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Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART V

IMPROVEMENT OF HIGHWAYS

Cattle-grids

82 Provision of cattle-grids and by-passes.

(1) Where, whether on the representations of owners or occupiers of agricultural land
or otherwise, and after such consultation with any such owners and occupiers as the
highway authority consider requisite, it appears to the highway authority for a highway
which consists of or comprises a carriageway expedient so to do for controlling the
passage of animals along the highway, the authority may, subject to the provisions
of this section and sections 83 to 90 below, provide for the highway, and maintain, a
cattle-grid in the highway or partly in the highway and partly in adjoining land.

(2) Where a highway authority provide a cattle-grid under this Act they shall also provide,
either by means of a gate or other works on the highway or by means of a by-pass, or
partly by one of those means and partly by the other, and maintain, facilities for the
passage under proper control of animals and all other traffic that is unable to pass over
the cattle-grid and is entitled by law to go along the highway.

(3) Save as provided by subsection (4) below, the powers conferred by the foregoing
provisions of this section do not include power to place any part of a cattle-grid in
land not forming part of the highway and not belonging to the highway authority, or
to provide a by-pass on land not belonging to the highway authority, except in so far
as is authorised by any such agreement as is provided for by section 87 below.

(4) Where after complying with the provisions of Schedule 10 to this Act the highway
authority determine, as respects any common or waste land not forming part of the
highway but adjoining the highway or adjacent thereto, that it is expedient so to do,
the authority may place any part of a cattle-grid in, or provide a by-pass on, any of that
land notwithstanding that it does not form part of the highway and does not belong
to the authority.
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(5) Without prejudice to subsection (3) above, a highway authority shall not provide a
by-pass along any part of a highway unless, after complying with the provisions of
Schedule 10 to this Act, the authority determine that it is expedient so to do.

(6) In this Act—
“cattle-grid” means a device designed to prevent the passage of animals, or

animals of any particular description, but to allow the passage of all or some
other traffic, and includes any fence or other works necessary for securing the
efficient operation of the said device; and

“by-pass”, in relation to a cattle-grid provided for a highway, means a way,
over land not comprised within the limits of the highway, for the traffic for
which the by-pass is provided, with a public right of way thereover—

(a) for that traffic, or
(b) if any part of the by-pass is provided along an existing highway, for that

traffic and for any other traffic entitled to use the highway before the by-
pass was provided,

subject in either case to the limitation that there may be placed on the way
any such gate or other works as may be necessary for the proper control of all
or any of such traffic and the efficient operation of the cattle-grid for use in
connection with which the by-pass is provided;

and references in this Act to the provision or maintenance of a by-pass include
references to the provision or maintenance of any such gate or other works.

(7) Subject to subsection (8) below, a highway authority may alter or improve—
(a) a cattle-grid or by-pass provided under this Act for a highway for which they

are are the highway authority;
(b) any works provided for use in connection with such a cattle-grid or provided

for the purposes of such a by-pass.

(8) A highway authority shall not carry out any alteration or improvement under
subsection (7) above whereby traffic of a description which before the alteration or
improvement could lawfully have gone along the highway (either by passing over the
cattle-grid or by going through a gate or along a by-pass provided under subsection (2)
above) will be prevented from so going along the highway.
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