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Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 69

PART II

NATURE CONSERVATION, COUNTRYSIDE AND NATIONAL PARKS

X1[F1 Sites of special scientific interest and limestone pavements ]

[F128B Notification of additional land.

(1) Where [F2 Natural England] are of the opinion that if land adjacent to a site of special
scientific interest (“the extra land”) were combined with the site of special scientific
interest (“the SSSI ”), the combined area of land would be of special interest by
reason of any of its flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features, [F2 Natural
England] may decide to notify that fact.

(2) If they do so decide, the persons whom they must notify are—
(a) the local planning authority [F3(if any)] in whose area the extra land is situated;
(b) every owner and occupier of any of that extra land; and
(c) the Secretary of State.

[
F4(2A)

The reference in subsection (1) to land includes—
(a) any land lying above mean low water mark;
(b) any land covered by estuarial waters.

(2B) If any of the conditions in subsection (2C) is satisfied, the extra land may consist of
or include an area of land not falling within subsection (2A)(a) or (b).

(2C) The conditions are—
(a) that the flora, fauna or features that led to the notification of the SSSI is or

are also present in the area of the extra land not falling within subsection (2A)
(a) or (b);

(b) that the notification of the SSSI is by reason of any flora or fauna which are
dependent (wholly or in part) on anything which takes place in, or is present
in, that area;
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(c) that, without the inclusion of that area, the identification of the boundary
of the SSSI (either in the notification or on the ground for the purposes of
exercising functions in relation to it) would be impossible or impracticable.]

(3) No [F5notification under subsection (2)] may be given until after notice has been given
under section 28(5)(b) confirming (with or without modifications) the notification
under section 28(1) relating to the SSSI.

(4) Subsections (2) and (3) of section 28 shall apply for the purposes of this section as
they apply for the purposes of that section.

(5) A notification under subsection (2)(b) shall also specify—
(a) the area of land constituting the SSSI;
(b) what (as at the date of the notification under subsection (2)(b)) is specified

or contained in the notification under section 28(1)(b) relating to the SSSI by
virtue of section 28(4); and

(c) the reasons why [F2Natural England] is of the opinion referred to in
subsection (1).

(6) In addition, the notification under subsection (2)(b) shall include a statement—
(a) saying whether or not anything among the matters specified in the notification

by virtue of subsection (5)(c) is particularly relevant to the extra land; and
(b) if any such thing is of particular relevance, specifying which.

(7) Subsections (5) to (7) of section 28 apply in relation to a notification under
subsection (2) of this section as they apply in relation to a notification under
subsection (1) of that section, as if references to “subsection (1)” [F6and
“subsection (1B)”] in section 28(5) to (7) were references to subsection (2) [F7and
subsection (2B) of this section respectively].

(8) As from the time when a notification under subsection (2)(b) is served on the owner
or occupier of any land, the notification under section 28(1)(b) shall have effect as if
it included the notification under subsection (2)(b).

(9) As from the time when there is served on the owner or occupier of any land which
has been notified under subsection (2)(b) a notice under section 28(5)(b) (as applied
by subsection (7) of this section) confirming the notification under subsection (2)(b)
with modifications, the notification under section 28(1)(b) (as extended by virtue of
subsection (8) of this section) shall have effect in its modified form.

(10) A local land charge existing by virtue of section 28(9) shall be varied in accordance
with a notification under subsection (2) or under section 28(5)(b) as applied by
subsection (7) of this section.]
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