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Care Act 2014
2014 CHAPTER 23

PART 1

CARE AND SUPPORT

Safeguarding adults at risk of abuse or neglect

42 Enquiry by local authority

(1) This section applies where a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that an
adult in its area (whether or not ordinarily resident there)—

(a) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any
of those needs),

(b) is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse or neglect, and
(c) as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the

abuse or neglect or the risk of it.

(2) The local authority must make (or cause to be made) whatever enquiries it thinks
necessary to enable it to decide whether any action should be taken in the adult's case
(whether under this Part or otherwise) and, if so, what and by whom.

(3) “Abuse” includes financial abuse; and for that purpose “financial abuse” includes—
(a) having money or other property stolen,
(b) being defrauded,
(c) being put under pressure in relation to money or other property, and
(d) having money or other property misused.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 1 modified (1.4.2015) by The Care and Support (Isles of Scilly) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/642), arts. 1,

2(2)(a); S.I. 2015/993, art. 2(a)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/642
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/642/article/2/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/993
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/993/article/2/a


2 Care Act 2014 (c. 23)
PART 1 – Care and support

Document Generated: 2024-04-20
Changes to legislation: Care Act 2014, Section 42 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 20
April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear

in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

C2 Pt. 1 applied in part (with modifications) (1.4.2015 coming into force in accordance with reg. 1(1))
by The Care and Support (Children's Carers) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 2015/305), regs. 1(1), 2(1)(a)(2),
4-12; S.I. 2015/993, art. 2(q)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 15(2)-(3B) substituted for s. 15(2)(3) by 2022 c. 31 s. 166(2)
– s. 26(1)-(2A) substituted for s. 26(1)(2) by 2022 c. 31 s. 166(4)
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