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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART XI

GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Documents and notices, etc.

231 Service of notices on local authorities, etc.

(1) Subject to subsection (3) below, any notice, order or other document required or
authorised by any enactment or any instrument made under an enactment to be given
to or served on a local authority or the chairman or an officer of a local authority shall
be given or served by addressing it to the local authority and leaving it at, or sending
it by post to, the principal office of the authority or any other office of the authority
specified by them as one at which they will accept documents of the same description
as that document.

(2) Any notice, order or other document so required or authorised to be given to or served
on a parish meeting, or the chairman of the parish meeting, shall be given or served
by addressing it to the chairman of the parish meeting and by delivering it to him, or
by leaving it at his last known address, or by sending it by post to him at that address.

(3) The foregoing provisions of this section do not apply to a document which is to be
given or served in any proceedings in court, but except as aforesaid the methods of
giving or serving documents provided for by those provisions are in substitution for
the methods provided for by any other enactment or any instrument made under an
enactment so far as it relates to the giving or service of documents to or on a local
authority, the chairman or an officer of a local authority or a parish meeting or the
chairman of a parish meeting.

[F1(4) In this section “local authority” includes [F2a corporate joint committee,] a joint
authority, [F3an economic prosperity board, a combined authority]F4... [F5, [F6a
combined county authority,][F7a fire and rescue authority created by an order
under section 4A of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004,] a police and crime
commissioner and the Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime ]F8... F9....]
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[F10(5) In the application of subsection (1) to a corporate joint committee—
(a) references to the chairman are to be read as references to the chairperson of

the corporate joint committee, and
(b) references to the principal office are to be read as references to—

(i) the principal office of the corporate joint committee, or
(ii) a principal office of a local authority for a county or county borough

in Wales which is within the area specified as the corporate joint
committee’s area in regulations under Part 5 of the Local Government
and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 establishing the corporate joint
committee.]
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