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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

The Criminal Legal Aid (General) Regulations 2013 (“the Regulations”) make provision for
determinations in relation to whether an individual qualifies for criminal legal aid under Part 1 of
the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (c.10) (“the Act”).
Regulation 4 provides that the functions of the Lord Chancellor or the Director under the Regulations
may be exercised by, or by an employee of, a person authorised for that purpose by the Lord
Chancellor or Director.
Part 2 makes provision for the making of determinations in relation to individuals who are arrested
and held in custody.
Part 3 makes provision about the proceedings which constitute criminal proceedings in addition to
those already listed in section 14 of the Act (criminal proceedings).
Part 4 makes provision about the making and withdrawal of determinations about advice and
assistance for criminal proceedings.
Part 5 makes provision in relation to determinations about representation for criminal proceedings
and for the withdrawal of such determinations. Part 5 also makes provision in relation to proceedings
which are and which are not to be regarded as incidental to criminal proceedings (regulations 19
and 20). Regulation 21 makes provision about the circumstances in which the interests of justice
test set out in section 17 of the Act (qualifying for representation) is taken to be met. An individual
may apply for a review of a determination by the Director that the interests of justice do not require
representation to be made available (regulation 27). If the individual is dissatisfied with the review,
then that individual may appeal (as set out in regulations 29 and 30).
Part 6 makes provision for the application of these Regulations to legal persons.
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