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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART XI

GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Legal proceedings

223 Appearance of local authorities in legal proceedings.

(1) Any member or officer of a local authority who is authorised by that authority to
prosecute or defend on their behalf, or to appear on their behalf in, proceedings before
a magistrates’ court shall be entitled to prosecute or defend or to appear in any such
proceedings, and, [F1to conduct any such proceedings.]

(2) In this section “local authority” includes the Common Council [F2, a corporate
joint committee][F3, a joint authority, [F4an economic prosperity board, a combined
authority,][F5a combined county authority,][F6a fire and rescue authority created by an
order under section 4A of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004,]F7... [F8 the Greater
London Authority][F9and][F10, a [F11police and crime commissioner and the Mayor's
Office for Policing and Crime]]F12...]F13...
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F1 Words in s. 223(1) substituted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss. 208, 211, Sch. 21

para. 28 (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(h) (with art. 9)
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F6 Words in s. 223(2) inserted (31.1.2017 for specified purposes, 3.4.2017 in so far as not already in
force) by Policing and Crime Act 2017 (c. 3), s. 183(1)(5)(e), Sch. 1 para. 27; S.I. 2017/399, reg. 2,
Sch. para. 38
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C4 S. 223 modified (22.7.2004) by The Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Establishment of
Conservation Board) Order 2004 (S.I. 2004/1777), art. 29(1)(h)
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and Enforcement Functions) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/215), art. 21
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C9 Ss. 222-223 applied (with modifications) (E.) (24.3.2011) by The Hull and Goole Port Health
Authority Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/939), arts. 1(1), 7, Sch. 1

C10 S. 223 applied (7.12.2011) by The Local Authorities (Contracting Out of Community Infrastructure
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C11 Ss. 222-223 applied (with modifications) (E.) (31.3.2017) by The Weymouth Port Health Authority
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