paragraph (b),
insert “or (c) any mayoral election;” and
(c) after the definition of “London member”,
insert—
““mayoral election” means the
election of an elected mayor under
Part II of the 2000 Act.”.

In subsection (1A), at the end, insert “or a
mayoral election”.

In subsection (2), in paragraph (b), after
“Authority elections”, insert “or mayoral
elections”.

Table 2
The Representation of the People Act 1985(52)

Section 15 (combination of polls at In subsection (1), at the end of paragraph (c),
parliamentary, European Parliamentary and insert—
local elections)

13

or,

(d) a mayoral election and an election
of one or more of the descriptions
specified in paragraphs (a) to (c),”.

Omit subsections (5) and (5A)(53).

Table 3
The Representation of the People Act 2000(54)

Schedule 4 (absent voting in Great Britain) In paragraph 1, in sub-paragraph (1)—
(a) in the definition of “the appropriate
rules”, at the end of paragraph (b), insert
“and (c) in the case of a mayoral election,

(51) Amended by the Greater London Authority Act 1999, Schedule 3, paragraphs 1 and 39.

(52) 1985 ¢.50.
(53) Subsection (5A) was inserted by paragraph 7(1) of Schedule 7 to the Local Government Act 2003 (c.26.)
(54 2000 c¢.2.
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the Mayoral Elections Rules, within

the meaning of the Local Authorities
(Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2007”;

(b) in the definition of “local government
election”, at the end insert “and includes a
mayoral election”; and

(c) after that definition, insert the following
definition—

““mayoral election” means an
election under regulations under
section 44 of the Local Government
Act 2000;”.

In paragraph 2, in sub-paragraph (6A)(55) for
“rule 40(1ZC) or (1ZE) of the parliamentary
elections rules”, substitute “rule 40(4) or (6) of
the Mayoral Elections Rules”.

In paragraph 7, in sub-paragraph (10)(56) for
“rule 40(1ZC) or (1ZE) of the parliamentary
elections rules”, substitute “rule 40(4) or (6) of
the Mayoral Elections Rules”.

Table 4

The Representation of The People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001(57)

Regulation 3 (interpretation)

Regulation 50 (interpretation of Part 4)

Regulation 64 (interpretation of Part 5)

Regulation 65 (combination of polls)

At the end of paragraph (2)(b) insert—

13

, or

(c) the corresponding rule in the
regulations made under section 44
of the 2000 Act in the case of a
mayoral election.”.

At the end of paragraph (4), insert—

“(5) A reference in these Regulations to
a local government election shall, except in
paragraph (2)(b) above, include a mayoral
election under Part 2 of the 2000 Act.”

At the end of the definition of “Schedule 4”
insert “as modified by Schedule 2 to the Local
Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and
Wales) Regulations 2007.”

At the appropriate place, insert—

“candidates” includes a candidate at a mayoral
election under Part 2 of the 2000 Act;”.

After paragraph (b) insert—

(55) Sub-paragraph (6A) of paragraph 2 was inserted by section 38(6)(a) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(56) Sub-paragraph (10) of paragraph 7 was inserted by section 38(6)(b) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(57) S.1.2001/341, amended by S.I. 2001/1700, 2002/1871, 2004/226, 2006/752 and 2006/2910.
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, or
(c) subsection (3), (3AB) or (3AC), as
modified by Schedule 2 to the Local
Authorities (Mayoral Elections)
(England and Wales) Regulations
2007,”.
Table S

The Electoral Administration Act 2006

Section 32 (photographs on ballot papers: In subsection (10)—
piloting) (a) in paragraph (a) in the definition of “local
government election” at the end insert
“and includes a mayoral election under
regulations made under section 44 of the
Local Government Act 2000”;
(b) for paragraph (b) substitute—
“(b) a reference to the area
of a local authority means

a county, county borough,
London borough or district.”.

Section 44 (access to other election documents: In paragraph (12), at the end insert “subject to
supplementary) modifications made by regulations made under
section 44 of the 2000 Act.”.

Section 69 (encouraging electoral participation) In paragraph (9) at the end, insert—

“(g) mayoral elections under
regulations made under section 44 of
the 2000 Act.”.

SCHEDULE 3 Regulation 4

Mayoral Election (Combination of Polls) Rules

CONTENTS
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General provisions
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PART 2

Provisions as to time

Timetable
Computation of time

PART 3

Stages common to contested and uncontested elections

Notice of election

Nomination of candidates

Nomination papers: name of registered political party
Subscription of nomination paper

Consent to nomination

Deposits

Decisions as to validity of nomination papers
Publication of statement of persons nominated
Inspection of nomination papers and consent to nomination
Correction of minor errors

Withdrawal of candidature
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44.  Adjournment of poll in case of riot
45. Procedure on close of poll

46. Attendance at the count

47. The first count

48. Rejected ballot papers

49. Decisions on ballot papers

50. Re-count

51.  Procedure at conclusion of first count

PART 5
Further provision: more than two candidates

52.  The count of second preference votes
53.  The calculation of total votes and resolution of equality

PART 6

Final proceedings in contested and uncontested elections

54. Declaration of result
55.  Return or forfeiture of candidate’s deposit

PART 7

Disposal of documents

56. Sealing up of ballot papers
57. Delivery and retention of documents

58.  Orders for production of documents
59. Retention of documents

PART 8
Death of candidate

60. Countermand or abandonment of poll on death of a candidate

APPENDIX OF —
FORMS

Forms

Signature

Explanatory Note

PART 1
General provisions
Citation

1. These Rules may be cited as the Mayoral Elections (Combination of Polls) Rules.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Rules, unless the context indicates otherwise—

“the Appendix” means the Appendix to these Rules;
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“Assembly constituency” shall have the meaning as in section 2(4) and (5) of the Greater
London Authority Act 1999(58);

“candidate” means a candidate to be an elected mayor;

“the Combination of Polls Regulations” means the Representation of the People (Combination
of Polls)(England and Wales) Regulations 2004(59);

“counting observer” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the Referendums
Regulations;

“counting officer” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the Referendums
Regulations;

“local counting area” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the European
Parliamentary Elections Regulations 2004(60);

“petition organiser” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 3 of the Local Authorities
(Referendums)(Petitions and Directions)(England) Regulations 2000(61);

“polling observer” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the Referendums
Regulations;

“returning officer”, in relation to an election means—

(a) the proper officer of the London borough concerned or, as the case may be, the person
appointed as the returning officer for the election in accordance with subsection (1) or
(1A) of section 35 (returning officers: local elections in England and Wales)(62) of the
1983 Act; and

(b) any person appointed under subsection (4) of that section by a person of a description
mentioned in paragraph (a);

“voting area” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2 of the Referendums Regulations.
(2) In the case of a referendum, a reference to—
(a) a“candidate” shall be construed as a reference to a petition organiser;

(b) an “election agent” or a “counting agent” shall be construed as a reference to a counting
observer;

(c) a“polling agent” shall be construed as a reference to a polling observer; and
(d) a “returning officer” shall be construed as a reference to a counting officer.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), other expressions used both in these Rules and in the 1983 Act (as it
applies to local government elections) have the same meaning in these Rules as they have in that Act.

(4) Where such expressions are used in relation to a mayoral election, they have the meaning as
defined in regulation 2 or modified by regulation 3.

(58) 1999 c.29.

(59) S.1. 2004/294, amended by S.1. 2006/3278.

(60) S.12004/293.

(61) S.I.2000/2852.

(62) Section 35(1) was amended; and section 35(1A) inserted, by the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994 (c.19), Schedule 16,
paragraph 68(7). Subsections (1), (1A) and (3) of section 35 are modified, for the purposes of mayoral elections, by
regulation 3(2) of, and Table 1 in Schedule 2 to, these Regulations. For the definition of “proper officer”, relevant to
section 35(3), see section 202(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983, as substituted by the Greater London Authority
Act 1999, Schedule 3, and section 270 of the Local Government Act 1972 (¢.70).
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PART 2

Provisions as to time

Timetable

3. The proceedings at the election shall be conducted in accordance with the following Timetable:

Proceedings Time
Publication of notice of election Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day
of election.
Delivery of nomination papers Not later than noon on the nineteenth day before

the day of election, except that where the poll at
the mayoral election is combined with the poll at
a European Parliamentary election, nomination
papers may be delivered until 4 in the afternoon.

Publication of statement as to persons nominated Not later than noon on the seventeenth day
before the day of election.

Delivery of notices of withdrawal of candidature Not later than noon on the sixteenth day before
the day of election.

Notice of poll Not later than the sixth day before the day of
election.
Polling Between the hours of 7 in the morning and 10 at

night on the day of election.

Computation of time

4.—(1) In computing any period of time for the purposes of the Timetable—
(a) a Saturday or Sunday,
(b) Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Good Friday or a bank holiday, or
(c) aday appointed for public thanksgiving or mourning,

shall be disregarded, and any such day shall not be treated as a day for the purpose of any proceedings
up to the completion of the poll nor shall the returning officer be obliged to proceed with the counting
of votes on such a day.

(2) In this rule, “bank holiday” means a day which is a bank holiday under the Banking and
Financial Dealings Act 1971(63) in England and Wales.

PART 3

Stages common to contested and uncontested elections

Notice of election

5.—(1) The returning officer shall publish notice of the election stating—

(a) the place and times at which nomination papers are to be delivered, and

(63) 1971 ¢.80.
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(b) the date of the poll in the event of a contest,

and the notice must state that forms of nomination papers may be obtained at that place and those
times.

(2) The notice of election must also state the arrangements which apply for the payment of the
deposit required by rule 10 to be made by means of the electronic transfer of funds.

(3) The notice of election must state the date by which—
(a) applications to vote by post or by proxy, and
(b) other applications and notices about postal or proxy voting,

must reach the returning officer in order that they may be effective for the election.

Nomination of candidates

6.—(1) Each candidate must be nominated by a separate nomination paper.

(2) A nomination paper must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to the like
effect and shall be delivered at the place fixed for the purpose by the returning officer, which shall
be at the offices of the council of the county, county borough, district or London borough in which
the electoral area wholly or mainly lies.

(3) A nomination paper must state the candidate’s—
(a) full names,
(b) home address, in full, and
(c) if desired, description,

and the surname must be placed first in the list of names.

(4) If a candidate commonly uses—
(a) asurname which is different from any other surname he has, or
(b) a forename which is different from any other forename he has,

the nomination paper may state the commonly used surname or forename in addition to the other
name.

(5) The description, if any, which may not comprise more than six words, must consist of either—
(a) that authorised as mentioned in paragraph rule 7(1) or (3); or
(b) the word “Independent”.

Nomination papers: name of registered political party

7—(1) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with a registered political party unless the party is a qualifying
party in relation to the electoral area and the description is authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of the party, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Timetable in rule 3.

(2) In paragraph (1) an authorised description may be either—

(a) the name of the party registered under section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and
Referendums Act 2000(64), or

(64) Section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was amended by S.I. 2004/366 and by section 48
of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(b) a description of the party registered under section 28 A(65) of that Act.

(3) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with two or more registered political parties unless the parties are
each qualifying parties in relation to the electoral area and the description is a registered description
authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of each of the parties, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Timetable in rule 3.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (3), a description is a registered description if it is a description
registered for use by the parties under section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums
Act 2000(66).

(5) A person shall be guilty of a corrupt practice if he fraudulently purports to be authorised to
issue a certificate under paragraph (1) or (3) on behalf of a registered political party’s nominating
officer.

(6) For the purposes of the application of this rule in relation to an election—

(a) “registered political party” means a party which was registered under Part 2 of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 on the day (“the relevant day”) which is two
days before the last day for the delivery of nomination papers at that election;

(b) aregistered political party is a qualifying party in relation to an electoral area if the electoral
area is in England or Wales and the party was on the relevant day registered in respect of
that part of Great Britain in the Great Britain register maintained under that Part of that Act.

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (6)(a), any day falling within rule 4(1) must be disregarded.

Subscription of nomination paper
8.—(1) The nomination paper must be subscribed by two electors as proposer and seconder, and
by twenty-eight other electors as assenting to the nomination.

(2) Where a nomination paper has the signatures of more than the required number of persons as
proposing, seconding or assenting to the nomination of a candidate, the signature or signatures (up
to the required number) appearing first on the paper in each category must be taken into account to
the exclusion of any others in that category.

(3) The nomination paper must give the electoral number of each person subscribing it.
(4) The returning officer—

(a) must supply any elector with as many forms of nomination paper and forms of consent to
nomination as may be required at the place and during the time for delivery of nomination
papers, and

(b) must at any elector’s request prepare a nomination paper for signature,

but it is not necessary for a nomination or consent to nomination to be on a form supplied by the
returning officer.

(5) In this rule “elector”—

(a) means a person who is registered in the register of local government electors for the
electoral area in question on the last day for the publication of notice of the election; and

(65) Section 28A of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(66) Section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(b) includes a person then shown in the register as below voting age if (but only if) it appears
from the register that he will be of voting age on the day fixed for the poll.

(6) But, in this rule, “elector” does not include a person who has an anonymous entry in the
register.

Consent to nomination

9. A person shall not be validly nominated unless his consent to nomination—

(a) is given in writing, on or within one month before the last day for the delivery of
nomination papers,

(b) is in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to the like effect, and includes a
copy of section 80 of the Local Government Act 1972(a) and section 79 of the Local
Government Act 2000(b),

(c) is attested by one witness, and

(d) is delivered at the place and within the time for the delivery of nomination papers.

Deposits

10.—(1) A person shall not be validly nominated unless the sum of £500 is deposited by him or
on his behalf, with the returning officer at the place and within the time for delivery of nomination
papers.

(2) The deposit may be made either—
(a) by the deposit of any legal tender, or
(b) by means of a banker’s draft, or

(c) with the returning officer’s consent, in any other manner (including by means of a debit
or credit card or the electronic transfer of funds),

but the returning officer may refuse to accept a deposit sought to be made by means of a banker’s
draft if he does not know that the drawer carries on business as a banker in the United Kingdom.

(3) Where the deposit is made on behalf of the candidate, the person making the deposit must at
the time he makes it give his name and address to the returning officer (unless they have previously
been given to him under section 67 (appointment of election agent) of the 1983 Act).

