
Changes to legislation: Water Industry Act 1991, Section 94 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 31 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Water Industry Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 56

PART IV

SEWERAGE SERVICES

CHAPTER I

GENERAL FUNCTIONS OF SEWERAGE UNDERTAKERS [F1ETC]

Principal duties and standards of performance

94 General duty to provide sewerage system.

(1) It shall be the duty of every sewerage undertaker—
(a) to provide, improve and extend such a system of public sewers (whether inside

its area or elsewhere) and so to cleanse and maintain those sewers [F1and any
lateral drains which belong to or vest in the undertaker] as to ensure that that
area is and continues to be effectually drained; and

(b) to make provision for the emptying of those sewers and such further provision
(whether inside its area or elsewhere) as is necessary from time to time for
effectually dealing, by means of sewage disposal works or otherwise, with the
contents of those sewers.

(2) It shall be the duty of a sewerage undertaker in performing its duty under subsection (1)
above to have regard—

(a) to its existing and likely future obligations to allow for the discharge of trade
effluent into its public sewers; and

(b) to the need to provide for the disposal of trade effluent which is so discharged.

(3) The duty of a sewerage undertaker under subsection (1) above shall be enforceable
under section 18 above—

(a) by the Secretary of State; or
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(b) with the consent of or in accordance with a general authorisation given by the
Secretary of State, by the Director.

(4) The obligations imposed on a sewerage undertaker by the following Chapters of this
Part, and the remedies available in respect of contraventions of those obligations, shall
be in addition to any duty imposed or remedy available by virtue of any provision of
this section or section 95 below and shall not be in any way qualified by any such
provision.

(5) In this section “trade effluent” has the same meaning as in Chapter III of this Part.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 94(1)(a) inserted (28.5.2004) by Water Act 2003 (c. 37), ss. 97(3), 105(3); S.I. 2004/641,

art. 4(b) (with Sch. 3 para. 7)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 94 applied (with modifications) (28.6.2013) by The Water Industry (Specified Infrastructure

Projects) (English Undertakers) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/1582), reg. 1(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 10(2)
(with reg. 1(1)(c))
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