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CRIME AND COURTS ACT 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: The National Crime Agency

Schedule 3: Relationships between NCA and other agencies

Part 3: Assistance within the UK

137. Paragraph 8 allows for the Director General of the NCA to provide assistance (in the
form of officers and other such support) to operate under the direction and control of a
UK police force, a UK law enforcement agency, an Island police force or an Island law
enforcement agency if they make a specified request for assistance. If a request is made
the Director General of the NCA may provide such assistance as the Director General
of the NCA considers appropriate.

138. Paragraph 9 enables a UK police force or a UK law enforcement agency to provide
assistance (whether in the form of officers to operate under the direction and control
of the NCA or other support) if the Director General of the NCA makes a request for
assistance. The person providing the assistance may provide such assistance as they
consider appropriate.

139. Paragraph 10enables the Home Secretary to direct the Director General of the NCA
to provide specified assistance to an England and Wales police force and other listed
persons if it appears to the Home Secretary that it is appropriate for directed assistance
to be given by the Director General of the NCA.

140. Paragraph 11 enables the Director General of the NCA to direct a listed person in sub-
paragraph (1) to provide specified assistance to the NCA. Such directions may only
be given if the Director General of the NCA considers it appropriate for the NCA to
receive directed assistance and is subject to the prior consent of the relevant minister
as specified in paragraph 11(3).

141. Paragraphs 12 and 13 concern directed assistance to and from the NCA in relation to
Scotland. These enable Scottish Ministers to direct the Director General of the NCA
to provide specified assistance to the Police Service of Scotland if Scottish Ministers
consider it appropriate for the Police Service of Scotland to receive directed assistance
from the NCA and the Home Secretary consents. Scottish Ministers will also have
the power to direct the Police Service of Scotland to provide specified assistance to
the NCA if Scottish Ministers consider it appropriate for the NCA to receive directed
assistance from the Police Service of Scotland.

142. Paragraphs 14 and 15 make corresponding provision in relation to Northern Ireland.
This enables the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland to direct the Director General
of the NCA to provide specified assistance to the Police Service of Northern Ireland,
if the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland considers it appropriate for the Police
Service of Northern Ireland to receive such directed assistance and the Home Secretary
consents. It also provides the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland with the power
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to direct the Police Service of Northern Ireland to provide specified assistance to the
NCA, subject to the Department of Justice in Northern Ireland considering it appropriate
for the NCA to receive such directed assistance and subject to consultation with the
Northern Ireland Policing Board and other persons that the Department of Justice in
Northern Ireland considers appropriate to consult.

143. Paragraph 16 provides that directed assistance powers can only be used where there is
a special need for assistance and where it is expedient for the directed party to provide
it. It must also be the case that voluntary arrangements cannot be made, or cannot be
made in time.

144. Paragraph 17 describes the form that assistance may take, including (but not limited
to) the loan of persons or equipment.

145. Paragraph 18 provides that individuals who are provided under the assistance
provisions will fall under the direction and control of the assisted person.
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