Decisions as to validity of nomination papers

11.—(1) Where a nomination paper and the candidate’s consent to nomination are delivered in
accordance with these Rules, the candidate shall be deemed to stand nominated unless and until—

(a) the returning officer decides that the nomination paper is invalid, or
(b) proofis given to the returning officer’s satisfaction of the candidate’s death, or
(c) the candidate withdraws.

(2) The returning officer is entitled to hold the nomination paper of a person invalid only on one
of the following grounds—

(a) that the particulars of the candidate or of the persons subscribing the paper are not as
required by law; and

(b) that the paper is not subscribed as so required.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), the returning officer must, as soon as practicable after each
nomination paper has been delivered, examine it and decide whether the candidate has been validly
nominated.
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(4) If in the returning officer’s opinion a nomination paper breaks rule 7(1) or (3), he must give
a decision to that effect—

(a) as soon as practicable after the delivery of the nomination paper, and

(b) in any event, before the end of the period of 24 hours starting with the close of the period
for delivery of nomination papers set out in the Timetable in rule 3.

(5) Where the returning officer decides that a nomination paper is invalid, he must endorse and
sign on the paper the fact and the reasons for his decision.

(6) The returning officer must send notice of his decision that a nomination paper is valid or
invalid to each candidate at his home address as given in his nomination paper.

(7) The returning officer’s decision that a nomination paper is valid shall be final and shall not
be questioned in any proceeding whatsoever.

(8) Subject to paragraph (7), nothing in this rule prevents the validity of a nomination being
questioned on an election petition.

Publication of statement of persons nominated

12.—(1) The returning officer must prepare and publish a statement showing the persons who
have been and stand nominated and any other persons who have been nominated, with the reason
why they no longer stand nominated.

(2) The statement must show the names, addresses and descriptions of the persons nominated
as given in their nomination papers.

(3) If a person’s nomination paper gives a commonly used surname or forename in addition to
another name, the statement must show the person’s commonly used surname or forename (as the
case may be) instead of any other name.

(4) Paragraph (3) does not apply if the returning officer thinks—

(a) that the use of the person’s commonly used name may be likely to mislead or confuse
electors, or

(b) that the commonly used name is obscene or offensive.

(5) If paragraph (4) applies, the returning officer must give notice in writing to the candidate of
his reasons for refusing to allow the use of a commonly used name.

(6) The statement must show the persons standing nominated arranged alphabetically in the order
of their surnames, and if there are two or more of them with the same surname, of their other names.

(7) In the case of a person nominated by more than one nomination paper, the returning officer
must take the particulars required by the foregoing provisions of this rule from such one of the papers
as the candidate (or the returning officer in default of the candidate) may select.

Inspection of nomination papers and consent to nomination

13. During ordinary office hours on any day, other than a day specified in rule 4(1), after the
latest time for delivery of nomination papers and before the date of the poll, any person may inspect
and take copies of, or extracts from, nomination papers and consents to nomination.

Correction of minor errors

14.—(1) A returning officer may, if he thinks fit, at any time before the publication under rule
12 of the statement of persons nominated, correct minor errors in a nomination paper.

(2) Errors which may be corrected include—
(a) errors as to a person’s electoral number;
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(b) obvious errors of spelling in relation to the details of a candidate.

(3) Anything done by a returning officer in pursuance of this rule shall not be questioned in any
proceedings other than proceedings on an election petition.

(4) A returning officer must have regard to any guidance issued by the Electoral Commission
for the purposes of this rule.

Withdrawal of candidature

15.—(1) A candidate may withdraw his candidature by notice of withdrawal—
(a) signed by him and attested by one witness; and
(b) delivered to the returning officer at the place for delivery of nomination papers.

(2) Where a candidate is outside the United Kingdom, a notice of withdrawal signed by his
election proposer and accompanied by a written declaration also so signed of the candidate’s absence
from the United Kingdom shall be of the same effect as a notice of withdrawal signed by the
candidate; but where the candidate stands nominated by more than one nomination paper a notice
of withdrawal under this paragraph shall be effective if, and only if—

(a) it and the accompanying declaration are signed by all the proposers except any who is,
and is stated in that declaration to be, outside the United Kingdom; or

(b) it is accompanied, in addition to that declaration, by a written statement signed by the
candidate that the proposer giving the notice is authorised to do so on the candidate’s
behalf during his absence from the United Kingdom

Method of election

16. If, after any withdrawals under rule 15—

(a) more than two candidates remain validly nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordance
with Parts 4 and 5 of these Rules,

(b) only two candidates remain validly nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordance with
Part 4;

(c) only one candidate remains validly nominated, that person shall be declared to be elected
in accordance with Part 6.

PART 4

Contested elections

Poll to be taken by ballot
17. The votes at the poll shall be given by ballot.

The ballot papers
18.—(1) The ballot of every person entitled to a vote at the election shall consist of a ballot paper.

(2) The persons remaining validly nominated for election to the office of mayor, after any
withdrawals, and no others, shall be entitled to have their names inserted in the ballot paper at that
election.

(3) Every ballot must be in the appropriate form, and must be printed in accordance with the
appropriate directions, set out in the Appendix, and—
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(a) must contain the names and other particulars of the candidates as shown in the statement
of persons nominated;

(b) must be capable of being folded up;
(c) must have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back;

(d) must be of a different colour from that of any ballot papers used at any relevant election
or referendum.

(4) If a candidate who is the subject of a party’s authorisation under rule 7(1) so requests, the
ballot paper must contain, against the candidate’s particulars, the party’s registered emblem (or, as
the case may be, one of the party’s registered emblems).

(5) The candidate’s request under paragraph (4) must—
(a) be made in writing to the returning officer, and

(b) be received by him during the period for delivery of nomination papers set out in the
Timetable in rule 3.

(6) The order of the names in the ballot paper must be the same as in the statement of persons
nominated.

The corresponding number list

19.—(1) The returning officer must prepare a list containing the numbers and other unique
identifying marks of all of the ballot papers to be issued by him in pursuance of rule 24 or provided
by him in pursuance of rule 28.

(2) The list must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to like effect.

The official mark

20.—(1) Every ballot paper must contain an appropriate security marking (the official mark).

(2) The official mark must be kept secret, and an interval of not less than five years shall intervene
between the use of the same official mark at an election (of whatever description) for the same
county, county borough, district or London borough, as the case may be.

(3) The returning officer may use a different official mark for different purposes at the same
election.

Prohibition of disclosure of vote

21. No person who has voted at the election shall, in any legal proceeding to question the election,
be required to state for whom he has voted.

Use of schools and public rooms

22.—(1) The returning officer may use, free of charge, for the purpose of taking the poll or
counting the votes—

(a) a room in a school maintained or assisted by a local education authority or a school in
respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by Parliament to the person or
body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is met by any local authority.

(2) The use of a room in an unoccupied hereditament for that purpose or those purposes does not
render a person liable to any payment by way of council tax or non-domestic rate in respect of that
hereditament and any day on which it is so used.
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(3) The returning officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred
by the persons having control over, any such room as is mentioned in paragraph (1) by reason of its
being used for the purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes.

Notice of poll

23.—(1) The returning officer must publish notice of the poll stating—
(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll;

(b) particulars of each candidate remaining validly nominated (the names and other particulars
ofthe candidates, and the order of their names being the same as in the statement of persons
nominated); and

(c) the names of all persons signing a candidate’s nomination paper.

(2) Where a candidate is nominated by more than one nomination paper, the nomination paper
referred to in paragraph (1)(c) must be that from which the names and other particulars of the
candidate shown in the statement of persons nominated are taken.

(3) The returning officer must, not later than the time of the publication of the notice of the poll,
also give public notice of—

(a) the situation of each polling station; and
(b) the description of voters entitled to vote there,

and he must as soon as practicable after giving such a notice give a copy of it to each of the election
agents.

(4) The notice published under paragraph (3) above shall—

(a) state that the poll at the mayoral election is to be taken together with the poll at a relevant
election or referendum;

(b) specify the parliamentary constituency(67), local counting area, Assembly constituency,
voting area or, as the case may be, the relevant local authority and, in the case of an election
to fill a casual vacancy, the electoral area for which the relevant election is held, and

(c) where the polls are to be taken together in part of the electoral area only, specify that part.

Postal ballot papers

24.—(1) The returning officer must, in accordance with regulations made under the 1983 Act(68),
issue to those entitled to vote by post a ballot paper and a postal voting statement in the appropriate
form in the Appendix, or a form to like effect, together with such envelopes for their return as may
be prescribed by such regulations.

(2) The returning officer must also issue to those entitled to vote by post such information as he
thinks appropriate about how to obtain—

(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to or guidance for voters
sent with the ballot paper;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The postal voting statement must include provision for the form to be signed and for stating
the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case may be).

(67) For the meaning of “parliamentary constituency”, see section 1 of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (c.56)
(68) See the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended by S.I. 2002/1871,
2006/752 and S.I. 2006/2910.
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(4) In the case of a ballot paper issued to a person at an address in the United Kingdom, the
returning officer must ensure that the return of the ballot paper and postal voting statement is free
of charge to the voter.

Provision of polling stations

25.—(1) The returning officer must provide a sufficient number of polling stations and, subject
to the following provisions of this rule, must allot the electors to the polling stations in such manner
as he thinks most convenient.

(2) One or more polling stations may be provided in the same room.

(3) The polling station allotted to electors from any parliamentary polling district wholly or
partly within the electoral area must, in the absence of special circumstances, be in the parliamentary
polling place for that district, unless that place is outside the electoral area.

(4) The returning officer must provide each polling station with such number of compartments
as may be necessary in which the voters can mark their votes screened from observation.

Appointment of presiding officers and polling clerks

26.—(1) The returning officer must appoint and pay a presiding officer to attend at each polling
station and such clerks as may be necessary for the purposes of the election, but he must not appoint
any person who has been employed by or on behalf of a candidate in or about the election.

(2) The returning officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at a polling station and the provisions of
these Rules relating to a presiding officer shall apply to a returning officer so presiding with the
necessary modifications as to things to be done by the returning officer to the presiding officer or
by the presiding officer to the returning officer.

(3) A presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him, any act (including the asking
of questions) which he is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a polling station except order
the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from the polling station.

Issue of official poll cards

27.—(1) The returning officer must as soon as practicable after the publication of the notice of
the election send to electors and their proxies an official poll card.

(2) Anelector’s official poll card must be sent or delivered to his qualifying address, and a proxy’s
to his address as shown in the list of proxies.

(3) The official poll card must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to the like
effect, and must set out—

(a) the name of the local authority to which the election relates;

(b) that the election is a mayoral election;

(c) the elector’s name, qualifying address and number on the register;

(d) the date and hours of the poll and the situation of the elector’s polling station; and
(e) such other information as the returning officer thinks appropriate,

and different information may be provided in pursuance of sub-paragraph (e) to different electors
or descriptions of elector.

(4) In the case of an elector with an anonymous entry, instead of containing the matter mentioned
in paragraph (3)(c), the poll card must contain such matter as is specified in the appropriate form
in the Appendix.

(5) Paragraph (5) of rule 8 shall apply for the interpretation of this rule.
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(6) Ifthe returning officer and the returning officer for each relevant election or referendum think
fit, an official poll card issued under this rule may be combined with the official poll card issued at
every relevant election or referendum.

Equipment of polling stations

28.—(1) The returning officer must provide each presiding officer with such number of ballot
boxes and ballot papers as in the returning officer’s opinion may be necessary.

(2) The same ballot box may be used for the poll at the mayoral election and the poll at every
relevant election or referendum, if the returning officer thinks fit.

(3) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot papers can be put in it, but cannot
be withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked or, where the box has no lock, the seal being
broken.

(4) The returning officer must provide each polling station with—
(a) materials to enable voters to mark the ballot papers;

(b) copies of the register of electors for the electoral area or such part of it as contains the
names of the electors allotted to the station;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the election corresponding to the register of
electors or the part of it provided under sub-paragraph (b);

(d) alist consisting of that part of the list prepared under rule 19 which contains the numbers
(but not the other unique identifying marks) corresponding to those on the ballot papers
provided to the presiding officer of the polling station.

(5) The reference in paragraph (4)(b) to the copies of the register of electors includes a reference to
copies of any notices issued by section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act(69) in respect of alterations
to the register.

(6) The returning officer must also provide each polling station with—

(a) at least one large version of each ballot paper which must be printed on the same colour
paper as the corresponding ballot paper and must be displayed inside the polling station
for the assistance of voters who are partially sighted; and

(b) a device of such description as is set out in paragraph (11) below for enabling voters who
are blind or partially sighted to vote without any need for assistance from the presiding
officer or any companion (within the meaning of rule 39(1)).

(7) Where notwithstanding paragraph (2) above separate ballot boxes are to be used, each ballot
box must be clearly marked with—

(a) the election or referendum to which it relates, as shown on the ballot papers for that election
or referendum;

(b) the words “Place the [specify colour of ballot papers in question] ballot papers in here”.

(8) A notice in the appropriate form in the Appendix giving directions for the guidance of voters
in voting, must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside and outside every polling
station.

(9) The returning officer may also provide copies of the notice mentioned in paragraph (8) in
Braille or translated into languages other than English as he considers appropriate, provided that
these notices are accurate reproductions in Braille or that other language of that notice.

(10) In every compartment of every polling station there shall be exhibited the notice—

(69) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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“*PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([specify colour] ballot paper)
vote for ONE candidate only
*EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([specify colour] ballot paper)
vote for ONE party or individual candidate only
*[Specify name of council ....] COUNCIL ELECTION
([specify colour] ballot paper)

*vote for no more than ............ candidates
*vote for ONE candidate only
*ELECTION OF THE MAYOR OF LONDON
([specify colour] ballot paper)

On the ballot paper for the election of the Mayor, vote ONCE
for your first choice and ONCE for your second choice#

*ELECTION OF THE LONDON ASSEMBLY
On the constituency members ballot paper [specify colour] vote for ONE candidate only
On the London members ballot paper [specify colour] vote for ONE party or individual candidate only#
*[Specify other] ELECTION/REFERENDUM
([specity colour] ballot paper)

*[vote for one candidate/answer only]*/[vote ONCE
for your first choice and ONCE for your second choice]

PUT NO OTHER MARK ON THE BALLOT PAPERS, OR YOUR VOTE MAY NOT BE COUNTED”

*Complete or omit as necessary.

#This wording should be used where the Greater London returning officer (being the
person who is for the time being the proper officer of the Greater London Authority for
the purposes of section 35(2C) of the 1983 Act or any person acting on his behalf) has not
supplied wording pursuant to the Greater London Authority Elections (No 2) Rules 2000(70).

