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Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 69

PART IV

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

[F166A Application of Part 1 to Crown

(1) Subject to subsections (2) to (5), Part 1 and regulations and orders made under it bind
the Crown.

(2) No contravention by the Crown of any provision of Part 1 makes the Crown criminally
liable; but the High Court may, on the application of any person appearing to the Court
to have an interest, declare unlawful an act or omission of the Crown which constitutes
such a contravention.

(3) Despite subsection (2), Part 1 applies to persons in the public service of the Crown
as it applies to other persons.

(4) But the powers conferred by sections 18A to 19XA are not exercisable in relation to
premises occupied by the Crown.

(5) Nothing in this Part affects Her Majesty in her private capacity.

(6) Subsection (5) is to be read as if section 38(3) of the Crown Proceedings Act 1947
(c. 44) (meaning of Her Majesty in her private capacity) were contained in this Act.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 66A inserted (1.10.2006) by Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (c. 16), ss.

54(1), 107; S.I. 2006/2541, art. 2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/16/section/54/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/16/section/54/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/16/section/107
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2541
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/2541/article/2


2 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (c. 69)
Document Generated: 2024-05-29

Changes to legislation: 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Section 66A is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 29 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 2(1A)-(1D) substituted for s. 2(1A) by 2024 asp 4 s. 9(2)(a)
– s. 2(3A)(a)(ii) word repealed by 2024 asp 4 s. 9(2)(b)(i)
– s. 2(3C)(c) and word inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 9(2)(b)(ii)
– s. 11(1)(ab)-(ad) substituted for s. 11(1)(a)(aa) by 2024 asp 4 s. 6(2)(a)
– s. 11(2)(aa)(ab) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 6(2)(c)(ii)
– s. 11(2A) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 1(6)(b)
– s. 11(3CA) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 6(2)(e)
– s. 12A-12G and cross-heading inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 7(2)
– s. 16(1A)(c)(d) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 6(4)(a)(ii)
– s. 16A(ab) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 7(4)(b)
– s. 16A(1A) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 7(4)(a)
– s. 16A(1B) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 10(3)(a)
– s. 16A(5)(aa) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 10(3)(c)
– s. 16A(5A) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 10(3)(d)
– s. 16A(5B) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 7(4)(c)
– s. 16AA-16AF inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 10(2)
– s. 21(ga)(gb) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 7(6)
– s. 26(2)(c) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 7(7)(a)(ii)
– s. 26(2)(d) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 9(3)(a)
– s. 26(2)(d)(e) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 10(5)(a)
– s. 26(2)(f) and word inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 6(7)(a)
– s. 26(3)(c) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 7(7)(b)(ii)
– s. 26(3)(d) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 9(3)(b)
– s. 26(3)(d)(e) inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 10(5)(b)
– s. 26(3)(f) and word inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 6(7)(b)
– s. 53(3)(c)(ia) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 2(b)
– s. 53B(4A)(4B) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 4
– s. 53ZA inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 3
– s. 54B54C inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 5
– Sch. 2 Pt. 1B inserted by 2024 asp 4 s. 9(5)
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