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Equality Act 2010
2010 CHAPTER 15

PART 2

EQUALITY: KEY CONCEPTS

CHAPTER 1

PROTECTED CHARACTERISTICS

12 Sexual orientation

(1) Sexual orientation means a person's sexual orientation towards—
(a) persons of the same sex,
(b) persons of the opposite sex, or
(c) persons of either sex.

(2) In relation to the protected characteristic of sexual orientation—
(a) a reference to a person who has a particular protected characteristic is a

reference to a person who is of a particular sexual orientation;
(b) a reference to persons who share a protected characteristic is a reference to

persons who are of the same sexual orientation.



2 Equality Act 2010 (c. 15)
Document Generated: 2024-04-09

Status: 
Point in time view as at 01/10/2010.

Changes to legislation: 
Equality Act 2010, Section 12 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 09
April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have
been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