(11) The device referred to in paragraph (6)(b) must—

(a) allow a ballot paper to be inserted into and removed from, or attached to and detached
from, the device easily and without damage to the paper;

(b) hold the ballot paper firmly in place during use; and
(c) provide suitable means for the voter to—
(i) identify the spaces on the ballot paper on which he may mark his vote; and

(i) identify the registered party or individual candidate to which each such space refers;
and

(i11) mark his vote on the space he has chosen.

(70) S.1. 2000/427.
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Appointment of polling and counting agents

29.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (3), (4) and (5), before the commencement of the poll each
candidate may appoint—

(a) polling agents to attend at polling stations for the purpose of detecting personation; and
(b) counting agents to attend at the counting of the votes.

(2) The same person may be appointed as a polling agent or counting agent by more than one
candidate.

(3) Not more than four polling agents, or such greater number as the returning officer may by
notice allow, shall be permitted to attend at any particular polling station.

(4) If the number of such agents appointed to attend at a particular polling station exceeds that
number, the returning officer must determine by lot which agents are permitted to attend, and only
the agents on whom the lot falls shall be deemed to have been duly appointed.

(5) The returning officer may limit the number of counting agents, but in doing so must ensure
that—

(a) the number is the same in the case of each candidate; and

(b) the number allowed to a candidate must not (except in special circumstances) be less than
the number obtained by dividing the number of clerks employed on the counting by the
number of candidates.

(6) For the purposes of the calculations required by paragraph (5), a counting agent appointed
for more than one candidate is a separate agent for each of the candidates for whom he has been
appointed.

(7) Notice in writing of the appointment, stating the names and addresses of the persons
appointed, must be given by the candidate to the returning officer and must be so given not later
than the fifth day (disregarding any day referred to rule 4(1)) before the day of the poll.

(8) Notices of the appointment of polling agents and counting agents which are required by
paragraphs (7) and (9) to be given to the returning officer must be given to that returning officer who
discharges the functions specified in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations(71).

(9) Ifan agent dies, or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may appoint another person in
his place, and must forthwith give to the returning officer notice in writing of the name and address
of that other person.

(10) Any appointment for a candidate authorised by this rule may be made and the notice
of appointment given to the returning officer by the candidate’s election agent, instead of by the
candidate.

(11) In the following provisions of these Rules references to polling agents and counting agents
shall be taken as references to agents—

(a) whose appointments have been duly made and notified; and
(b) where the number of agents is restricted, who are within the permitted numbers.

(12) Any notice required to be given to a counting agent by the returning officer may be delivered
at, or sent by post to, the address stated in the notice of appointment.

(13) A candidate may himself do any act or thing which any polling or counting agent of his, if
appointed, would have been authorised to do, or may assist his agent in doing any such act or thing.

(14) A candidate’s election agent may do or assist in doing anything which the candidate’s polling
or counting agent is authorised to do; and anything required or authorised by these Rules to be done

(71) Regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations has been amended by S.1. 2006/3278.
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in the presence of the polling or counting agent may be done in the presence of a candidate’s election
agent instead of his polling agent or counting agent.

(15) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence
of the polling or counting agent, the non-attendance of any agent or agents at the time and place
appointed for the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or
thing done.

Notification of requirement of secrecy

30. The returning officer must make such arrangements as he thinks fit to ensure that—

(a) every person attending at a polling station (otherwise than for the purpose of voting or
assisting a voter with disabilities to vote or as a constable on duty there) has been given
a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (6) of section 66(72) of the
1983 Act; and

(b) every person attending at the counting of the votes (other than any constable on duty at
the counting) has been given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (2) and
(6) of that section.

Return of postal ballot papers
31.—(1) Where—

(a) apostal vote has been returned in respect of a person who is entered on the postal voters
list, or

(b) a proxy postal vote has been returned in respect of a proxy who is entered on the proxy
postal voters list,

the returning officer must mark the list in the manner prescribed by regulations made under the 1983
Act(73).

(2) Rule 47(7) does not apply for the purpose of determining whether, for the purposes of this
rule, a postal vote or a proxy postal vote is returned.

Admission to polling station

32.—(1) The presiding officer must exclude all persons from the polling station except—
(a) voters;
(b) persons under the age of 18 who accompany voters to the polling station;
(c) the candidates and their election agents;
(d) the polling agents appointed to attend at the polling station;
(e) the clerks appointed to attend at the polling station;

(f) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(74);

(g) the constables on duty;

(h) the companions of voters with disabilities; and

(72) Subsections (1), (2) and (3) of section 66 of the 1983 Act were amended by paragraphs 69, 82, 86(b) and 96 of Schedule 1 to
the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22); subsection (6) was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50).

(73) See regulation 84A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended
by S.I. 2006/2910.

(74) Sections 6A to 6F of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by section 29 of the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(i) persons entitled to be admitted to the polling station at a relevant election or referendum
with which the poll at the mayoral election is combined.

(2) The presiding officer must regulate the total number of voters and persons under the age of
18 who accompany them to be admitted to the polling station at the same time.

(3) Not more than one polling agent shall be admitted at the same time to a polling station on
behalf of the same candidate.

(4) A constable or person employed by a returning officer must not be admitted to vote in person
elsewhere than at his own polling station allotted to him under these Rules, except on production
and surrender of a certificate as to his employment which must be in the appropriate form in the
Appendix, or a form to the like effect, and signed by an officer of police of or above the rank of
inspector or by the returning officer, as the case may be.

(5) Any certificate surrendered under this rule must forthwith be cancelled.

Keeping of order in station

33.—(1) It is the presiding officer’s duty to keep order at his polling station.

(2) If a person misconducts himself in a polling station, or fails to obey the presiding officer’s
lawful orders, he may immediately, by the presiding officer’s order, be removed from the polling
station—

(a) by a constable in or near that station, or
(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the returning officer to remove him,

and the person so removed shall not, without the presiding officer’s permission, again enter the
polling station during the day.

(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the polling station of an
offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this rule must not be exercised so as to prevent a voter who is
otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

Sealing of ballot boxes

34. Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer must—

(a) show the ballot box, empty, to such persons, if any, as are present in the polling station,
so that they may see that the box is empty;

(b) lock up the box (if it has a lock);
(c) place his seal—
(1) on the lock; or
(i1) where the ballot box has no lock, on the box,
in such a manner as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal;
(d) place the box in his view for the receipt of ballot papers; and

(e) keep the box locked and sealed or, as the case may be, sealed.

Questions to be put to voters

35.—(1) At the time of the application for a ballot paper (but not afterwards), the questions
specified in the second column of the following Table—

(a) may be put by the presiding officer to a person applying for a ballot paper who is mentioned
in the first column, and
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(b) must be put if the letter “R” appears after the question and the candidate or his election or
polling agent requires the question to be put:

0. No. Person applying for ballot Question
paper
1 A person applying as an elector (a) — Are you the person registered in the
register of local government electors for this
election as follows?

read the whole entry from the register [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this election otherwise than as proxy for
some other person? [R]

2 A person applying as proxy (a) —Are you the person whose name appears
as A.B. in the list of proxies for this election
as entitled to vote as proxy on behalf of
C.D.? [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this election as proxy on behalf of C.D.?
R]

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild of C.D.? [R]

3 A person applying as proxy for (a) —Are you the person entitled to vote as
an elector with an anonymous proxy on behalf of the elector whose number
entry (instead of the questions on the register of electors is (read out the
at entry 2) number)? [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
as proxy on behalf of the elector whose
number on the register of electors is (read
out the number)? [R]

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner,
parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child
or grandchild of the person whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

4 A person applying as proxy Have you already voted at this election on behalf of
if the question at entry 2(c) two persons of whom you are not the spouse, civil
or 3(c) is not answered in the partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or

affirmative grandchild?. [R]
5 A person applying as an elector (a) —Did you apply to vote by post?
in relation to whom there is an (b) —Why have you not voted by post?

entry in the postal voters list

6 A person applying as proxy (a) —Did you apply to vote by post as proxy?
who is named in the proxy (b) —Why have you not voted by post as proxy?
postal voters list

(2) In the case of an elector in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, the references in the questions at entries 1(a) and 3(a), (b) and (c¢) to reading
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from the register shall be taken as references to reading from the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act.

(3) A ballot paper must not be delivered to any person required to answer any of the above
questions unless he has answered each question satisfactorily.

(4) Except as authorised by this rule, no inquiry shall be permitted as to the right of any person
to vote.

Challenge of voter

36. A person must not be prevented from voting by reason only that—

(a) acandidate or his election or polling agent declares that he has reasonable cause to believe
that the person has committed an offence of personation, or

(b) the person is arrested on the grounds that he is suspected of committing or of being about
to commit such an offence.

Voting procedure

37.—(1) A ballot paper must be delivered to a voter who applies for one, and immediately before
delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the elector as stated in the copy of
the register of electors must be called out;

(b) the number of the elector must be marked on the list mentioned in rule 28(4)(d) beside the
number of the ballot paper to be issued to him;

(c) a mark must be placed in the copy of the register of electors against the number of the
elector to note that a ballot paper has been received but without showing the particular
ballot paper which has been received,;

(d) in the case of a person applying for a ballot paper as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against his name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, he must show the presiding officer his
official poll card and only his number shall be called out in pursuance of paragraph (1)(a).

(3) In the case of an elector who is added to the register in pursuance of a notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (1) is modified as follows—

(a) in sub-paragraph (a), for “copy of the register of electors” substitute “copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;

(b) in sub-paragraph (c), for “in the register of electors” substitute “on the copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The voter, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith proceed into one of the compartments
in the polling station and there secretly mark his paper and fold it up so as to conceal his vote, and
must then show to the presiding officer the back of the paper, so as to disclose the number and other
unique identifying mark, and put the ballot paper so folded up into the ballot box in the presiding
officer’s presence.

(5) The voter must vote without undue delay, and must leave the polling station as soon as he
has put his ballot paper into the ballot box.

(6) The same copy of the register of electors which is used under paragraph (1) for the mayoral
election or, where paragraph (3) applies, the same copy of the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3B) in the 1983 Act, may be used for each relevant election or referendum, and—
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(a) one mark may be placed in that copy of the register or on that notice under paragraph (1)
(c) or in the list of proxies under paragraph (1)(d) to denote that a ballot paper has been
issued in respect of each election or referendum; but

(b) where a ballot paper has not been issued in respect of a relevant election or referendum,
a different mark must be placed in the copy of that register or, as the case may be, on that
notice or in that list so as to identify each election or referendum in respect of which a
ballot paper was issued.

Votes marked by presiding officer
38.—(1) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter—

(a) who is incapacitated by blindness or other disability from voting in the manner directed
by these Rules, or

(b) who declares orally that he is unable to read,

must, in the presence of the polling agents, cause the voter’s vote to be marked on a ballot paper in
the manner directed by the voter, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.

(2) The name and number on the register of electors of every voter whose vote is marked in
pursuance of this rule, and the reason why it is so marked, must be entered on a list (in these Rules
called “the list of votes marked by the presiding officer”).

(3) In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with
the voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(4) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B) or
(3D) of the 1983 Act(75), paragraph (2) applies as if for “on the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(5) The same list may be used for the mayoral election and each relevant election or referendum
and, where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the ballot papers were so
marked in respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum
at which the ballot paper was so marked.

Voting by persons with disabilities

39.—(1) Ifavoter makes an application to the presiding officer to be allowed, on the ground of—
(a) blindness or other disability, or
(b) inability to read,

to vote with the assistance of another person by whom he is accompanied (in these Rules referred
to as “the companion”), the presiding officer must require the voter to declare, orally or in writing,
whether he is so incapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his inability to read, as to
be unable to vote without assistance.

(2) If the presiding officer—
(a) is satisfied that the voter is so incapacitated, and

(b) is also satisfied by a written declaration made by the companion (in these Rules referred
to as “the declaration made by the companion of a voter with disabilities”) that the
companion—

(1) is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule; and

(75) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).

83


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/22

Document Generated: 2024-01-05
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

(i1) has not previously assisted more than one voter with disabilities to vote at the
election,

the presiding officer must grant the application, and then anything which is by these Rules required
to be done to or by that voter in connection with the giving of his vote may be done to, or with the
assistance of, the companion.

(3) For the purposes of these Rules—

(a) aperson is a voter with disabilities if he has made such a declaration as is mentioned in
paragraph (1); and

(b) aperson shall be qualified to assist a voter with disabilities to vote if that person is either—
(i) a person who is entitled to vote as an elector at the election; or

(i) the father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, son or daughter of the voter
and has attained the age of 18 years.

(4) Subject to paragraph (5), the name and number in the register of electors of every voter whose
vote is given in accordance with this rule and the name and address of the companion must be entered
on a list (in these Rules referred to as “the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions”).

(5) Inthe case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with
the voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(6) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (4) applies as if for “in the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(7) The same list may be used for the mayoral election and each relevant election or referendum
and, where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the votes were so given in
respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum at which
the vote was so given.

(8) The declaration made by the companion of a voter with disabilities—
(a) must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to the like effect,

(b) must be made before the presiding officer at the time when the voter applies to vote with
the assistance of the companion, and

(c) must forthwith be given to the presiding officer who must attest and retain it.

(9) No fee or other payment shall be charged in respect of the declaration.

Tendered ballot papers - circumstances where available

40.—(1) If a person, representing himself to be—
(a) a particular elector named on the register and not named in the absent voters list, or

(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for an elector and not entitled to
vote by post as proxy,

applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in person either as the elector or his proxy,
the applicant shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the poll,
be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 41, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred to as
“a tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(2) Paragraph (4) applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular elector named
on the register,

(b) he is also named in the postal voters list, and
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(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post at the election.
(3) Paragraph (4) also applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular person named
as a proxy in the list of proxies,

(b) he is also named in the proxy postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post as proxy.

(4) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 41, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(5) Paragraph (6) applies if, before the close of the poll but after the last time at which a person
may apply for a replacement postal ballot paper, a person represents himself to be—

(a) aparticular elector named on the register who is also named in the postal voters list, or

(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies and who is also named in the
proxy postal voters list,

and claims that he has lost or has not received his postal ballot paper.

