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Data Protection Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 29

PART III

NOTIFICATION BY DATA CONTROLLERS

22 Preliminary assessment by Commissioner.

(1) In this section “assessable processing” means processing which is of a description
specified in an order made by the [F1 Secretary of State] as appearing to him to be
particularly likely—

(a) to cause substantial damage or substantial distress to data subjects, or
(b) otherwise significantly to prejudice the rights and freedoms of data subjects.

(2) On receiving notification from any data controller under section 18 or under
notification regulations made by virtue of section 20 the Commissioner shall
consider—

(a) whether any of the processing to which the notification relates is assessable
processing, and

(b) if so, whether the assessable processing is likely to comply with the provisions
of this Act.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), the Commissioner shall, within the period of twenty-eight
days beginning with the day on which he receives a notification which relates to
assessable processing, give a notice to the data controller stating the extent to which
the Commissioner is of the opinion that the processing is likely or unlikely to comply
with the provisions of this Act.

(4) Before the end of the period referred to in subsection (3) the Commissioner may, by
reason of special circumstances, extend that period on one occasion only by notice
to the data controller by such further period not exceeding fourteen days as the
Commissioner may specify in the notice.

(5) No assessable processing in respect of which a notification has been given to the
Commissioner as mentioned in subsection (2) shall be carried on unless either—
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(a) the period of twenty-eight days beginning with the day on which the
notification is received by the Commissioner (or, in a case falling within
subsection (4), that period as extended under that subsection) has elapsed, or

(b) before the end of that period (or that period as so extended) the data controller
has received a notice from the Commissioner under subsection (3) in respect
of the processing.

(6) Where subsection (5) is contravened, the data controller is guilty of an offence.

(7) The [F1 Secretary of State] may by order amend subsections (3), (4) and (5) by
substituting for the number of days for the time being specified there a different
number specified in the order.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 22 substituted (19.8.2003) by The Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs Order 2003

(S.I. 2003/1887), art. 9, Sch. 2 para. 9(1)(a)

Commencement Information
I1 S. 22 wholly in force at 1.3.2000; s. 22 in force for certain purposes at Royal Assent see s. 75(2)(i); s.

22 in force at 1.3.2000 insofar as not already in force by S.I. 2000/183, art. 2(1)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/29/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1887
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1887
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1887/article/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2003/1887/schedule/2/paragraph/9/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/29/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/29/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/29/section/75/2/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/29/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/29/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/183
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/183/article/2/1


Data Protection Act 1998 (c. 29)
Document Generated: 2024-04-27

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 19/08/2003. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: 
Data Protection Act 1998, Section 22 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 27 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


