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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART IV

CHANGES IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS

Miscellaneous

74 Change of name of county, district or London borough.

(1) Subject to subsection (5) below, the council of a county [F1, county borough], district
or London borough may, by a resolution passed by not less than two-thirds of the
members voting thereon at a meeting of the council specially convened for the purpose
with notice of the object, change the name of the county [F1, county borough], district
or borough.

(2) Where the name of a district which has been granted the status of a city, borough
or royal borough or the name of a London borough is changed in pursuance of this
section, the charter or other grant or incorporation order shall have effect as if the new
name were substituted for the old.

[F2(2A) Where a Welsh principal area which has, by charter or other grant or incorporation
order, been granted the status of a county borough, city or royal borough subsequently
changes the name of the council in pursuance of this section, the charter or other grant
or incorporation order shall have effect as if the new name were substituted for the old.]

(3) Notice of any change of name made under this section F3. . .—
(a) shall be sent by the council concerned to [F4the relevant Minister], to the

Director General of the Ordnance Survey and to the Registrar General; and
(b) shall be published in such manner as [F5the relevant Minister] may direct.

[F6(3A) Where any change of name under this section relates to a Welsh principal area, notice
must also be sent to the Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales.]

(4) A change of name made in pursuance of this section F7. . . shall not affect any rights or
obligations of any county [F8, county borough], district or London borough or of any
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council, authority or person, or render defective any legal proceedings; and any legal
proceedings may be commenced or continued as if there had been no change of name.

(5) F9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F10(6) F11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(7) If the name of a Welsh principal area is changed under this section, and there are
generally accepted alternative English and Welsh forms of that name, or alternative
English and Welsh names, both forms of the new name or (as the case may be) both
names shall be published.]

[F12(8) In this section the “relevant Minister” is—
(a) in relation to the change of name of a Welsh principal area, the Welsh

Ministers, and
(b) in relation to any other change of name, the Secretary of State.]
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