(6) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 41, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

Tendered ballot papers-general provisions

41.—(1) A tendered ballot paper must—
(a) be of a colour differing from that of the other ballot papers;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by
him with the name of the voter and his number in the register of electors, and set aside
in a separate packet.

(2) The name of the voter and his number in the register of electors must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as the “tendered votes list”).

(3) The same list may be used for the mayoral election and each relevant election or referendum
and, where it so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that tendered ballot papers were
marked in respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum
at which a tendered ballot paper was marked.

(4) In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be endorsed or entered
together with the voter’s name shall be the number of that elector.

(5) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, this rule and rule 40 apply subject to
the following modifications—

(a) inparagraphs (1)(b) and (2) above, the references to the name of the voter shall be ignored;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named on a register or list shall be construed as a
reference to a person whose number appears in the register or list (as the case may be).

(6) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, this rule and rule 40 shall apply as if—

(a) in rule 40(1)(a), (2)(a) and (5)(a), for “named on the register” there were substituted “in
respect of whom a notice under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act has been issued”;

(b) in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”;
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(c) in paragraph (2) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”.

Spoilt ballot papers

42. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in such manner that it cannot be
conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering it to the presiding officer and proving to his
satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another ballot paper in the place of the ballot paper
so delivered (in these Rules referred to as “a spoilt ballot paper”), and the spoilt ballot paper must
be immediately cancelled.

Correction of errors on day of poll

43.—(1) The presiding officer must keep a list of persons to whom ballot papers are delivered in
consequence of an alteration to the register made by virtue of section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983
Act which takes effect on the day of the poll.

(2) The same list may be used for each relevant election or referendum and, where it so used, an
entry in that list shall be taken to mean that ballot papers were issued in respect of each election or
referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum for which a ballot paper was issued.

Adjournment of poll in case of riot

44.—(1) Where the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by riot or
open violence, the presiding officer must adjourn the proceedings till the following day and must
forthwith give notice to the returning officer who discharges the functions specified in regulation 5
of the Combinations of Polls Regulations.

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling station—

(a) the hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourned must be the same as for the original
day; and

(b) references in these Rules to the close of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

Procedure on close of poll

45.—(1) As soon as practicable after the close of the poll, the presiding officer must, in the
presence of the polling agents appointed for the purposes of the mayoral election and those appointed
for the purposes of each relevant election or referendum, make up into separate packets, sealed with
his own seal and the seals of such polling agents as desire to affix their seals—

(a) each ballot box in use at the station, sealed so as to prevent the introduction of additional
ballot papers and unopened, but with the key, if any, attached,

(b) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together,
(c) the tendered ballot papers,

(d) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the list of proxies,

(e) the lists prepared under rule 19 including the parts which were completed in accordance
with rule 37(1)(b) (together referred to in these Rules as “the completed corresponding
number lists™),

() the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

(g) the tendered votes list, the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the list
of votes marked by the presiding officer, a statement of the number of voters whose votes
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are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads “disability” and “unable to read”,
the list maintained under rule 43 (correction of errors on day of poll), and the declarations
made by the companions of voters with disabilities,

and must deliver the packets or cause them to be delivered to the returning officer to be taken charge
of by him; but if the packets are not delivered by the presiding officer personally to the returning
officer, the arrangements for their delivery shall require the returning officer’s approval.

(2) The contents of the packets referred to in sub-paragraphs (b), (c) and (f) of paragraph (1)
above must not be combined with the contents of the packets made under the corresponding rule that
applies at any relevant election or referendum; nor shall the statement prepared under paragraph (5)
below be so combined.

(3) References to the returning officer in paragraph (1) above are references to the returning
officer who discharges the functions specified in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls
Regulations.

(4) The marked copies of the register of electors and of the list of proxies must be in one packet
but must not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates
as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(5) The packets must be accompanied by a statement (in these Rules referred to as “the ballot
paper account”) made by the presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him,
and accounting for them under the heads—

(a) ballot papers issued and not otherwise accounted for,
(b) unused ballot papers,

(c) spoilt ballot papers and

(d) tendered ballot papers.

Attendance at the count

46.—(1) Where the returning officer at the mayoral election discharges the functions specified
in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he must—

(a) make arrangements for—

(i) discharging the functions referred to in rule 47(1) in the presence of the counting
agents appointed for the purposes of the mayoral election and those appointed for
the purpose of each relevant election or referendum as soon as practicable after the
close of the poll, and

(i1) thereafter counting the votes at the mayoral election in the presence of the agents
appointed for the purpose of that election, and

(b) give to the counting agents appointed for the purposes of the mayoral election and those
appointed for the purpose of each relevant election or referendum notice in writing of the
time and place at which he will begin to discharge the functions under rule 47(1).

(2) Where the returning officer at the mayoral election does not discharge the functions specified
in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he shall—

(a) make arrangements for counting the votes in the presence of the counting agents as soon as
practicable after the delivery of the ballot papers to him by the person who does discharge
those functions; and

(b) give to the counting agents notice in writing of the time, if by then he has received the
ballot papers, and of the place at which he will begin to count the votes; and

(3) No person other than—
(a) the returning officer and his clerks,

87



Document Generated: 2024-01-05
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

(b) the candidates and one other person chosen by each of them,
(c) the election agents,
(d) the counting agents, and

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000,

may be present at the counting of the votes under rule 47(2) to (13), unless permitted by the returning
officer to attend.

(4) No person other than a person entitled to be present at the counting of the votes at the
mayoral election under rule 47(2) to (13) or at a relevant election or referendum may be present at
the proceedings under rule 47(1) unless permitted by the returning officer to attend.

(5) A person not entitled to attend at the proceedings under rule 47(1) or the counting of the votes
under rule 47(2) to (13) shall not be permitted to do so by the returning officer unless he—

(a) is satisfied that the efficient separation of the ballot papers or, as the case may be, the
efficient counting of the votes will not be impeded; and

(b) has either consulted the election agents or thought it impracticable to do so.

(6) The returning officer must give the counting agents all such reasonable facilities for
overseeing the proceedings, and all such information with respect to them, as he can give them
consistently with the orderly conduct of the proceedings and the discharge of his duties in connection
with them.

(7) In particular, where the votes are counted by sorting the ballot papers according to the
candidate for whom the vote is given and then counting the number of ballot papers for each
candidate, the counting agents shall be entitled to satisfy themselves that the ballot papers are
correctly sorted.

The first count

47.—(1) Where the returning officer at the mayoral election discharges the functions specified
in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he must—

(a) in the presence of the counting agents appointed for the purposes of the mayoral election
and each relevant election or referendum open each ballot box and count and record
separately the number of ballot papers used in each election;

(b) in the presence of the election agents appointed for the purposes of the mayoral election
and each relevant election or referendum verify each ballot paper account;

(c) count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record separately the
number counted at the mayoral election and each relevant election or referendum;

(d) separate the ballot papers relating to the mayoral election from the ballot papers relating
to each relevant election or referendum;

(e) make up into packets the ballot papers for each relevant election or referendum and seal
them up into separate containers endorsing on each a description of the area to which the
ballot papers relate;

(f) deliver or cause to be delivered to the returning officer for the relevant election or
referendum to which the ballot papers relate—

(i) those containers, together with a list of them and of the contents of each; and

(i1) the ballot paper accounts together with a copy of the statement as to the result of
their verification in respect of that election; and

(g) at the same time deliver or cause to be delivered to that officer packets that so relate
containing—
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(i) the unused and spoilt ballot papers,
(i1) the tendered ballot papers.
(iii) the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(2) After completion of the proceedings under paragraph (1), the returning officer shall mix
together all of the ballot papers used at the mayoral election and count the votes given on them.

(3) Where separate ballot boxes are used, no vote for any candidate shall be rendered invalid by
the ballot paper being placed in the ballot box intended for use at any relevant election or referendum.

(4) Where the returning officer at the mayoral election does not discharge the functions specified
in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he must—

(a) on receipt of containers containing the ballot papers from the returning officer who does
discharge those functions, and after the time specified in the notice given under rule 46(2),
in the presence of the counting agents, open each container;

(b) where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers are not taken
together with those proceedings at a relevant election or referendum under regulation 65
of the Elections Regulations, or under that regulation as applied by these Regulations or
regulations made under sections 45 and 105 of the Local Government Act 2000((76), count
such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record the number counted;
and

(c) mix together the postal ballot papers and the ballot papers from all of the containers and
count the votes given on them.

(5) Paragraph (12) does not apply to proceedings under paragraph (4).
(6) The returning officer must then—

(a) where the election is contested by more than two candidates, count the first preference
votes given on them;

(b) where the election is contested by only two candidates, count the votes given on them
(7) A postal ballot paper must not be taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) it is returned in the manner set out in paragraph (8) and reaches the returning officer or
any polling station in the appropriate electoral area before the close of the poll;

(b) the postal voting statement, duly signed, is also returned in the manner set out in
paragraph (8) and reaches him or such a polling station before that time;

(c) the postal voting statement also states the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case
may be), and

(d) in a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of an elector or proxy
have been prescribed by regulations made under the 1983 Act(77), the returning officer
(having taken such steps) verifies the date of birth and signature of the elector or proxy.

(8) The manner in which any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may be returned—
(a) to the returning officer, is by hand or by post;
(b) to a polling station, is by hand.

(9) The appropriate electoral area in respect of any voter shall be—

(a) the area which is common to the parliamentary constituency, electoral area, local counting
area, local authority area or voting area (as the case may be) in which the polls at the
mayoral election and any relevant election or referendum are being taken together; and

(76) 2000 c.22
(77) Seeregulations 85 and 85A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/341), which
were inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.
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(b) in respect of which polls the voter has been issued with a postal ballot paper.
(10) The returning officer must not count any tendered ballot papers.

(11) While counting and recording the number of ballot papers and counting the votes, the
returning officer must keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards and take all proper precautions
for preventing any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks printed on
the back of the papers.

(12) The returning officer must verify each ballot paper account by comparing it with the number
of ballot papers recorded by him, and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his possession and the
tendered votes list (opening and resealing the packets containing the unused and spoilt ballot papers
and the tendered votes list) and must draw up a statement as to the result of the verification, which
any election agent may copy.

(13) The returning officer must so far as practicable proceed continuously with counting the
votes, allowing only time for refreshment, except that he may exclude the hours between 7 in the
evening and 9 on the following morning.

(14) During the time so excluded the returning officer must—

(a) place the ballot papers and other documents relating to the election under his own seal and
the seals of such of the counting agents as desire to affix their seals; and

(b) otherwise take proper precautions for the security of the papers and documents.

Rejected ballot papers
48.—(1) Any ballot paper—
(a) which does not bear the official mark, or
(b) on which more than one first preference vote is given, or

(c) on which anything is written or marked by which the voter can be identified except the
printed number and other unique identifying mark on the back, or

(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty as to the first preference vote,
shall, subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), be void and not counted.
(2) A ballot paper on which the vote is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place, or
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross, or
(c) by more than one mark,
shall not for such reason be deemed to be void if—

(1) at an election at which more than two candidates remain validly nominated, an intention that
votes shall be given, by way of a first preference vote, for not more than one of the candidates
clearly appears;

(i1) at any other election, an intention that a vote shall be for one only of the candidates clearly
appears,

and (in each case) the way the paper is marked does not itself identify the voter and it is not shown
that he can be identified by it.

(3) A ballot paper which is not otherwise void and on which not more than one first preference
vote is marked (whether or not a second preference vote is marked) shall be valid as respects that
vote, and counted accordingly.

(4) The returning officer must endorse the word “rejected” on any ballot paper which under this
rule is not to be counted, and shall add to the endorsement the words “rejection objected to” if any
objection is made to his decision by a counting agent.
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(5) The returning officer must draw up a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected
under the several heads of—

(a) want of official mark;

(b) voting for more than one candidate as to the first preference vote;
(c) writing or mark by which the voter could be identified; and

(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty as to the first preference vote.

(6) In the case of an election where only two candidates remain validly nominated, this rule is
to apply as if—

(a) in paragraph (1)(b), for “first preference vote” there were substituted “vote”;

(b) in paragraphs (1)(d), (5)(b) and (d), the words “as to the first preference vote” were
omitted;

(c) paragraph (3) were omitted.

Decisions on ballot papers

49. The decision of the returning officer on any question arising in respect of a ballot paper shall
be final, but shall be subject to review on an election petition.

Re-count

50.—(1) A candidate or his election agent may, if present when the counting or any re-count of
the votes, or as the case may be, the first preference votes, is completed, require the returning officer
to have the votes re-counted or again re-counted but the returning officer may refuse to do so if in
his opinion the request is unreasonable.

(2) No step shall be taken on the completion of the counting or any re-count of votes, or as the case
may be, the first preference votes, until the candidates and election agents present at its completion
have been given a reasonable opportunity to exercise the right conferred by this rule.

Procedure at conclusion of first count

51.—(1) As soon as practicable after the conclusion of the first count (including any re-count),
the returning officer must draw up a statement showing—

(a) the total number of ballot papers used;

(b) the total number of rejected ballot papers;

(c) at an election contested by more than two candidates—
(1) the number of first preference votes given for each candidate; and
(i1) the total number of first preference votes given; and

(d) at an election contested by only two candidates, the number of votes given for each
candidate.

(2) As soon as practicable after completion of the statement, the returning officer shall—

(a) inform such of the candidates and their election agents as are then present of the contents
of the statements prepared in accordance with rule 48(5) and paragraph (1) of this rule; and

(b) give public notice of the contents of those statements.
(3) Where an election is contested by more than two candidates, the returning officer shall—

(a) if paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the 2000 Act applies (candidate with overall majority of
first preference votes), make the declaration required by rule 54(1); or
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(b) if paragraph 3 of that Schedule applies, count the second preference votes at the time and
place notified in writing to the counting agents.

(4) Where—
(a) an election is contested by only two candidates; and

(b) the total number of votes for each of them is unequal,

the person to be returned as the elected mayor is the candidate to whom the majority of the votes
is given.

(5) Where—
(a) an election is contested by only two candidates; and

(b) the total number of votes given for each of them is equal,

the returning officer shall decide by lot which of them is to be returned as the elected mayor.

(6) In a case to which paragraph (4) or (5) applies, the declaration of the person to be returned
as the elected mayor shall be made in accordance with rule 54.

PART 5

Further provision: more than two candidates

The count of second preference votes

52.—(1) The returning officer must count the number of second preference votes for each of the
candidates remaining in the contest given by voters who did not give their first preference vote to
any of those candidates.

(2) A ballot paper which is not otherwise void and on which not more than one second preference
vote is marked shall be valid as respects that vote and shall be counted accordingly if, but only if,
a valid first preference vote has also been marked.

(3) Rules 46(3) to (7), 47(10), (11), (13) and (14), 48 (except paragraph (3)) and 50 (except the
words “the votes, or as the case may be,” in both paragraphs where they appear) shall apply in relation
to the count of second preference votes as they apply in relation to the count of first preference votes
as if references to first preference votes were references to second preference votes.

(4) The returning officer shall not be required to re-examine any decision taken under rule 49.

The calculation of total votes and resolution of equality

53.—(1) The returning officer must comply with paragraph 3(6) of Schedule 2 to the 2000 Act.
(2) The returning officer must then draw up a statement showing—
(a) the total number of first preference votes given for each candidate,

(b) the total number of second preference votes given for each of the candidates remaining in
the contest after the count of the first preference votes,

(c) the total number of votes given for each of those candidates, and
(d) the number of ballot papers that were—

(i) valid as respects a first preference vote given for a candidate who did not remain in
the contest after the count of the first preference votes; and

(i1) rejected for the purposes of the count of second preference votes on the ground that
they were unmarked or void for uncertainty as to the second preference vote.
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(3) As soon as practicable after completion of the statement, the returning officer shall provide
such of the election agents for those candidates who remain in the contest as are then present with
a copy of the statement, and must give them a reasonable opportunity to satisfy themselves as to
the accuracy of the calculation.

(4) If, after the second preference votes have been counted, the total number of votes given for two
or more candidates remaining in the contest is equal, the person to be returned as the elected mayor
is the person whom the returning officer decides, in accordance with paragraph 3(8) of Schedule 2
to the 2000 Act, is to be returned as the elected mayor.

PART 6

Final proceedings in contested and uncontested elections

Declaration of result

54.—(1) The returning officer must declare the elected mayor to be the candidate who, in
accordance with section 42(2) of the 2000 Act or, as the case may be, Schedule 2 to that Act, is to
be returned as the elected mayor at that election.

(2) The returning officer must give public notice of—
(a) the name of the successful candidate,
(b) the total number of first preference votes given for each candidate,

(c) the number of rejected ballot papers at the election under each head shown in the statement
of rejected ballot papers (rule 48(5)), and

(d) if second preference votes were counted—

(i) the total number of second preference votes given for each of the candidates
remaining in the contest after the count of the first preference votes, and

(i1) the number of ballot papers rejected for the purposes of the count of second
preference votes on the ground that they were unmarked or void for uncertainty as
to the second preference vote.

(3) In an uncontested election, the returning officer must as soon as practicable after the latest
time for the delivery of notices of withdrawals of candidature—

(a) declare to be elected the person remaining validly nominated;
(b) give public notice of the name of the person declared to be elected.

(4) The returning officer must inform the proper officer of the local authority concerned of the
result of the election.

Return or forfeiture of candidate’s deposit

55.—(1) Unless forfeited in accordance with paragraph (5), the deposit made under rule 10 of
these Rules shall be returned to the person making it or his personal representative.

(2) Subject to paragraph (4), the deposit shall be returned not later than the next day after that
on which the result of the election is declared.
(3) For the purposes of paragraph (2)—
(a) aday shall be disregarded if it would be disregarded under rule 4 in computing any period
of time for the purpose of the timetable for an election of the kind in question; and
(b) the deposit shall be treated as being returned on a day if a cheque for the amount of the
deposit is posted on that day.
93



Document Generated: 2024-01-05
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

(4) If the candidate is not shown as standing nominated in the statement of persons nominated,
or if proof of his death has been given to the returning officer before the first calculation under rule
51, the deposit shall be returned as soon as practicable after the publication of the statement or after
his death, as the case may be.

(5) Where a poll is taken, if, after the conclusion of the first count, the candidate is found not to
have polled more than one-twentieth of the total number of first preference votes polled by all the
candidates, the deposit shall be forfeited to the local authority of the electoral areas concerned.

PART 7

Disposal of documents

Sealing up of ballot papers

56.—(1) On the completion of the counting at a contested election the returning officer must seal
up in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers.

(2) The returning officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered ballot papers, or
(b) certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(3) Where the returning officer discharges the functions referred to in regulation 5 of the
Combinations of Polls Regulations, he must also not open the sealed packets of—

(a) the completed corresponding number lists, or

(b) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.

Delivery and retention of documents

57.—(1) The returning officer must then forward to the relevant registration officer the following
documents—

(a) the packets of ballot papers in his possession,

(b) the ballot paper accounts and the statements of rejected ballot papers and of the result of
the verification of the ballot paper accounts,

(c) thetendered votes lists, the lists of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the lists
of votes marked by the presiding officer and the related statements, the lists maintained
under rule 43 and the declarations made by the companions of voters with disabilities,

(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists,
(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

(f) the packets containing marked copies of registers (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal voters list, of the
lists of proxies and of the proxy postal voters list, and

endorsing on each packet a description of its contents, the date of the election to which they relate
and the name of the electoral area for which the election was held.

(2) At an election where the returning officer does not discharge the functions referred to in
regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, paragraph (1) shall have effect as if sub-
paragraphs (c), (d) and (f) were omitted.

(3) In this rule and in rules 58, 59 and 60 references to the relevant registration officer are to—
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(a) the registration officer for the local authority in whose area the mayoral election is held;

(b) if the electoral area of the relevant election or referendum comprises any part of the area
of more than one local authority, the registration officer of the local authority in whose
area the greater or greatest (as the case may be) number of electors is registered,;

(c) if the returning officer discharges the functions referred to in regulation 5 of the
Combination of Polls Regulations, the registration officer of the local authority in whose
area the mayoral election is held,

and for these purposes “local authority” does not include the Greater London Authority.

Orders for production of documents

58.—(1) An order—

(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected ballot papers, in the custody of the relevant
registration officer; or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any
counted ballot papers in his custody,

may be made by a county court, if the court is satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required
for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of an election petition.

(2) An order for the opening of a sealed packet of completed corresponding number lists or of
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any counted
ballot papers in the custody of the relevant registration officer may be made by an election court.

(3) An order under this rule may be made subject to such conditions as to—
(a) persons,
(b) time,
(c) place and mode of inspection,
(d) production or opening,
as the court making the order may think expedient.

(4) In making and carrying into effect an order for the opening of a packet of completed
corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for
the inspection of counted ballot papers, care must be taken that the way in which the vote of any
particular elector has been given shall not be disclosed until it has been proved—

(1) that his vote was given; and
(i1) that the vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
(5) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of a county court under this rule.

(6) Any power given under this rule to a county court may be exercised by any judge of the court
otherwise than in open court.

(7) Where an order is made for the production by the relevant registration officer of any document
in his possession relating to any specified election—

(a) the production by him or his agent of the document ordered in such manner as may
be directed by that order shall be conclusive evidence that the document relates to the
specified election; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of ballot papers so produced shall be prima facie evidence
that the ballot papers are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(8) The production from proper custody of—
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(a) a ballot paper purporting to have been used at any election, and

(b) acompleted corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the number
of the ballot paper,

shall be prima facie evidence that the elector whose vote was given by that ballot paper was the
person whose entry in the register of electors or on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act at the time of the election contained the same number as the number written as
mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph.

(9) Save as by this rule provided, no person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected or counted
ballot papers in the possession of the relevant registration officer or open any sealed packets of
completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of
the poll.

Retention of documents

59. The relevant registration officer must retain for one year all documents relating to an election
forwarded to him in pursuance of these Rules by a returning officer, and then, unless otherwise
directed by an order of a county court, the Crown Court, a magistrates’ court or an election court,
must cause them to be destroyed.

PART &
Death of candidate

Countermand or abandonment of poll on death of a candidate

60.—(1) If at a contested election proof is given to the returning officer’s satisfaction before
the result of the election is declared that one of the persons named or to be named as candidate
in the ballot papers has died, then the returning officer must countermand notice of the poll or, if
polling has begun, direct that the poll be abandoned, and the provisions of subsections (1) and (5)
of section 39 (local elections void etc. in England and Wales) of the 1983 Act(78) apply in respect
of any vacancy which remains unfilled.

(2) Neither the countermand of the poll at the mayoral election nor the direction that the poll be
abandoned shall affect the poll at each relevant election or referendum.

(3) Where the poll at the mayoral election is abandoned by reason of a candidate’s death no
further ballot papers shall be issued.

(4) Subject to paragraph (6), at the close of the poll at any relevant election or referendum the
presiding officer must take the like steps (so far as not already taken) for the delivery to the returning
officer of ballot boxes and ballot papers and other documents as he would be required to do if the
poll at the mayoral election had not been abandoned.

(5) The returning officer must dispose of ballot papers used at the mayoral election (at which the
candidate has died) as he is required to do on the completion in due course of the counting of the
votes subject to paragraphs (6) and (7).

(6) It is not necessary for any ballot paper account at that election to be prepared or verified.

(7) The returning officer, having separated the ballot papers relating to each relevant election or
referendum must take no step or further step for the counting of the ballot papers used at the mayoral
election (at which a candidate has died) or of the votes cast at that mayoral election.

(78) Subsection (1) of section 39 was amended by the Local Government Act 1985 (c.51), Schedule 17, and the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50), section 19(2).
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(8) The returning officer must seal up all those ballot papers used at the mayoral election, whether
the votes on them have been counted or not, and it is not necessary to seal up counted and rejected
ballot papers in separate packets.

(9) The provisions of these Rules as to the inspection, production, retention and destruction of
ballot papers and other documents by the relevant registration officer relating to a poll at the mayoral
election apply to any such documents relating to a poll abandoned by reason of a candidate’s death,
subject to paragraphs (10) and (11).

(10) Ballot papers on which the votes were neither counted nor rejected must be treated as counted
ballot papers.

(11) No order is to be made for—
(a) the inspection or production of any ballot papers, or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or of
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

unless the order is made by a court with reference to a prosecution.
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APPENDIX OF FORMS

Notes: In this Appendix any reference to a numbered rule is a reference to the rule of that number
in the Mayoral Elections (Combination of Polls) Rules.

The forms contained in this Appendix may be adapted so far as circumstances require.

Forms

Form 1: Nomination paper

Form 2: Candidate’s consent to nomination
Form 3: Ballot paper (two candidates)
Form 4: Ballot paper (three or more candidates)
Form 5: Corresponding number list M1
Form 6: Corresponding number list M2
Form 7(1); Postal voting statement

Form 7(2): Postal voting statement

Form 8: Elector’s official poll card

Form 9: Official postal poll card

Form 10: Official proxy poll card

Form 11: Official proxy postal poll card
Form 12: Directions for guidance of voters
Form 13: Certificate of employment

Form 14: Declaration to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities.
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Farm 1

Form of Nomination Paper e Vst Oy
{for wse at local authority mayvoral elections) | E— l F———— | trda |

ELECTION OF BMAYOR for the ..ooviiiiiinii i s e s
*gounty/district London borough'county borough of ...,
“delete whichever 15 ngppropriate

Diate of election .. ...

We, the undersipned, being local government electors for the said [electoral area] do hereby
nominate the persan whose name appears below as a candidate at the Mayoral election.

Cumaliclnie"s {rther i I i Iy Description | Home Address
ST Torenames in useid used (il amy) i Fuall
Tull ARPTEIRE Torenanis S B e
{il anv)h [l any} than six werds

Electoral Mum ber

Hignalure Prant Mame Palling Diginet Mumber

We, the undersigned being local goverrment

electors for the said |electomnl area), do hereby
nssent Lo the foregrang nomination

Signahare

WOl O WA e W B e
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MOTES

1. The attention of cancidates and electors s drawn 1o the rules for Olling up nomination
papers and other provisions relating fo nomination papers confainesd m rules in Schedule 3 1o
the Local Authorities {Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007,

2. Where a candidate s commonly known by some title they may be described by thedr tiths &
if it wore their sumame.

3. Where a candidate commonly uses a name which is different from any other names they
have, the commonly used name may also appear on the nomimation paper, but if it does so,
the commonly wed name {instead of any other name) will appear on the ballot paper.

4. Buit the ballot paper will show the other name if’ the reteming officer

{a)  thinks that the use of the commonly used name may be hkely 1o mizlead or confuse
electors, ar
(b} that the commaonly used name & obscene or offensive,
5. The deseription. it any, can only be
{a)  one certified as an authorisel or registered descrption as mentioned inrule 7 of the
election rules, ar
(b} the word “Independant™
6. In this form “elector™
(a) means a porson whose name B registenced m the register of local government
electors For the electoral area 1.||.|.tn.1.'iu'r| o the last da:.' for the T!.Ih“\'_'ﬂl.;lm ol
notice of election; and
(b} imchudes a person then shown in the register a5 below voting age it {but oaly if) it
appears from the register that he will be of voting age on the day foced for the
poll.

7. However, a person who has an anonymows entry in the regisier of local government electors

cannd nominate a candidate for election,
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Farnw 2

Form of Candidate’s Consent to Nomination
(for use at local authority mavoral elections)

Front al fisrm
Dt aff @leciian (...

D maamee 6 J36000. oo ss e ers s e s e e e e
O Ciamme addlress il e e

hereby consent fo my nomination 2 a candidate for clection as the clected mayor for the
“county/district/ London borowgh/connty horough of ..
*delete whichever [s inapuraprian

I declare that on the day of my momination I am qualified and that, if there & a poll on the day of
glection, I will be qualified 1o be so clected by vire of beang on that day or those days a
quulif}'mg ﬁlmim“ﬂlll'l IJtI.'JEI.'I R uit‘imn :rf !I‘JE Rt"ﬂ.ll'lllf_ nf ]MI.HI.‘III i u'i[ir.m 1:|r I'I'H:l“1t'
Member State of the Evropean Community, who has attained the age of 18 vears and that

* (ap [ am registered as & local govermment elector for the anea of the *county'district London
borough/'county borough named above in respectof (et ifiing aulolress n il
ang my electoral mumber {see Mote belowi ... Lo

* (b3 1 have during the whols of the 12 months preceding that day or those davs occupicd as
owner of tenant of the rnlluwmg land or other premises in the area [ds:mpnm cal croldress of
e T L -

* {zh my prncipal or only place of work during those 12 months has been m that
county! district London borough'county borough at [give sdiress of place of wark and, where
appraprEiars, reme af smplovar] . e & 5

= () | have during the whole of thase 12 months resiled m that area at
e e e e e .. {pive address in fulll
*TDelete wirichover s nappropriale

I sleclare that to the best of my knowleslpe and behel [ am mod disgquabifies] for baing elected by
renson of any disqualification set ot in section 30 of the Loeal Government Act 1972 or any
dezision made under section 79 of the Local Government Act 2000 (copics of which are printed
overleaf), and I do not held a politically restricted post, within the meaning of Part 1 of the
Local Governenent and Housing Act 1989, under a local authority, within the meaning of that
Part.

Diate of birth

Hlgnatung
L T

Signed m my presence
Signature of WILBIESS .. e

Mame and address of witness ...

WRITE CLEARLY)

NOTES

L A person’s slectoral number is his number in the register to be used at the election
(including the distinctive letter of the pariamentary polling district m which he i=
repisterad),

L Acandidate who is gualified by mose than one qualification may complete any of those that
ey apply.

Back of form
Kot ouf vection 80 af the Local Government Act 1972 and section 79 of the Local (GGovernment
Act 2D fas mmended from finee to time).
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Form 3

Ballot paper (two candidates)
Form of Front of Ballot Paper

Election of Mayor

Vaote for ONE candidate only

BASWRA .
Paresh Baswra [space for
! 2 The Comages, regiatered
Amytown XYE 900G e .T.’ i
Cream Party .
CRANLEY _
| Cranlev |spce for
! rxqil-m‘. 1,1',:1:} registered
Arvtown XYe 51 -.'mhln:u]'l. if
o T any’
Purple Farly

Form of Back of Ballot Paper

Mumber
Other Unigque Identifving Mark

Election of mavor forthe oo
*{county/district’ London boroughicounty boroughhof ..o

“Defete whichever is inappropriale
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Dvirections as to Printing the Ballot Paper
(for use at local authority mayoral elections)

Mothing is 1o be printed on the ballod paper excepd in accordance with these directions,

Sdi EIT HLY 'I'.l'ﬂl_'l-ﬁ.ﬂ..l'lll.'», “'Il:i ﬁ:-|||:|wi1'$ urrangmwrlbt KI'IH.II I'Il'.l ﬂ"lml:ﬂj 'il1 “'Il:i I1I'||'|!|TL¥, I.'lt- II'IE
halbot paper:-

fad mo word shall be printed on the face except the heading “Election of Mayor™, the
direction “Vote for ONE candidate only™, the particulars of the candidates and wornds
forming part of cmbloms;

B mo rule shall be printed on the face except the horzzontal mle separsting the direction
mentioned in paragraph (ol above from the particulars of the candidates amd the
horizontal rule separating the particulars of the candidates from one another and the
horizontal rule beneath the particulars of the particulars of the second candidate and the
vertical rubes separatmg those particulars from the numbers an the befl-hand side and the
spaces on fhe nght where the vole is io be marked;

o) the whole space between the top and botlom of the paper shall be cqually divided
betwesn the direction mentioned in paragraph fal above and cach candudate by the
horzantal rules mentioned in paragraph &) above,

The word “ONE™ in the direction mentionsd in paragraph 27al above shall be printed in
upper case.

The sumame of each candidate shall m both cases be printed by itselfl in Llarge capitals, and
therr full particulars shall be set out below i and shall be printed m ordinary type excepl that
small capitaks shall be used —

{a) if the sumame s the same as another candidate s, Tor their other names; and

(b if the other names are also the same as the other candidate’s, either for ther home
address or for his description unless cach of them is the some as that of another
candidate with the same sumame and other names.

Where an emblem is io be printed agaimst 2 candiclaie’s particulars
{a} it shall be printed between the candidaie’s particulars and the vertical rule separating

e candidate's particulars from the spaces where the vole is to be marked, and
(b} its size as printed shall not excesd two contmmetres square.

6, The numbar and other unigque klentifying mark shall be printed on the back of the ballot paper,
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Form 4
Ballot paper (three or more candidates)

Form of Front of Ballot Paper
Election of Mayor

Vote ONCE |X] in Column One for your First Choice
Vote ONCE [X] in Column Two for your Second Choice

Column One Column Twao
(First Cholice) (Second Choice)

BASWRA
Paresh Baswra
2 The Cottages, — —
Anytown XY 5 9JG LIBE RAL

Liberal Democrat

Alana Cranley
The Grange,
Anytown XY7 511

CRANLEY whe
b
- %

Green Party

EDGBASTON e
Richard Edgbaston COITII’T'EOI‘l

& The Heath,
Amvtown MY 4 0BH GOOd

The Giood Party

GUNNIL-WALKER
Roger Gunnil-Walker
3 The Lane, Labour#

Anyitown XNY6 3G0D
The Labour Party C.

SMI 1

CATHERINE AN
21 The Grove,

Anytown XY 2 5TP

Independent

ANA Smith

o

Number

Other Unique Identif

Election of mayor for the ... ... ..
Fecounty/district/L.ondon boroug]

On oL

SMITH
KEITH JAMES Smith
3 The Road,

Anyvtown XY3 4T Conservatives
The Conservative Party Candidate

Form of Back of Ballot Paper

ing hMark

orough) of

Ounty

.20 .

*Defere whichever is inappropriare
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Dvirections as to Printing the Ballot Paper
(for use at local authority mayoral elections)

Mothing is 1o be printed on the ballod paper excepd in accordance with these directions,

Sdi EIT HLY 'I'.l'ﬂl_'l-ﬁ.ﬂ..l'lll.'», “'Il:i ﬁ:-|||:|wi1'$ urrangmwrlbt KI'IH.II I'Il'.l ﬂ"lml:ﬂj 'il1 “'Il:i I1I'||'|!|TL¥, I.'lt- II'IE
halbot paper:-

{a) mo word shall be printed on the face ecept the heading “Election of Mayor™, the
direction “Vete ONCE [X] in Column One for your First Choice, “Vote ONCE [X] in
Calumn Two for your Second Chodce”, the mdications “Column One (First Choice)™
and “Colemn Two (Second Choicel”, the particulars of the candidates and words
forming part of emblems:

(b} mo mule shall be prived on the face except the horizontal mle separsting the direction
mentioned in paragraph jab above from the particulars of the candidates amd the
hortzontal reles separatmg the particulars of the candidates from one another and the
vertical rules separating those particulars from the numbers on the lefi-hand side and the
spaces on the right where the vote is 1o be marked and the vertical rule separating the
columns in which the first and second preference votes are to be marked;

the whale space between the top and battom of the ballot paper shall be equally divided

between the direction mentioned in paragraph @) above and cach of the candidates by

the horizontal rulss mentioned in paragraph (5 above,

(e

Mothing in paragraph 2 prohibits the face of the ballot paper containing more than one column
of numbers, candiclites” particulars and spaces where the vate s 1o be marked. I the returming
officer thinks il s appropriate for the ballot paper o be prmied with more than one column, m
such a case, each column must be separated by a double vertical rle.

i

The word “TINCE", m bath places, m the direction mentioned in paragraph 2 above shall
be printed m upper case

The surname of cach candidate shall in all cases be printed by iself m large capitals, and
their full particulars shall be set out below it and shall be printed in ordinary type exoept that
small capitaks shall be used

{a) if the sumame is the same as another candidate’s, for their other names; and

(b) if the ofher names are also the same as the other candidate’s, cither for thewr home
address or for his desenption unless each of them s the same as that of anothe
camslicdate with the same surname and sther names,

Where an emblem is to be printed against a candidate™s particulars —
{a) it shall be printed between the candidate’s pariiculars and the vertical rule separting

the camdidate’s particulars from the spaces where the vote is 1o be markesd; and
(b its size as printed shall not exceed two centimetres squars.

6. The number and ofher unique wentifying mark shall be printed on the back of ihe ballot paper.
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Form 5
Correspording Number List — M1
it be used when a mayoral election is combined
with another election/referendum )
Ballot Faper Number Uniigue ldentilying Mark Elector Mumber

Tdersify the mimber issed Icdentifi the mark for sach fter be: completed only it
i elecHon'referendum Fallat paper respect of ballof papers
ixzued fo postal voters)
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Faorm &

Comesponding Mumber List = M2
ito be used in polling stations when a mavoral election is combined with
another election/referendum )

Electoral Area:
Date af Poll- e
Polling Station: ...

Sheet Mo ; e
Ballot Paper Number Elector Number
Tdentifv the munvher isswed for
edecii .-.;:.. i
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Form T(1}
Form of postal voting statement
(for use where there is o joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers)

Postal Voting Statement

*Vaber's nEme: - Ballod paper Mos PR
*Remmwng Cifficer b insert mame bud omt where ballsd papor send b0 @y aomvmons elector
[wither identafying marks)

You must provide vour [# signature and] date of birth. I7 you do not, the postal voting
statement will be invalid and your vote will not be countel.

[ AM THE PEREON THE BALLOT PAPERS NUMBERED ABOVE WERE SENT TO

Late of birth | | | | | | | | | | | {vater’s date of birth)

(vater's signatare)
#Bignatures IMPORTANT - Keep
signature within border

#{Retunwing Cificer to it where @ persan has been granted a watver}

Electoral fraud is a arime. You must not vote wsing o ballot paper that is not addressed to
you or interfere with ansther voter’s ballot paper,

PLEASE BEAL INSTRLUCTIONS TOCTHE VOTER
[ssued by the Returming Officer
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

Complete the ballot paper voursell and in private. If vou need help contact the Returning
Officers stalT as shown below

[eontact details for assistance
include address as appropriste]

1. Wou must provide yous [# signature and] date of brth. If vou do not, this postal voting
statement will be invalid and your vote(s) will not be coumted.

L When vouw are voting For an clected Mayor ([insert colour of Ballot paper] ballot paper),
mark a cross () m the box on the dght hand sule of the name of the candadateds ) of your
chonce, [Waole For CNE candidate only. |* [Vote ONCE (X} in Column One for your First
Chedee and Vete ONCE (X)) m Column Two for your Second Chosee, |*

3. Wheit you afe votidg in a local govemment election {[ssert colos o Ballar paper] hallot
paper), mark a cross {(Xpin the box an the rght hand skle of cach balkel paper opposite the
nomie of esch condidateish vou are voting for, |[Vode for ONE candidate onby. |* | Vol for
no meore than [ ... ] candidates. |*

4. When you are voling in a Parliamentary election ([ insert codowr of baliot paper] ballot
paper), mark a cross () in the box on the nght hand side of the ballot paper opposie the
narme of the candidate you are voling for. Vots for ONE candidate only.

5 When you are voling in a European Parliamentary election ([ invers color of ballon paper]
ballod paper), mark a cross (30} in the box on the right hand side of the name of the party or
imdividual candidate of your choice. Vot for ONE party or candidate only.

i, [#% When you are voding in a Greater London Authority election
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(a) [* m the constituency members” ebectson | [invert colour of Ballor paper] ballat
paper), mark a cress (X} m the box on the rght hand skle of the name of the party or
individual candidate of your choice. Vote for ONE candidate only. |

(b3 [* in the London members " election ([ duers coloer of baifor paper] ballot paper),
mark a cross (X} m the box on the rght hand sude of the name of the party or madivedual
candidate of your choice. Vole for ONE party or candsdate onlv.]

() [* m the London Mavoral election ([ inser? caliour of Ballod paper] ballot paper),
Vote ONCE (X} for in Column One your First Chokee and %ote ONCE () m Cohemn
Two tor your Second Choice.]]

7. [* When you arc voling in a reforesdum, mark a cross {X) in the box on the nght hand sde
of the answer of your choice. Vote ONCE only. ]

8. Do not mark vour ballot papers m any other way or your voldes may not be counted

9, 1f you need help votmg, the person helpmg you must not tell anyone how you voted,

10, Pt all the ballot papers in the small envelope marked & and szal it

11. Complete the postal voting statement by signing it and providing your date of birth

123, Then put the eovelope marked & together with the postal voting statement in the lasger
envelope marked B. Retum it straightaway.

Aler receiving this postal vote, you connol vele in person ai a polling station ol this
election,

H'_w:lu JI:I:iI'J:llIEI.“}' upuﬂ any ol YiHir halkist papeTs, Yol can a“'l]:.' 1o the R.eh.lrrlina Oifficer for a

replacement before § pm. on [dovdme of pall], You must return all the ballol papers, the

postal voting statement, and the envelopes marked A and B, Make sure you coniact ihe

Retwrming Offcer as soon as possible.

l Wour ballot papers and the postal voling statement must be receival by the Returming
Officer by 10 pom. om [doydate of poll]. You can deliver your completed postal vote to any
pellmg station in your electoral area'warnl on polling day

Electoral fraud is a crime. You must not vote using a ballof paper that is not sddressed 1o
vou or interfere with another voier's ballot papers.

It is illegal to vote more than once (unless you are appointed as a proxy for another
elector) at the same election.

# Rerming Officer to omit where o person has been gronied o waiver)

* Dialete whichever 15 inapprapriate
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Form of postal voting statement Form 7(2)
i for use when a mavoral election is combined with another poll
bt the postal ballot papers are not combined)

Postal Voting Statement
FWoberTs mAME L Ballol paper Moo ... (Colowr)
*Returming Officer to faeert mame bt omt where boller papers senr b0 gr anomvtions elector)
[other identifying mark]

You must provide vour [# signature and| date of birth. 1F vou do not, the postal voting
statement will be invalid and your vote will not be connted.

[ Ak THE FERSCN THE BALLOT FAFER NUMBERED ABOVE WAS SENT TO

Diate of birth | | || | || | | | | {vister's date of birth)

(voler's signature
Smnature IMPORTANT - Kesp
signatues within boeder

#{Refumring (hficer o ot where a persar fax been granted a waner)

Electoral fraud is a crime. Yoo must nol vole using a ballst paper that i nol addressed (o
vou or interfere with another voler’s ballot paper.

PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER
Issued by the Retuming Officer

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

Complete the ballot paper yowrsell and in private. IT voun need help contact the Returning
OiMicer”s stalT as shown below

[eontact details for assitance
include address as appropriate]

L. Yo must provede your |# signatore and| date of barth, ¥ ou must do this even if vow have
already signed a postal voting statement in respest of anedher election to be held on the
same day. If you do not, this postal voting statement will be invalid and your vote(s) will
i e counted.

[Wire: for ONE candidate only]*[Vote ONCE (X) for vour First Choies and Vote OMNCE (X))
for your Second Chaedce]®. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vole(s)
may not be counted.

L

3 Mark a cross (X) m the box on the right hand side of the balkd paper opposis the name of
the candidateis)} vou are voting for.

4. If you need help voding, the person helpmg you must not tell anyone bow vou voied,

& Dvfferent colours are used for the ballot papers for cach election [and referendum®*]. Each
hallot paper has its own ballot paper envelope (marked A), postal voting statement and

retumn envelope (marked B The return envelope and postal voting stotement for each
ballot paper refer to the colour of that ballot paper, 1t i important that you vse the comrest
envelopes and postal voting statement or vour vole may not be counted. You may find it
helpful o sort the documents into separate sots.

. Put the balket paper i the small envelope marked & and seal it
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7. Complete the postal voting statement by signmg i, and providma your date of barth,

8. Then put the emvelope marked & togather with the postal voting statement in the Lager
aivelope marked B Rotum it straightaway.

After receiving this postal vole, you canmot vode in person ai a polling station at this

election,

If you acerlendally spoil vour balled paper, you can apply te the Eetammg Officer for a
replacement before 5 pum. on |davidare of pall]. You muost retum the spoilt ballot paper, the

postal voling statement, amd the envelopes marked A amd B Make sure you contact the
Retuming Officer as soon as possible.
I Your ballot paper and the postal voting statement must be receivied by the Returnmg CiTicer

by 10 pom. on [eflte of padl]. You can deliver vour completed postal vole 1o any polling
station 1n your ekectoral area on pollmg day.

Flectoral Traud is a crime. You must not voie using a balloi paper that is not sddressed to
vou ar interTfere with ansther voters ballol paper.

It is illegal to vote more than snce (unless you are appointed as a proxy for another
elector) at the same election.

#Reroming Officer to omit where a person has been granted a waiver)

* Dielate whichever &y inappropriote
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OFFICIAL POLL CARID Form #
{10 be sent Lo an elector voling in persony
From of card
OFFICIAL POLL CARD

Counzil: TWumber on regisier:

Electoral Arca: *Maine

| e U

e * Aubdress

Polling hours: 7 a.m, to 10 pom.

*Returaing Officer te omit where pall cord sent to an
anourymnons elector. Poill card fo ansmmour elector
st be deftvered in a seafed emvelope.)

Your polling station will be;

*This card is For information only. You con vole without i, but it will save yon time if yon
take it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there.

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION OGN THE BACK OF THIS CARD

Back of card

MAYORAL ELECTION

When you po fo the polling station, tell the elerk vour name and address, as shown on the front
of the card.

*The clerk will confirm your details on the register.

When you are given your ballot paper, po to one of the polling boaths. Mark a cross (X in the
box on the right hand side of the ballot paper opposite the name(s) of the candidate(s) you are
veding for.

[Vote for ONE condidate only J# [*Vote ONCE (X) in Column One for your First Choice
candidate and Vote ONCE(X) in Column Twao for your Second Choice candidate.[# Do
not put any other mark on the ball paper, or vour vote{sh may not be counted.

4 el ax appropriate.

I you spaoil your ballot paper by mistake, show it to the presiding efticer and ask for a
replacement.

Fold the ballot paper in two, Show the pressding officer the number and ather unigue identifyvmg
mark an the back of the ballot paper, but do not et anvone see your vole, Put the ballot paper in
the halket tox and leave the pelling station,

IF you will be away on the date of the poll -

*  Voucan apply o vote by post. Your application must be recerved by the Betumng Officer
before 5 pam. an [ dayidare deadline]. I you are given a postal vate, you will not be
entitled fo vole in person af this clection,

*  You can apply to vote by proxy (this means someone else can vole on your behalf). Your
application must be received before 3 pan. on [-& daydhie deadling]. If you appoint &
pricy, you can still vole in this election yoursellif you de so before your proxy has vobed
for you,

In certain circumstances il may be possible o apply fo vole by proccy afier [-6 day/date
deadline].

To change any of your voting arrangements please comact [feipling mmiber] as soon as
poasible.
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Izsued by the Returning Officer

[ here pall card senf ta an anomymons elector substifute for the paragraphs marked with
* qhove:-
ahave:

Yoo must have this card with you when ool vale, Vou cannol vobe without it

When you go to the polling station. ask to speak to the presiding officer and show them this
card.

| The presiding officer will confirm your entry on the regisier|.
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OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD Form &
(1o be sent (ooan elector voling by post)
Front of gard
OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD
Couneil: This nadice B to tell vou tat vou have asked 1o vole
by post for this election, and you will not be able o
Electoral Arca: wiols i a pollmg station. If you want to cancel your
'pu:mla| Vale '|'.||:|m call the |'|e|.'|1|ir|e number shawn
For the election on; [daydare] below before 5 pom, on [- 11 dapdate deadiine].
] We will send your paostal voting papers
Humbar on Reister: around |daydare],
Maldressed 1y
“Mame and Address: (Mamie and Adedress)
* Retursing Officer to st where gl If your postal voting papers h ave not
cord sent fo an ancoevmeus electon. Poli | arcived by [dapddare] call: [hefpline
card 1o apsmamons elector mist be miemeber] and ask for help.
detivewed in a sealed emeiopel

If voowr Jose or sceidendally spoil vour postal balkt paper, please call the helpling mumber shown
above as soon a3 posaible. Replacement ballod papers can only be issued before 5 pam. on
[t of pall].

This card is to provide you with information about voting by post.

SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Back of card

MAYORAL ELECTION

When vou receive your postal voding pack, please read the instructions with it carafully before
completing your postal ballot paper.

3o not let anyone see your vole. [F you need help vodmg, the person helpmg you must not iell
anyone how yvou have voted. You can get independent help from the Retuming Officer, please
call the helpline number shown below,

Wou must sign the postal voting statement (unless you have been granted a wanver by prior
arrangement with the Retuming Officer) and provide your date of birth. Thi B a secunity
measure. [0 will ot affect your vele or mean it can be identificd. Without yvour signature and
daate o barth the statement will not be valid and vour vote will not be counted,  The Betuming
Uifficer can cross check your signature against other reconds that they hokl

If vou bose or accidentally spoil vour ballot paper, please call the helpline number shown below
as soon as possible. We can only msue replacement postal balket papers before 3 pom. on

[aydare o pall].

Complete and rebam your postal vole as soon as possible. The Returning Officer must receive
vourr postal vote by 10 pm, on [daviate of poll]l. You can deliver vour completed voling papers
to amy peelling station i the ebectoral area,

If vou want to vole in person at these elections, vou must cancel your postal vols befose 5 pon.
o [ davdate deaaling].

If vou need any asaistance, plesse call our helpline on: [felpfine number].

Tt is an offence to voie using a balld paper that was not addressed to you,
Issued by the Retuming OiTicer
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OFFICLAL PROXY POLL CARD Form 10
(1 be senl (o an appointed proxy voling in person)
Front of card

OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD

Couneil; *This poll card i to tell vou that for this election, the
clector named on the back of this card has appointed
Electoral Arca: you as ther proxy.

Polling Dray; *Pray s name

Polling hours: Tam. to W pan. |
Elector’s polling statsen will be:
¥ Renwening Ciffcer to onir wivere poll cord sear s Hre

prauy of @ anomvmons electen Poll card o proay of
ararmons slactor must be debvered in g seafed

anvelape.)

“This card Is for Information only. You can vote without it, but it will save time if vou take
it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there.

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION QN THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Boack af card
MAYORAL ELECTION

*This poll card is to tell you that for this election you are appednted as proxy for:

*{ Elector's name)

*Elector's address)

* Elector’s number on registery

When you go to the polling station, tell the clerk that you wish to vote as proxy on behalt of
the voter shown above.

The clerk will confirm the details on the register.

When you are given the ballot paper, go to one of the polling booths. Mark a eross (X} in the
T g thee wight hand side of the ballat paper opposite the namals) of the candidatels) the elector
15 vading for,

[Viste for ONE candidate only. J# [Voie ONCE (X) in column one for your First Choice
candidate and Vote ONCE (X) in Column Twa for vour Second Chaice candidate. [ Da
not put any other mark on the ballst paper, or vour vote(sh) may not be counted.

Helalete ax appropriote,

I you spoil the ballot paper by mistake, show it 1o the presiding officer and ask for a
replacement.

Fold the ballot paper i two, Show the presiding officer the number and other unique identafyvmg
mark on the back of the ballot paper, bt do not let anyvone ses the vote, P the ballot paper in
the ballet box and leave the pelling station.

I you will be away on the date of the poll, you can apply before 5 pm. on [-1] davidate
dedling] to vote by post. If vou are given a postal vote, vou or the elestor will nof be entitled 1o
viode in person at this election.
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The persan whe appoimted vou as prosy may vote at this election. 6 they wish 1o do so ey
miust vole in persen before vou vote on their behalf.

It k= illegal to do any of the Tollowing:
*  WVole more than once (unless you are appointed as a procy for amother elector) at the same
clection.

*  Voleas a proxcy al the same election for two or more persons unless vou are their spose,

emvil pariner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

*  Wole as a proxy for a person if vou know that the person s subject 1o a kegal incapacity to
Ve,

IF you need any assistance, phease call our helpline on: [Bedpling mumber),
Izsued by the Returning Officer

[ here poil cord sent o the proxy of an anonvmous elector substinute for the rext marked with
* ahave:-

Wi st have this card witls ¥ when sl vl o canmol vole as proxy willoul it.
Yow are entitled b vole 2 procy for the elector whose ehectoral number i shown below:

{Elector's number om regrister)

T wode s proxy vou must go 1o the polling station shown on the front of this card, Ask to
speak to the presiding otficer and show them this card. |
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OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD Form 11
(1o be sent to an appeinted proxy voting by post)
Fromt of card
OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
Coumeil: This ol card is 1o tell vou that for this election, the
elector nameed on the back of this card has appointed
Electoral Area: vou as their proxy and you have decided to vote by
posl. You will not be alde to vote on behalf of the
For the election an: [dayidate] elector in a polling statien, 17 vow want to cancel this
pestal vode and vote in person on polling day, please
W and Address (Proxyl call the helpling number shown below before 5 pam, on

[-1T dayidate deadline]
We will send the proxy pestal voting papers
around |day/dare].

If the postal voting papers have not arrived
by [daydare] please call: [refpline nuember|
and ask for help,

IF you lose or scadentally spol the electors postal ballol paper, please call the helplme number
shown above as seon as possible. Replacement ballot papers can only be issued before 5 pm. on
[ekwickrte af padi].
This cord is to provide you with information aboat viting by post.
SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Back af card

MAYORAL ELECTION

*This poll curd is to tell vou that for this election you are appointed as prosy for the
elector named below and you have decided fo vole by posi.

* Elector’s address)

When you receive the postal voling pack, please read the instructions with it carefully before
completing the postal ballot paper.

x4 mot ket anyone see your vole, I you need help voling. the person helping you must not tell
anyone how you have vided,

Tou must sign the postal voting statement (unless vou have been granied a wancer by prior
arrangement with the Returning Officer) and provide vour date of birth. This is a security
measure. [t will not affect vour vole or mean it can be identified. Without your signature and
date of birth the statement will not be valid amd vour vole will not be counted. The Betwming
Officer can cross check your signature agaimst other records they hold.

If you lose or azcadentally spoil the postal ballot paper, please call the helplme number below as
soon as posaible. 'We can only issuc replacement postal ballot papers before 5 pon. on o date
af pall].

Complete and retumn the postal vole as soon as possible. The Retaming Officer must receive the
pestal vode by 10 pom. on [dpedate o pall]. You can delives vour completed voling papess to
any polling statem in vour electoral arca.

IF yoa want by vole in parson a5 a prisy al these glections, vou must cancel your postal vole
before 5 pan. on -1 davidate desdline),

It i illegal to do any of the Tollowing:
*  Wole more than ence (winless you are appointed as a proxy for amother elector) st the same
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ehection.

*  Vole as a proxy at the same election for two or more persons unless you are their spouse,
amvil partner, parent. grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild,

* Ve as a proxy for a persen if vou know that the person s subject to a kgal incapacity to
vole.

I you need any assistance, phease call our helpline on: [hedpline pumber).
Issued by the Retuming Officer

[Fhere poll card sent o the prosy of an ancmyvemes elector substitte for the teo! marked with
* ghave:-

This poll card is to tell vou that for this election you are appointed as proxy for the elector
whose electoral number is shown bebow and you have decided to vote by post.

Yow are entitled o vole as proey for the elector whose eleciorl number s shown below:

(Elector's number on register) |
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Form 12
Form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voting
(for use at local authority mavoral elections)

GUIDANUCE FOR VOTERS AT COMBINED POLLS

1. When you are given your ballot papers go to one of the polling booths.

2

e

A [At the Parliamentary election mark a eross (X} in the box on the right hand side of
the ballot paper opposite the name of the candidate yvou are volmg for. Vole for ONE
camdidate omly.|*

B. [At the local government election]s) mark a cross (X) in the box on the right hand
sile of [cach]*[the]* balle paper opposite the name of cach candidate yvou are voling
for. [Vote fer ONE cancadate enlv]*[Vete for no more than .. candadates. |* |*

. [AL the European Partiamentary election, mark a cress (X)) m the box on the nght
hand sise of the ballot paper opposile the name of the party or indnvidual candidate vou
are voting for, Vide for ONE party or candidate only.|*

A, [0 the Greater Loncdon Authority election

[(i) m the constiluency members” ebection, vide for ONE camadiclate only [*

[tid) in the London members” clection, vote for ONE party or individual candidate
oy |*

[tidi) in the London Mayoral elsction, Vote OMNCE (X} in column one for vour first
choice and Veds ONCE (X) i column two For vour second choice ]* *

E. [At the [specify other] clection mark a cress (X} m the boxt on the right hand side of
the ballot paper opposite the name of the candulate for whom you are voting, [Vole For
ONE candidate only]*[Vote ONCE (X) in column one for vour first choiee and Vele
OMNCE (X) in column twir for vour secomd chioiee. |*[*

F. [AL the referendum mark a cross {53 m the box on the nght of the answer of your
choice, Vote ONCE only. |*

(. At the Mayoral election, mark a cross (X} in the box on the nght hand sule of the
hallet paper opposite the name =) of the candidateds) you are voting for. |[Vote for OMNE
candidate only.]* [Vote OMNCE in column one for your first choice and Vote ONCE in
column two for your sceond choice. )*

[Please do not fold the ballot papers for the [specify the clectionis) al which the voles are to
be counted electronically]. Fold any otflser balkol papen(s) in two. Show the presiding officer
the number and other unigue identifving mark on the back of the ballot paper, but do noet ket
anyone see vour vole, Put gach ballot paper m the [appropriate®] ballot box and leave the
palling statson. ]*

. [Fold each ballot paper in two., Shew the presiding officer the number and other unxpue
identifving mark on the back of the ballot paper, bt do not let anvone see your vile. Put
cach ballot paper in the [appropriate®] halled booc and leave the polling station, |*

4. Vote only for the number of candidates specified on cach ballot paper [and only one of the

amwers available in the refarendum®]. Putl no other mark on the ballot papers, or your voles
miay il b counted.

1f you spoil vour ballet paper by mistake. show it 1o the presiding officer and ask for a
replacement.

* Complete of emil as nocessary

#AMematively, insert such information a5 to the manner of voting as the GLRO may decide.
+ In the case of a mayoral election, alternatively, insert such mformation as to the manner of
volting as the retuming officer may decide,
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Form 13
Form of Certificate of Employment
(for use at local suthority mavoral elections)
MAYORAL ELECTION
*County/District London Borough/'County borough] of ...
Teertnfy that (uame). .. ... e who 15 numbered

..................... in the register for electors tor the electoral arca Jand voting area)
named above cannot reasonably be expected to go in person o the polling station
allotted to him or her ol the *election referendum on [date of poll] by reason of the
particular circumstances of his or her employment on that date for a purpose connected
with the election -

* jal as a constable

* rbj by me

* Returning {MTicer/ Police Officer (Inspector or above )

Tate e e e e e

* Delate whichever ix inappropriate
Mote= The persen named above is entitled 10 vote at any polling station of the above

electoral aren/'voting aren om production and surrender of this certificate to the presiding
officer.
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Form 14
Form of declaration to be made by the companion
of a voter with disabilities
(Tor use at local authority mayoral elections)

PSPPI (name of compamnion),
1 (address of companiony having been
ruqu.:u.iud B0 BRRIRL oot ie e et s e s e seme s s e s n e s s eerm s emm et ret e ammn tnnran | namu af elector)
i the cose :}.I'-z.' weler will dtsa bl ither WAl s ey, uc.l'd'r'.l?g "w:ll'irls a5 Ry for
......................................................... {name of elector)) whose nember on the register
| tor rezord their vode at the election]s]* amd [ *referendum[s [J* now being held

in this *parliamentary constriuenay,™ Enropean Parliamentary region’ *Grester London Anthority
constimency ™ district*London borough *pansh or community*local government area,

*delete thase wards whick are g Py iala

hereby declare that

= [ am entitled tovole as an elector at the said electon

e lamithe ™ oo iceanne af the said voler and have attamed the age af 1% yairs,
el
* | have nol previously assisted any voter with dsabilities Jexeept. oo,
(mame ol ather edector ), of ..o e e {addres of other elector)]
o wate at the said elections.
“Stare the relationship of the conpanion to the vater
Sigmeel {Companion)
DRIE st e
I, the umdersigned, being the presiding officer for o oo dpalling
gtation) Forthe ... e choctoral aread of ... .o e

heseby certify that the above declaration, having been first read to the above-named companion,
was signed by the companion in my presence.

Sigmed {Presiding Oificer)
DRI o e
THIG oo e e e (.. pom. )

1. If the person makmg the above decliration knowmgly and wilfully makes therein a
statement false in a material particular, he will be guilty of an offence.

2 Aovoter with disabilities is 2 voter wh has macde a declaration under the mayoral

elections miles that be is so incapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his
inability to read. as 1o be unable o vole without assistance.
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SCHEDULE 4 Regulation 6

Free delivery of election addresses

1. In this Schedule—
“candidate” means a person who stands nominated as a candidate at the election;
“election” means an election for the return of an elected mayor;
“election address” shall be construed in accordance with paragraph 2;

“elector” in relation to an election, means a person entitled, in accordance with section 43(1)
of the 2000 Act, to vote at that election;

“election booklet” shall be construed in accordance with paragraph 5;
“print” means print by whatever means (and “printer” shall be construed accordingly); and

“registered political party” means a party which was registered under Part 2 (registration of
political parties) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(79) at the time
by which the notice of election is required to be published.

2. For the purposes of regulation 6 and this Schedule, an election address, in relation to a
candidate, is a statement prepared by the candidate’s election agent which complies with the
provisions of paragraphs 3 and 4.

3.—(1) An election address must contain matter relating to the election only.
(2) In particular, an election address must not contain—

(a) any advertising material (other than material promoting the candidate as a candidate at
the election);

(b) any other material appearing to be included with a view to commercial gain; or
(c) any material referring to any other candidate.

(3) An election address may include representations of the registered emblem, or (as the case
may be) one of the registered emblems, of a registered political party if the address is prepared on
behalf of an authorised party candidate.

(4) Where an election address is prepared on behalf of an authorised party candidate, the address
may contain a description registered under section 28 A(80) or, if the description is registered for
use by candidates of two or more parties, under section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and
Referendums Act 2000.

(5) In sub-paragraph (3) “authorised party candidate”, in relation to a registered political party,
means a candidate who has been authorised to use the emblem or description in question by a
certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of the party; and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
for the election.

(6) An election address must—
(a) contain a statement to the effect that it has been prepared by the candidate’s election agent;
(b) give the name and address of the election agent; and

(c) give the name and address of the candidate on whose behalf it has been prepared.

(79) 2000 c. 41.
(80) Sections 28A and 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by section 49 of the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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4.—(1) Subject to any requirements imposed by or under this paragraph, the format of a
candidate’s election address may be determined by the candidate (and, in particular, may consist of
a combination of words, pictures and artwork).

(2) An election address must be printed on not more than two sides of A5 paper, but if such an
address is printed on two sides of such paper—

(a) it must, when submitted to the returning officer for inclusion in the election booklet, be
accompanied by a second version printed on a single side of such paper; and

(b) if'the total number of candidates from whom election addresses have been accepted by the
returning officer by the last time for delivery of nomination papers for the election exceeds
15, the version to be included in the election booklet shall be the second version.

(3) An election address must—

(a) comply with such requirements as to typographical layout, margins and use of colour as
the returning officer may determine; and

(b) comply with such other requirements as he may determine with a view to facilitating its
reproduction as a page or pages of the election booklet.

(4) An election address must, when submitted to the returning officer for inclusion in the election
booklet, be accompanied—

(a) where the address is to contain a photograph of the candidate, by two identical copies of
the photograph, of which one is signed on the back by the candidate; and

(b) in any case, by such copies of anything contained in the address as the returning officer
may reasonably require in connection with the reproduction of the address.

5.—(1) For the purposes of this Schedule, the election booklet is a document prepared by the
returning officer which contains the election addresses of all candidates who—

(a) desire their election addresses to be included in the booklet; and
(b) have submitted—
(i) those addresses, and
(i1) any additional material required under paragraph 4(4),
to the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers for the election.
2) Ift—

(a) it appears to the returning officer that any of the requirements of paragraphs 3 and 4 has
not been complied with in relation to an election address, or

(b) a candidate fails to make the payment required by paragraph 8 in respect of an election
address,

the returning officer shall decline to include the address in the election booklet.

6.—(1) The order in which the candidates’ election addresses appear in the election booklet shall
be determined by lot drawn by the returning officer as soon as reasonably practicable after the last
time for the delivery of nomination papers for the election.

(2) The election booklet may include, in addition to candidates’ election addresses, a statement
by the returning officer—

(a) explaining the nature and purpose of the election booklet;

(b) listing in alphabetical order, the names of all the candidates at the election (whether or not
their election addresses are included in the booklet); and
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(c) giving the date of the election and such other information about it as the returning officer
may determine.

(3) The election booklet must—
(a) contain a statement that it has been published by the returning officer; and
(b) give the name and address of the returning officer and those of the printer of the booklet.

(4) Subject to sub-paragraphs (1) to (3), the form of the election booklet shall be determined by
the returning officer.

(5) The election agent of each candidate whose election address has been accepted by the
returning officer for inclusion in the booklet shall be given an opportunity to attend at a time and
place notified to him by the returning officer in order to check, and submit to the returning officer
typographical corrections to, the proof of the candidate’s address.

(6) If the election agent of any such candidate fails to avail himself of that opportunity, the
returning officer may—

(a) make such typographical corrections to the proof as appear to him to be appropriate; and

(b) proceed with the printing and distribution of the election booklet without further reference
to the candidate or his election agent (and without incurring any liability for any errors
in the candidate’s address).

(7) No person other than—

(a) the candidate on whose behalf an election address included in the election booklet was
prepared, or

(b) the candidate’s election agent,

shall incur any civil or criminal liability in respect of the publication of that address in the election
booklet or its dissemination in accordance with paragraph 7.

7.—(1) Copies of the election booklet shall be delivered by the returning officer, in envelopes
addressed to individual electors, at such time and by such means as the returning officer may
determine.

(2) The returning officer may disseminate the contents of the election booklet by such other
means as he may determine.

8.—(1) Each candidate by whom an election address is submitted to the returning officer for
inclusion in the election booklet shall pay to the returning officer such reasonable sum (which shall
be the same for each such candidate) as the returning officer may determine by way of contribution
towards the expenses incurred by him in respect of the printing of the election booklet.

(2) The payment required by sub-paragraph (1) shall be made at such time, and in such manner,
as the returning officer may determine.

(3) A candidate shall be entitled to a full refund of any such payment if, but only if, the
candidate has given notice of withdrawal of his candidature before the last time for the withdrawal
of candidates.

(4) Ifthe total amount of the payments made by candidates under this paragraph exceeds the total
amount of the expenses incurred by the returning officer in respect of the printing of the election
booklet, the returning officer shall

(a) divide the amount of the excess between those candidates in equal shares, and

(b) send to each of those candidates a payment in respect of his share.

9.—(1) The amount of any payment made by a candidate under paragraph 8 (or, if sub-
paragraph (4) of that paragraph applies, the net amount of any such payment after deducting the
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payment under that sub-paragraph) shall be taken, for the purposes of Part 2 (the Election campaign)
of the 1983 Act (as modified for the purposes of mayoral elections by regulation 3(2) and (4) of,
and Table 1 of Schedule 2 to, these Regulations), to be an amount of election expenses incurred by
the candidate in relation to the election.

(2) Nothing in section 75(1) (restriction on third party election expenditure) of the 1983 Act (as
modified as mentioned in sub-paragraph (1)) shall be taken to apply, in relation to any candidate, to
any expenses incurred by the returning officer in consequence of the relevant provisions.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations re-enact Regulations made in 2002 (“the 2002 Regulations™) to make provision
for the conduct of elections of mayors of county, district and London borough councils (in England)
and county and county borough councils (in Wales) under the Local Government Act 2000 (c. 2)
(“the 2000 Act”).

The principal changes made to the 2002 Regulations are to implement the changes made by the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22) (“the 2006 Act”) for mayoral elections.

Regulation 3 and Schedules 1 and 2 provide for the conduct of a mayoral election. The changes
which reflect the 2006 Act are summarised at the end of this note.

The Mayoral Elections Rules as contained in Schedule 1 are similar to those which apply in relation
to the election of councillors at local authority elections. They apply when the mayoral election is
not combined with any other poll. However, each candidate’s nomination paper must be subscribed
by 30 electors, and a deposit of £500 must be paid. If there are three or more mayoral candidates, the
elected mayor will be returned under the supplementary vote system, for which provision is made
in section 42(3) of, and Schedule 2 to, the 2000 Act. (The supplementary vote system is also used
for the election of the Mayor of London under the Greater London Authority Act 1999 where there
are three or more candidates.)

Regulation 3 and Schedule 2 also apply other electoral legislation, with modifications, to facilitate
the conduct of mayoral elections. The reference in the 2002 Regulations to the Political Parties,
Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41) was unnecessary and in consequence has been omitted
from these Regulations.

Regulation 4 makes provision for the rules for the conduct of mayoral elections to be modified when
combined with other polls. The rules for conducting such elections are again set out in full (the
Mayoral Elections (Combination of Polls) Rules), in Schedule 3.

Regulation 5 provides for mayoral elections to be questioned using the same procedures (in Part 3
of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 3)) that apply to the questioning of local authority
elections.

Regulation 6 and Schedule 4 provide for the free delivery of election addresses. The provisions
are generally comparable to those that apply at Greater London Authority elections. Candidates at
mayoral elections who wish to have their election addresses included in the election booklet prepared
and distributed by the returning officer are required to pay a contribution of such reasonable amount
as the returning officer may determine towards the expenses incurred by the returning officer in
printing the election booklet.
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The provisions of the Mayoral Elections Rules and the Mayoral Elections (Combination of Polls)
Rules (collectively, “the Rules”) which reflect changes made by the 2006 Act include the following.

The Rules reflect changes made to nomination procedures. Candidates may use their common names
on nomination forms and papers. The rules on the use of authorised descriptions by candidates
standing on behalf of registered political parties are amended to reflect amendments made to the
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41) (in sections 28A and 28B). Returning
officers will be able to correct minor errors on nomination papers.

The Rules reflect new security measures introduced by the 2006 Act. Security markings on ballot
papers are provided for; so too are unique identifying marks. Counterfoils on ballot papers are
replaced by corresponding number lists. Requirements are imposed requiring postal voters and postal
proxies to provide both their signature and date of birth when returning postal ballot papers.

The Rules reflect alterations as to the circumstances in which a person may give a tendered vote. New
requirements are introduced as to the information and accessibility of information to be provided
by returning officers to electors.

The Rules reflect changes made as to the persons who may be admitted to a polling station and the
count to observe elections.

Amendments are made to provide for transmission of information to a presiding officer of alterations
to the electoral register taking effect on the day of the poll. Amendments consequential upon the
introduction of a scheme for the anonymous registration of certain electors are made.

The Rules reflect changes made regarding the retention and inspection of election documents after
the poll.

The new forms which are appended to the Rules reflect the changes made by the 2006 Act.
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